





3. The outlay abstracted above is shown in the following statement 
divided under the different projects:— ww O-RORY 





’ | During 1898-99. | To end of 1898-99. 


Wonks. 





Major Irrigation Worke— 
Orissa Canals aes 
Midnapore Canal ove 
Hijili Tidal Canal ss 
Sone Canals aoe 














2,322 684,778 





2,63,73,161 
1,84,661 | 84,66,427 
63,518 | 26,16,242 
9,17,496 | 2,67,60,498 


82,80,766 
25,651,729 
(—)81,061: | °2,68,43,002 



















































Total 2,716 89,019 | 6,24,63,876 | 17,650,448 | 6,49,14,818 
» Minor Works ana wesipithen--] 

Tirhut project a 5,31,425 74,650 6,06,076 
Damodar project We (—)1,200 1,89,141 16,239 1,565,380 
Calontta and Eastern Canals 66,286 | 68,69,011 | 92,241 | 64,61,252 
Orissa Coast Canal oan 14,936 | 44,25,796 | 1,06,616 | | 45,82,412 
Saran Canals ove 16,014 6,94,392 27,196 7,21,688 
Total ees 96,036 | 1,21,69,765 | 3,16,942 | 1,24,76,707 

Geary Toran sos 1,29,986 | 4,119 1,34,055 | 7,46,28,640 | 20,67,886 | 7,66,91.025 











' 4. The statement below shows the totals for the last five years of the 
receipts, working expenses, and interest charges for Major Irrigation Works :— 









































Panricuxans. 1894-95, 1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 
1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 6 6 
yb: Rs. Rs.  . Rs. 
Receipts from all sources (less refunds 
of revenue) Pa w» | 15,20,127 | 16,07,729 | 19,02,205 | 21,72,182 | 18,389,942 
Working expenses (direct and jn-. : r 
direct charges) wee | 14,62,040 | 18,84,840] 18,668,707 | "4,87,681 | 14,27,407 
; ape at 
Net revenue wei 58,078 | 1,293,989 | 635,498} 784,601 | 412,475 
Charges for interest ws | 24,81,895 |  24,04,409 | 24.98,009 | 24,97,817 | 24,97,828 
Deficit... w. | 24,283,817 | 23,71,110| 19,62,511 | 17,683,816 | 20,85,858 
; ——_—— - _—_ = — 
Rate per cent.'on Capital'outlay ...) 8°79 3°69 8°05 274 








_ 5. The financial results of Major Irrigation Works to the end of th Francur 
1898-99 were as follows :— * naa — j @ your. tency 








Major 
Irrigation Works, 
‘ Rs. 

Direct revenue ... pon ove eo =: 8,21, 18,208 
Working expenses (direct charges Sag + se «2, 92,95,827 
Results on direct charges only toe Profit 28,22,376 
Indirect charges debitablo to revenue... ote 17,55,835 
Results on both direct and indirect charges Profit 10,66,541 
Charges for interest on Capital co « 5, 86,06,726 

amen o_o) 


Not results, including interest to end of 1898-99 Loss _5,75,40,185 





6. The financial results to the close of the year 1898-99 of Minor Works 
and Navigation are shown below :— 


Works for which Works for 
capital and revenue which only revenue 
accounts are kept. accounts are kept. . 








: Rs, Rs. 
Direct revenue ... aoe +» —2,60,38,981 92,91,127 
Working expenses (direct charges) we —1,15,62,792 54,33,788 
Results on direct charges only Profit 1,44,76.189 38,57,339 
Indireot charges debitable to revenue... 3,55,125 2,95,150 
Results on both direct and indirect ae 
charges 0s ae Profit 1,41,21,064 85,62,189 


The total expenditure incurred during the year 1898-99 chargeable 
against 33— Famine Relief was Rs. (—) 466. 

7. Tho areas irrigated by the Major Irrigation Works, during the year Annas mu- 
1898-99 and the five previous years, are shown in the following’ statement :—- pes’ 





















vs! Acres. 
19/190 | 966,776 | 400,607 | 69,802 |20,006) 556,065 





_ The results of the working of each of the canal systems of the Provinc 
during the year will now be described separately, as Fico ath years. ae 


* 


hd ri * 
OPEN ents Bhs to 
Es SAIS ean adel 


RUE STy rc of SRE Rea a ae re TPE “Spee ight 
‘ re Lhe aes 































; GENERAL. 
In all statements showing totals of receipts or expenditure, the figures are. 
“ those of the Examiner of Accounts.. In dealing with details, the figures of the 
, Superintending Engineer have been taken, ; : d 
ORISSA CANALS. 
saan on 8. The Capital, Interest, and Revenue Accounts of these canals are 
OOOUNT. e 
given below :— 
I—CAPITAL ACCOUNT. 
Heaps or Account. 7 cig gay Ah nae of 
Dirzcr Onanrers. Bs. * Rs. 
I.—Works eve oe te ove 72,229 1,88,53,980 
IL.—Establishment ... oa eee toe 16,495 46,81,444 
III.—Tools and plant a x i 1,084 20,71,663 
IV.—Suspense accounts eae toe see | (—)22,010 16 
Loss by exchange tes tee ooo. |. eeerse 2,68,070 
i wee Nata fy Toe 
t Total sal 67,748 | 2,58,75,178 
V.—Less—Reoeipts on Capital Account... esp eves 86,795 
Net total Direct Charges be 67,748 2,57,88,378 
_ _Inprrecr Cuarezs. 
Capitalization of abatement of land-revenue ... Pye 83,246 
Leave and pension allowances %, aoe 2,309 5,51,527 
Total Indirect Charges §,84,773 
The construction estimate of these canals is closed. The works carried out 
during the year at a cost of Rs. 72,229 chargeable to the open Capital Account 
under the head 43—Minor Works and Navigation, were the construction of 
permanent outlets, Minor distributaries and village channels, and the restoration 
of the flood bank of the Kendrapara Extension Canal between Marshaghai and 
Jumboo which had been wrecked by the flood of July-August 1896. The last 
work was practically completed within the year. " 
Iermnst -2—INTEREST ACCOUNT. 
Account. Rs. 
Interest charges to end of 1897-98 ... w+ 2,27,67,018 . 
Ditto for 1898-99 toe +. 10,830,180 
Total see 2,87,97,198 


* m ‘eta 























Exrenprrurs— | Recrrrts— 














Parricunars. Parricutars. ara 
During | During During | During 
1897-98. | 1898-99. 1897-98. | 1898.99, 
ee ee nee i ee ae = 
1 | 2 | 8 4 | 5 | 6 
Se ee a 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 


Dmecr cyarcrs. 
wr in he 








I.—Works, mainten.- = 
ance, and repairs ...| 4,15,789 3,78,227 || Water rates 8,14,729 | 2,72,882 
I 
2,11,279) 1,72,649 


28,749} 24,593 


II.—Revenue manage- 89,326 | 83,309 || Navigation 
ment. 





Miscellaneous ... 





ee ees (LE ea 


Total Direct Charges | 5,05,115 4,61,586 














Total sear | 4,69,554 
INDIRECT CHARGES ,., 84,804 33,677 
Neg Tk neh Soe 
Total Working Expenses 5,89,919 | 4,95,218 
, " "I! Less—Refunds of| 2,888 4,062 
Net revenue | 12,005 |(—)29,721 | revenue. 
Total s+} 551,924 | 4,65,492 || Total receipts ...|  5,51,924 4,65,492 


There was a decrease of Rs. 86,482 in the receipts, dnd of Rs. 44,706 


in expenditure, the result being a doficit of Rs. 29,721, against a profit of 
Rs. 12,005 in 1897.98, wv pets “ 


9. The following statement compares the earnings with the outlay for ranses, 


the last two years. The term “« earnings” as applied to Irrigation denotes the 
assessed water-rate value of the Irrigation effected during the year; as 
applied to Navigation, it denotes the amount of tollage assessed during the 

ear, together with the actual realizations of miscellaneous revenue charged to 


avigation, The miscellaneous earnings are the actual receipts during the 
year under this head :— 8 Pp g 














1897-98. 1898-99, 
Earnings. Rs, Rs. 
Irrigation ws 2,71,401 2,70,272 
Navigation ses 2,10,017 1,67,807 
Miscellaneous ... ees 28,749 24,523 
Total ... 6,10,167 4,62,602 
Deduct refunds ove /2,888 4,062 
Net earnings «+ 6,07,884 ° 458,640 
Outlay Re vs. 5,89,919 4,95,218 
ey ‘ ; cia 
Net deficit we 82,585 86,673 
& Pisani conte . 


i 











i anc 10. The revenue receipts and worki for th ea ie mas 
7 ee tabulated below :— . ee tor ee 













Total 
Lese—Retunds of revenue 
Total receipts 


Worxixe Exrensts. 













Direct Charges. 
"J, —WonRk#, MAINTENANCE AND 
REPAIRS— 
Works laxtensions = in- 
persomnente) 29,955 
2,260,362 2,17,0693 





Helablishient, inoiuding vi- 
rection and Accounts ” 


Tools and plant on? 
Total =... 


1,33, 432 
17,578 


124,048 1,090,706 


3,74,5602 


T1—RavexcE MANAGEMENT— 


Irrigation establishment... 
Nav ditto o 


Total ww 
Total Direct Charges» 





Indirect Charges. 
Capitalized abatement of land 
ee TOVONUC ore eae 
 Lenve and pension allowances .., 
ties Total Indirect Charges... 





11. The following statement gives the lengths of the canals and distribu- 
taries and the areas protected, commanded and irrigated during 1898-99, com- 
pared with the previous year :— 


Area irrigated. 


0 ipa ull 


Eevalimlal-Bytaret 


an —Incolana the areas which are under iret command from tho Main Canale are included. Cotuma 14 inclu 


the shaskbinss? rae akan a hich remission on account 
Ditto ditto ea as Se at 









the length of distributaries there was an increase of 6} miles, due to the con- 
struction of minors. The areas shown as commanded and provided with distri. 
butaries were revised, as those shown last year were found to be incorrect, 

The Superintending Engineer gives, on page 5 of his report, a statement 
which has been pranared to show the land commanded by the canals which is 
suitable, or otherwise, for irrigation. The following statement, which has been 
—— from it, is interesting as showing the area which is likely to be irrigated 
ultimately :— : 


Percentage 
Acres. of gross se. 
Gross area commanded by the canals... a 562,114 100-0 
Area which has been provided with distri. 
butaries ous nae ome cae 467,834 852 
(a) Area which has been found 
irrigable at the full rate . 
(#.e, land which more gener- 
ally requires irrigation) ... 207,826 eee 86'8 
(0) Area found irrigable at reduced : 
rate (i.e. land which rarely ; 
requires irrigation) vee = 21,640 as 38 
Total area likely to be irrigated 1. os 228,966 40°6 
Area which for one reason or another has 
been classed as not suitable for irrigation ,., 238,868 42:4 


This shows that about 40 per cent. of the gross area commanded b the 
canals, or about half the area commanded by existing distributaries, is suitable 
for irrigation. The remainder for one reason or another is not suitable or does 
not need irrigation. 

12. The number of permanent and temporary outlets which were in use 
during the year are given in the following table :— 










































Permanent /Temporary Total") Average 
Division, Canal system. Total. area area 
outlets. | outlets. irrigated. | per outlet. 
— ————$ 
1 | 2 | 3 4 6 | 6 | 7 
Yo. i . Acres. Acres. 
* Cs pas 17,982 37 
"| UMachgong 33,193 30 
(Kendrapara ,,, 62,038 19 
Gobri ua 3,708 28 
Brahmini-Byturni f ‘ 
. Do. Extension 3,602 36 
Pattamoondi on 16,023 84 
( High Level Canal, Range I 22,232 43 
- Ditto, do. II 3,181 96 
uapada-Jajpur 
oamep ip Ditto, do. III 29,248 103 
Jajpur one 10,624" 35 
Total, 1898-99 31 


» 1897-98 81 
— 
. >» 1896.97 624 6,895 6,419 186,048 28 


* Note.—in fp case ot 3 — —— , ! roan 
es en Woatats, ure Col ae of “e ae only is taken, as the sae 
‘. a num teats i the Brahm: 

‘Mis Dil Wh tcc yar al hse pa Wt, Nahar Dio a soe hs ra 








During the year there was no change in the lengths of the canals, In 


Ouriers. 








HX, 
OntTn. 
“RAINPALL, 138. The avatar rainfall of the last five years at thirteen ‘stations, tity 

ed within the canal-irrigated area, is shown below for the “harif and rabi 









° AVERAGE OF THIRTREN STATIONS. 


1894-95. | 1295-96. | 1896.97. | 1897-98. 1898-99. 




















July 


m1 ont August " 
Kharif season Att ay 


October 
Total 
November’ ... 
Rabi " XS ao an 
Febroary 
Total 


Whole year 





The average fall for the year was 58 87 inches, as compared with mean 
average for the last 80 years of 57:45 inches. The average rainfall/recorded at 
nine stations in the Central Provinces, from which area of country the Mahanadi 

oe river derives the greater part of the supply, was 48°68 inches in 1898-99, as 
compared with 52°45 inches in 1897-98. 
IRRIGATION. 14, The assessed areas for the last ten years, with the yearly rainfall, 
are shown in the following statement :—- 


Perennial : 
Year. Kharif. Rabi. or Total. Rainfall. 
sugarcane, 


Acres. 
1888-89 w» | 156,319 
1889-90... 180,568 
, 1890-91 ...| 175.829 


’ 1891-92  ...| 173,453 
1892-938... | 158,025 
1893-94  ...| 100,406 

1894-95 ...| 118,116 

1895-96 ...| 111,181 

1896-97 ...| 168,533 

1897-98  ...| 185,158 


Average of pre- 
vious five 










years 186,669 
1898.99... 


186,171 





Norr.—The area irrigated during the ‘wes 194,847 198, in 1897-98. ‘These 
bet Se eer 847 acres, against 195,602 7 1 


“areas inclide chaukidars’ j from asseesmont (vide paragraph 11). 


The area ansegued was 827 aeres less than. the year 1897-98, , which 
showed the largest figure on record since the Gaye the canals for 
_ irrigation, but it exooeds the average of the previous five years by 47,799 acres- 







i ys CR 
he total area assessed is below that of the previous year, owing toa smaller 
rabi irrigation, This is always to fluctuations. It Y cans entirely dalwa (spring) r 
rice situated in tracts gy aap Prey Sota t we have no proper channels for leading 
the water to the tracts for which it is wan’ A scheme is under consideration for maki 
a channel for this ich, if it can ba carried out, at not too great cost, should | 
to an extension of radi irrig ee we | 
15, The following’ statement shows the details of the assessments, as Assussxenr 





by, + 























compared with the figures ef the two preceding years :— baa | 
* rata TROL FEIT PRN GRIN EO) oe Re \ 4 
F 
Rs, a. P. Acres, Acres, Rs, Acres, | Rs. 
a | 
Mette fle = 0 8) oe Glace. Reiman De eated 
Dhoya ie ” pom "| 9 8 9] 38387 io77 | Basa) iiza9 Sous 
Perennial crops ~ thin | 4.0 8 | 5 en a vig pal . 
a 0°80 4 a , 
ee “1080! 
(Flow } ee } ih tf | mh 89 
Rabi ow ene 4 05 0} 
Laat nf to \ 
D 580 a1 
hoya oe oes on - see 
Unnuthorised tigation" {fan | : vied, Rn os . 
Additional kharif demand (Flow ...| 7 20,173 1,055 | 3619 1,178 i504 
assessed after the close of } ; 
athe year. Dhoyan| 4,060 107 B ais 101 
crops WW ae eee 
assessed Sorue. close of ae ' : " 
ya ose 3 


thi 5 
Additional rabi assessed { Flow ,.. 
after the close of the year. { Dhoya 


Total 


6972 | 10,261 6,030 7,502 





192,676 | 271401 | 191,319 | 270,272 





The total areas leased and assessed, as compared with the previous year, 
are shown below:— 













Acres, Acres. Acres. 





Long leases oy ... | 189,451 | 185,097 | 191,019 | 186,058 

ie Season leases. : 
ie es i - 616 624 624 
Rice, 61 1B 113 
2B i 6,972 5,122 5,054 





4109 | 192,676 | 198,878 | 191,849 






Tut 


shes 









wa es 
us explains the difference betw the 









Dury ov 
WATER, 


- The distribution by divisions and canal systems of the areas len 
steep assessed is given in the following table, in which ‘sugarcane is classed ag 


75,262 | 73,750 











{ Taldenda . see” ae 18,256 | 17,975 7 17,712 

Mamanavr—,, ‘ 

Machgong 38,885 | 33,165 , 28 82,702 
Total 51,640 | 51,140 35 ' 

| | | EE 

f High Level Canal, Range I 22,289 | 22,212 2 5 21 | 21,947 

AcQuaraDa-Jas- Ditto, do. I 8,209 | 2,995 186 182} 3,119 






Ditto, do, IIL 
Jaipor ae 


29,058 | 29,038 | 210 
14,820} 10,624] 4,016 










* Includes Perennial. 


16. The statement below shows the duties obtained in the kharif season 
on each of the canals :-— 












Ls 

Supply at lsu lyused! Dutyon | Rainfall 

howd. Mor uvigation supply used.! for period. 
: | 





1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 6 . 
. Cubic feet. | Cubic feet | Acres per 
per second. | per second. second, Inches, 
Taldanda system... 759 668 78 46°96 
Kendrapara .,, = 117 1,031 7 46°08 
High gn Canal, Range I 300 163 , 





The figures are of little value, as any duties calculated on averages are 
misleading. There was no opportunity of testing the real duty during @ 
aan _of pressure, which is the only true test, as there was awple rain in 

ctober, 


Some observations on the quantity of water required during the period 
when the rice is being ploughed in or transplanted in July and August were 
made in the Jajpur subdivision by Babu Kristo Dhone erjee, Supervisor. 
These showed that in the absence of rain, or with only slight assistance from Bi 
rain, a duty of only 58 acres per cubic foot per second, as measured at the out- — 
eteirhw eter a h distributary Appendix I. Until — 

etails of the on each distributary are given in n + Until 
the outlets are adjusted so as to be suitable to tleasanenarte ts Sel , and 
the supply in the distributaries’ can, consequently, be better 
the results obtained have but little value. ee 





















‘general results for the year 1898-99 
broadcast and transplanted “preter ; 


aRRBRERGRRBEE 


A general abstract of the results of all the experiments made in the year 
under review is given in the following table: — \ 


ATEBAGR-OUT. 1 Vico 20 Gurrrvae | Varun 3 Curttva- 
TORS OF OUTTURN | TORS Ov OVTTURN 
FROM UNIRRIGATED 

LAND FBR ACRE. 





The Superintending Engineer writes:— 

“The result generally indicates that the oro. both irrigated and unirrigated, wero 
inferior to those of the previous thes yours, and this, I scallaestied, is ths general opinion 
among the rice merchants. Tho difference in favour of the irrigated crops is very marked, 
but our experiments are on too small a scale to be of any great value, though they are 
" undoubtedly of some use as giving indications of the comparative yield.” 

The average value of the rice outturn from the irrigated lands in Orissa is 
given by the uperintending Engineer as Rs. 28 per acre, while from the 

irrigated lands it is given as Rs, 18 per acre, 


18. The demands, collections, and balances of water-rates are shown 
below for the last five years :— Lean 













Remitted | Balance at 
or the end 
'|written off. of the year. 






1,68,449 | 2,381,799 
2,31,227 | 9'63/867 
2,35,517 | 2\69'860 
8,16,520 | 3/21'117 
2,783,191 | 2787855 


1,938,550 
2,24,648 
2,46,777 
3,14,729 
2,72,282 






6,109 | 82,140 
4,876 | 34,348 
18,486 4,597 
5,724 664 


1473} Nil © 






















"There was ts ontstanding balance at the end of the y 
satisfactory and reflects much credit on the Deputy Collector, Babu ie 
Lall, and his staff. The demands were collected from more than 150,000 i 


5. ; 
Of the total Rs. 1,473 rewitted and written off, Rs. 1,338 were classed 

a as remission, and Rs. 135 written off as irrecoverable. Including miscellane- 

os ous revenue, the total amount realized by the Deputy Collector was Rs. 2,73,211, 

sas against Rs. 3,25,336 realized in the previous year. : 

78, 19. The amount of certificate work done in each district is shown in 

_ the following statement :— 













Cases disposed of ~ 
1. By being struck off... 
2, Wholly satisfied... 


Total 


Balance 


The number of certificate cases instituted has shewn a marked decrease 
for some years past. This is most satisfactory and the Chief Engineor trusts | 
that the decrease will still continue, as there is yet room for improvement. / 
During the year under review the number of cases instituted was 686 against | 
: 1,167 in the preeeding year, showing a decrease of 481 cases. The certificate 
P process was only resorted to in extreme cases after every other effort to collect 
¥ the water-rates had failed. There were no certificate cases pending at the 


J 

7 

close of the yoar under review, and in no case was any ed property sold. | 

or any defaulter sent to jail, _ { 

0. The following table shows the number of objections filed against 
assessment and disposed of during the year :— : 






















__ The total number of cases received during ‘in; the ear y 3 1,152, 
with 1,737 in the ‘year. The number pending at the end 
was reduced from to 19: this isa moderate number, 








REQ RU VIPER EE RSE aR mS Ta aa eoeert 


cag 8 The statement below gives the details of the amounts remitted and Rauseioxs, 


written off us irrecoverable during the year, on account of water-rates, &c., which 


“aed in the accounts by a reduction of demand, compared with the 
figures of the previous year:— 


Revision of Assessment. 


Rs, Rs. 
(2) Unirrigated crops aed vee 2,220 = 1,199 
amage ~ asi w= 461 43 
(0) Chaukidar’s jagir sha eee 42 28 
Total s+ 2,728 1,270 
Remissions. 

(d) Waste land : ees oe 84 40 
(¢) Land ocoupied by canals wa iat 9 
(f) Twice assessed as oe == 149 8 
(g) Change of rates ans se 2,368 2 
(4) Erroneous assessments eee eve 83 14 

(i) Loss of crops ‘ 349 

(/) Error in accounts si 
Total +. 2,983 68 

Written off. 

Trrecoverable demands oy ay 20 135 


Total oe 5,726 1,47 
Deduct remissions under Miscellaneous Revenue Aare 

Net Remissions ++ 55726 1,473 
ay aie «. 2,586 3,328 
Granp Tortat +. 8,262 4,801 


——es eee 


Refunds authorised 


The amount allowed to be written off as irrecoverable is insignificant and 
the fact is satisfactory. The acsount furnished by the Deputy Collector as to 


the progress made in paying out the amounts authorised to be refunded, is as 
follows:— 


Rs. 
Balance on books as on Ast April 1898, pA 895 
Refunds authorised during year eae +» 8,828 
Total vee 4,228 | 
Payments made during year... aed +. 8,995 
Balance on books on 81st Margh 1899 axes 3) Sane 


| j —— 


This shows an improvement, and the accounts of these payments and of 

nce unpaid are now being kept in a more methodiéal manner. 

22, There were no appeals to the Collectors of districts from the order 
of Canal officers during the year. Eight cases were dealt with i the Superin- 
tending Engineer in revision of the proceedings of Divisional Officers. In two 
cases the decision of Divisional Officers was revised, and in six it was upheld. 

23. Criminal cases.—In the Mabanadi Division there were three cases 
instituted, in two of which convictions were obtained and the third was dis- 
missed. In the Brahmini-Byturni Division three cases were instituted, and in 
the Acquapada-Jajpur Division two cases, in all of which convictions were 
obtained. "The cases were not of a serious nature, 


"S APPEaLs. 





Ravexve 24. The cost of the Revenue Establishment for the last fivé years e 


nas shown below :— 


ce Cig a 




















Establishment under Deputy Collector. 


LL 1894-95, | 130590 al 1896-97. | 1897-98. sem 1898.99, 


— 


Rs. Rs. Rs, 
Permanent establisment, including travelling 48,679 42,735 46,572 
allowance, 
Temporary establishment eee oes 11,166 6,161 4,29) 
Contingencies tee eas eee 8,206 2,457 2,520 
Headmen’s fees owe ree on 80 
Establishment under Executive Engineer. 
Permanent and temporary establishments, in- 8,568 9,266 
cluding travelling allowances, 
Water-rogulation establishment .., see 2,982 8,585 4 
Total eee aging 66,114 
Collections of water-rates and miscellaneous| 2,12,178 2,73,011 
revenue, 
Percentage 








There was a reduction in the cost of both permanent and temporar 
establishments employed under the Deputy Collector and the Executive En 
ineers which is so far satisfactory, but the Chief Engineer considers that the: 
is room still for further economy in these establishments, A slight increase 
took place in the water-regulation establishment, 
Navioatton, 55, The following statement shows the receipts from ‘ Navigation” for 
the last five years ;— 















Tatpawpa | Kexprapara | Hien Lever | Hien Leven Hion Leven JarPoR 
Srera, Oxerax. maser. | nosh. Raxor it, | Cava 
Yuan, q Z i 4 | 2 d | | f 
Hy 3 % 3 + s 3 
Eig] 2 eld dea eal 
wm?) & le % Be |e z 4 
No.| Ra | No] Rs. | No. Re | Re 
1893.96 vo | GR | 14,869] 78 83,905 | 33 1,190,115 
1894-95, | SE | 26,028] 78 | 65,000 | 38 96,220 
1895.06 o» a | 558) 15,011 | 78 | 1,046,598 |, 33 1,462,617 
1806-07, | 85R | 28,980] 78 | 1,06086 | 33 |. 258,208 
1807-08 ~~ ow» | SOR | 18,787) 78 | 1,16,580 | 33 1,64,169 
1898-09 55 | 22,236) 78 88,3138 | 33 1,386,317, 


* Exclusive of the receipts from ‘Transport Service and hire of boats and steamers, 


SUPPLEMENT T0 THE CALCUTTA GAZRTTE, NOVEMBER 22, 1800. 2000 
* : j . 
© receipts during the year were considerably less than in the previous 
year. ‘his was chiefly due to the opening of the Bengal and Nagpur Railway. 


; Regarding the articles of traffic carried on the canals, the Superintending 
Engineer writes :— 





“There was a large reduction in the rice carried, due to slackness in the export trade from 
Orissa. The reductions in metals and building materials are duo to less materials for the 
railway works having been brought over the canals, 

There Was some increase in oilseads, saltand miscellaneous goods, but generally traffic 
was slack. The railway was open for goods traffic for a few months at the close of the year 
under review, but it cannot be said to have as yet had any effect on the goods traffic over 
the canals.’ 


The number of passengers carried during the pre was 138,277 against 

173,152 in the previous year, showing a reduction of 34,875. This was caused 

by the opening of the railway. It is probable that before long the passenger 

traffic on the canals will be almost entirely diverted. 
The traffic on the Orissa Canals is detailed below for the last ten years, ‘Taarrw. 

the Transport Service being excluded:— 











| 1990-00, | rw, | mere | sanon | wees | smson | ames | amen | ran 1808-99, 


ead TV Sa a 

















ow» No, 7 Ww 204 2044 2048 204; 204; 2043 
Hieollestme® ge on Rs. 78,039 1,06,961 | 1,20,761 1,00,503 1,109,115 96.290" Laser 1,66,908 1,64,100" 1,386,317 * 
Kate ef toll per mile =|, +09 6043, 589°8 400°8 581°7 4690 096° 79 8019 605°7 
Nomber ¢ boats plying 
dufing emptice No, | 93,88 | 1,797 sures | aos soe | 1oe70 | 95,185 | au | asi | snose 


237,509 ; 314,240 832,423 297,109 309,748 239,006 $46,932 887,038 546,766 357,181 
we Res, | 48,608,255 85,21,551 | 95,40,756 | 84,00,728 71,00,487 | 51,72,772 | 77,090,283 1,00,14,777 /1,17,13,168 1,00,83,914 


tt Sa ee ee ee 


26. The total receipts from the Transport Service amounted to Rs. 36,332 Traxseonr 
against Rs, 47,110 in the previous year, showing a decrease of Rs. 10,778, ***Y* 
The cost of working the Transport Service was Rs. 15,989 for establishments, 
fuel and stores, mad Rs. 4,087 for repairs, in addition to which Rs, 4,073 were 
spent in fitting up a passenger barge. The service worked at a profit of 

s. 12,183, 
The Superintending Engineer states :— 


‘The traffic was well maintained in tho early part of the year, but fell off latterly on 
the temporary opening of the railway for passenger and goods traffic. After December 
1899, when the railway will be opened permanently, this service will have to be withdrawn. 
It ie be tried on the Taldanda Canal to see if enough traffic will offer to pay for the 
working. 


27. The following statement shows the Miscellaneous Receipts in detai] Muscera- 




















for the last five years :— mes 
Se : 
¥ Average 
. of 
Deratts, 1898-94. |1894-96. | 1895-96. 1896.97, |1897-98, pom 1898-99. 
f ve 
years. 








Sale of water a oy 
pa ipsa od we 

canal produce aes o 
Rent of buildings ton ose 
Fines 


Rent of lands se 

Ss sheries fa 

Miscellaneous 4 Cost of process set 
Lott. of old materials .,, 

Other items BG 


: Total “ 
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28.. The following table shows the:state.of the plantations for the last 
two years: — 















Upwards of 12 feet. ena 4 to emeee wand 





Drvisrow. 










Mahanadi se 22,087 6,878 | 6,269 35,568 
Brahmini-Bytumi ..| 45,980 11,118 | 13,776 4,849 
Acquapada sed 18,184 6,956 | 4,006 





Total 


- 


The receipts from pluntations amounted to Rs. 3,628 against Rs, 2,346 in 
the previous year, The expenditure under this head chargeable to the Revenue 


Account was Rs, 1,403 against Rs. 1,038, 
Capital Account during the year, 

29. The maximum flood-levels recorded during the year are compared in 
the following table with the maximum levels in 1897-98 and with the highest 
recorded levels:— 


There was no expenditure under 





NAME OP RIVER, Locality. 
1 

N: above wi - 1 | 86°10 | 16th August 1898 w 
Mahanadi ty weir ae Mth ym | 8805 [1th h ad 
1 | Jobra above weir 4 Mth ,, oo 164) a.) ‘ ott: | Gh) + s0 
Ba) sh le YO on ie ” ow, uae 1st 1 3. = Pao Me ES 
gpapurabive ” ee 7 ~~ 
rae “| poate nities wale 1 oth ek 58°10 E nf 169 | 17th " ase 
‘ H 1 ns 
Byturni wi ag] APE te Sete Ct on Sh] O80 ey te | Dh 

indi owe | Randia we a 2ndJune vu] 53165 borg » 12th Sert.3be 

tjurk ow | Bellevue ons ee Mth A wo | T5RL = eee 76°25 | 2th July 1802 
Beropa { Jngatpur above weir... ith bes eens "05 d June ,, 67°00 | 25th 4, 1896... 
1b SS. . below weir 15th August ,, ... | 65°65 | 29nd ” 65°20} 25th 45 
Patia £ §| Jokodia above weir... Mth ,, ay vee | 68°80 6th 5, 1894 .. 
“(| Do. below weir .. oo | rs ae 61°60 | th 4», ww 


Maln- 
TENANCE AND 
‘Reparks- 


‘compared with the 
















HIGHEST RECORDED 
FLOOD. 
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The year under review was marked by an absence of any high floods in 
any of tle rivers, a similar state of things to that which obtained during the 
previous year. — 

30. The —— for maintenance and repairs of the canals during the year 
© previous years are shown 1n the following statement :— 


| Average 
1895-96, | 1896-97, | 1897-93. 


Charges. 1893-94, | 1894-95. 1898-99. 


















Extension and imprvve- | 29,355 5,859 | 15,071 
ments, | 
Head-works: see | 45,757. 52,859 | 64,746 44,615 
Main and branch canals |1,27,400 1,10,116 |1,03,547 6 
Distributaries ves '| 29,261 $1,658 | 29,445 28,870 
Deieas and protective | 8,287 | . 14,734 | 11,616 12,904 
works, ; ; 
Oost of working Trans- |) 15,707 | ' 8,826 | 8,780 10,984 
__ port Service. ; 
Bier r Aa : ib g or ei ia Ms 
Total ~...12;59,717|2,84,799 |1,99,827 |2,23,552 |2,83,205 |2,29,420 |1,93,629 





4 f we 
IT \ TTTR CAT. y b 
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There was a reduction of. Rs. 


repairs, as compared with 1897- 
the main canals and on the dist 
The chief works carried out under “Exten 


the construction of a boat dock 


the Machgong Canal at Barabag cattle 


bntary, Machgong Canal; as 
; an extension of No, 2 


59,576 in the cost of maintenance and 
98, the chief eccnomy lay in the expenditure on 
tributaries. j 
sions and Improvements” were 


4 at Rahama on the Taldanda Canal, and a minor 
distributary from No, 11 distributary, Taldanda Canal; a wooden bridge across 


distributaries on the Pattamoondi Canal: 


31. Tho cost of maintuining each of the weirs is shown below:— 


crossing; an extension of No, 11 distri- 
phon under No. 19B.I, distributary, Machgong 
istributary, Pattamvondi Canal; and two minor 





Name oF weir, Length. 


1896.97, 


Feet. 








Exrenpirvure. 


Rs. 








1897-98, 





Rs. 





1898-99, | 1896-97. 





| Rats PER RUNNING Foor. 


1897-98. | 1898-99. 











Naraj.. 3,833} 3,839] 8,090 
Mabanadi 6,349 | 14.01% | 20,372 
Beropa ... | 1,970] 7,695 | 6.837 
Barhmini... 4,000] 1119} 3,064 
Pattia | 78} 8200) 4/684 
Bytarni .. «| 1,062) 4,975 | 2,199 
Burra’... eas 626 | 5,811 1,881 
Total of all weirs... 18,497 | 40,107 | 41,577 ‘ 
EE i Ns EPS a ei Soll eS Nal Hn WE 





The expenditure on the weirs during the year was Rs. 9 
previous year and about Rs, 12,000 less than ‘the average of 


years; this is satisfactory. 


The miscellaneous charges incurred durin 
exclusive of thoso on the weirs, were Rs, 12 


Rs, 13,304 in the years 1897-98 and 1896-97. 


last three years -— 





»°74 less than the 
the previous five 


g the year on head-works, 
750 against Rs, 23,259 and 


32. The following statement shows the expenditure on each canal for the Main an 





Malw anp Brancu Canats, 


There was a reduction 
year. 


Exrewpvirurn 
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of Rs. 20,838 compared with the previous 


Dneraipo- 
TaluEs, 


Daamacs 
AND 
PROTROTIVE 





The reason for inereasé and decrease of each of the canals is given 
below :— ‘ 

Kendrapara Canal.—There was a considerable reduction in the charges 
for silt clearance and dredging. 

Kendrapara Lxtension Canal.—The expenditure was normal. In the pre- 
vious year, the heavy increase in cost was due to special work required for 
filling in the breaches caused by the flood of July-August 1896, 

Pattamoondi Canal,—'l he expenditure was rather below normal. 

Gobri Canal.—'Vhe cost of renewing the upper gates of the Kendrapara Lock 
and the lower a“ of the Gundakia Lock, which was incurred partly in the 
previous year and partly in the year under review, was exceptional; otherwise 
the expenditure was ordinary. 

Gobri Extension Canul.—The expenditure was a little more than in the pre- 
vious year. ‘I'he charges for repairs to canal banks were rather high, owing to 
the wash of steamers. 

Laldunda Canal.—The expenditure was moderate. Some silt clearance 
was rt in the-first two miles of the canal where the bed was somewhat 
choked. 

Machgong Canal,—The expenditure was about normal. It was a little more 
than in the previous year. 

Hijzh Level Canal, Ranges I, IT and III.—The expenditure was normal and 
moderate. In Range. I the weeds were especially bad, as the canal was kept 
open throughout without any closure. When the steamer service is withdrawn, 
it will be necessary to close the canal for a considerable period each hot 
weather to destroy the weeds. 

Jajpur Canal.—The expenditure was a little more than last year. It was 
due to substantial repairs to buildings having been carried out. 

83. ‘The maintenance cost of the dirtributaries, per mile, is shown below, 
The average rate of Rs, 26 shows a decrease, as compared with the average 
mileage rates of 1897-98 and of 1896-97, which were Rs, 27 and Rs. 21, respec- 
tively. The cost is less than in the Sone Canals and is extremely moderate :— 








| 1897-98. 


in emesis, otal ines Jie Aue 
asm, | ot pee 





1896-97, 
Miles, | Cost. [eri 





















1 A ished 3 | 4 5 | 6 | 7 | 10 
y Ro. re | me | no | Re 
DIsTRIBUTARIBS. 
Kendrapara ( including 

Gotttend Geo Batenslon Sse aie 188 % 
Taldanda Canal mm cod ese Hh ee 100: 649 26 
Macheong Onmal too son sae il 4,933 23 
io ei, = | te) oe 
Pattamoondl Ciial anes amt 2/904 27 
Jajpur Canal Pe a 79) 2,555 82 

Total 11,0003 29,404 


Nors.—The le yof dixtributaries in the above are those which have been brought on the revenue account, and conecquentix 
from the. given in paragraph 13 which include ull so jar advanced as to be fit for use, whether the capital account is 


t. 
Or Tociuhes Jength of Pattamoondi canal, 
t Lucludes jength ofJajpur cangl, 


Regarding distributaries the Superintending Engineer remarks :— 


“The expenditure was moderate—indeed, it was, if anything, too moderate, and some 
of the distributaries require to be a toa hightr standard. It will be as well to 
rather more in these very important works for the next few years. We have now leases 
nearly up to our full capacity, and it is necessary that the distributaries should be in a posi 
tion to carry full supplies.” : 

' The Chief Engineer concurs in these remarks: it is always difficult to 
determine the standard to which distributaries should be maintained, but, 
obviously, that standard should enable the channels to be thoroughly efficient. 

34. The total expenditure on Drainage and Protective Works was 
Rs. 12,904 ogainst Rs, 11,920 in 1897-98. It includes the upkeep of 2073 
miles of flood embankments, and 2793 miles of drainage cuts, 

On the Taldanda Canal system the expenditure was chiefly confined 
to raising the flood banks along the Suk Pyka river and at Paradip. 








expenditure: on the other systems was normal, and doos not call for any special 
comment. 


85. The following table shows the cost of silt-clearing and dredging 
during the year 1898-99 :— 







Name or Oanat. Quantity 
in cubic 
feet. 






























































C. ft. Rs. Rs. Rs 
Taldanda nat ee | 1,032,270 3:3 8,892 | 1,738,888 86 1,500 

Machgong se hid 44,034 31 138 7 ose eos 
Kendrapara... eee] 404,825 26 1,051 70,210 55 386 
Ditto Extension .... 20,896 2:2 200 44,126 5:0 220 
Gobri ody | 891,620 25 979 15,278 60 90 
Do. Extension coe eas mae hme 17,340 63 110 

Pattamovndi ... aa 11,050 | ‘ 28 81 See as ove 
High Level Canal, Range I | 215,872} 61 | 1,089} 1,68,709| “4-2 711 
Ditto, do, II 43,811 42 183 18,096 48 63 

Ditto, do. III 24 Z. shold vee a 

_ Jajpur aoe ase 2-4 81 eax és eos 
Total ae 32 7,101 | 5,02,642 3,080 
Total, 1897-98 «| 2,164,356 | 380 | 8,191 | 6,99,464 4,400 





Some silt was removed from the heads of the Taldanda and Kendrapara 
Canals and from the head of the Ist Range of the High Level Canal, It 
was necessary to dredge the head of the Yaldanda Canal, as there was an 
accumulation of sand, which was reducing the discharge and which could 
not be moved by the flow of the water. The remaining dredging was in the 
lock entrances and in clearing ring bunds made during closures. The high rate 
for the silt clearance in the lst Range, High Level Canal, is due to the work 
being done without closing the canal. It was really of the nature of dredging, 
but by tho manual labour instead of by steam. 

cost of rasing and removing the silt lifted by steam dredgers is shown 
in the following table:— - 





Cosr oF RAISING SILT BY Cosr dy REMOVING sILT 
DREDGING. | DREDGED. 














Name or GOanat. 




















Quantity | Rate per ' + | Quantity | Rate per 
in cubic |1,000cu-|} Cost. | in cubic 1,000 cu-| Cost. 

feet. | bic feet. feet. | bio fest. 
7 | 2 . 8 | 4 | 6 | 6 7 
C.f. | Be Re. 0. ft Re. | “Re 
Taldanda , o-| 178,883 | 4-81 750 | 473,888 | 4:3 750 
Kendrapara we} 70,210 | 3-75 263 70,210} 175 198 
Gobri oe sm | | 16,278 | 4-0 60 16278 |. 2-0 30 
Do. Extension ? nS 17,840 | 4°25 75 17,340 | 20°) 196 
ieee ExtensionQanal| 44,126 | 3-25 143 44126 | 175 77 
High. nal, I | 468,700} 20 | 339 | 168709! 992°) 372 
Ditto, do, II} 18,096] 318 41 13,996 | 1-68 22 





Drepaine 
anp S1ur- 


Carrran 
ACCOUNT, 


Iererest 
ACCOUNT, 


Revenvs 
ACOOUNT. 





On the Taldanda Canal the high rate for lifting’ was due to some expensive. 
works at the terminal lock at Paradip. Here Rs. 199 were spent in raising 
18,600 cubic feet of silt, the cost of hauling the pe 50 miles each way 


being a considerable item. For the silt taken ont of the head of the canal 
155,283 cubic feet were lifted at a cost of Rs. 549-12-10, which gives a rate of 
Rs, 3°55 per 1,000. 


MIDNAPORE CANAL. 


36. The Capital, Interest, and Revenue Accounts of this canal are given 
below: — : 


1.—OAPITAL ACCOUNT. 







Outlay | Outlay to 
Heaps or Account. during | the end of 
1898-99. | 1898-99, 





















1 
Less—Receipts on Capital Account 
Total direct charges FS) hart 7 82,80,766 
Indireot charges pits Gla el ae a” 





The construction estimate of this canal was closed on 31st March 1889. 
There was no expenditure during the year chargeable to Capital Account. 


2.—INTEREST ACCOUNT. 






















Interests charges to end of 1897-98 ... eo eos spe te 
Ditto for 1898-99 aie ace «» 8,381,280 
Total ws 87,24,289 
3.—REVENUE ACCOUNT (Actuals), 
Exrenpirurr— Recewets— 
ParticuLars ; : Parricurars. 
sort’ | Bos | sore | eens, 






Dingcr Onarcrs. 


I.—Works, main- 
tenance, and 





Water-rates 
Navigation 
Miscellan 







repairs, 
Il.—Revenue man- 
agement 


Total working ex- 





2,40,232 | 2,738,980 | Zres—Refunds 
34,865 |(—) 45,248] revenue 


2,74,037 





Net revenue 


















87, Tho earnings nings of the Canal t.e,, the assessed water-rate value of the 
irri, io done during the year, the assessed tollage plus the actual miscel- 
laneous receipts under Navigati n, and the actual receipts under the head 
Miscellaneous, are compared below with the actual outlay :— 











Eanrnines. 1897-98. 1898-99, 
Rs. Rs. 

Irrigation .., +. 1,18,079 1,12,841 
Navigation ... ove 1,830,514 1,04,528 
Miscellaneous . 23,492 22,537 
Total ws 267,085 2,39,406 

Deduct refunds of revenue 1,599 5,040 
Net earning... v1 265,486 2,834,366 
Outlay .. | a 2,40,989 2,738,980 
Net carned profit ve (4+)26,264 — (—)89,614 





38. The Revenue Receipts and Working Expenses of the Midnapore 
Canal for the last ten years are exhibited below :— 


ee = . 
PARTICULARS. | 1889-90, 1890-91, | 1801.02. | 1892-93, | rs. | s8os, 1506.06, 1896-97, | 1897-98, 


ee dads 
































RECEIPTS Rs, 
Water-rat ss 1 1,15,488 | 1,399,981 087 630 
Navigation” vo] 188,168 | 1;19/755)| r'ga’yra | P4087 | 16654 


men ee Vissi | 114 
iscellancous .. 1. 16,979 24,319 


9,004 | "19/147 
Pa arene | 












Total .. 
Less—Retunds of revenue 
Total receipts 
WORKING EXPENSES, 


Driexcr CHARGES, 


I—Works, maintenance, 
and repair: 





EXtablishment, including 
men 1c 
direction and accounts 
Toolsand plant 1. ww. 
Total 


I1.—Revenue manage- 
mont, 






29,753 | 39,502} 35,978 
27,612 | 23,920 51,761 






Irrigation establishment 
Navigation 






















9,811 oo | 9,140 Y 
2,08,860 | 2,66,896 | 1,095,550 | 2,08,190 | 9,024,504 2,76,118 
28,151} 18,871) 84,451 







. On extensions and improvements an expenditure of Rs. 10,630 was 
imeurred during the year against Rs, 7,001 in the previous year. The work 
carried out was the revetting of portions of the inner slope of the canal banks 


with laterite stone for protection against erosion caused by the wash of the 
steamers. The total length of the banks protected was 13,725 feet. The total 
expenditure, inclusive of indirect charges, was Rs, 2,738,980 against Rs. 2,40,232 
in the previous year, or Rs. 33,748 more, which was mainly due to the abnormal 
flood of June 1898. The total receipts during the zon were Rs. 45,305. less 
than the previous year. ® net revenue of the year was a deficit of 
Re, 45,248 against a profit of Rs, 33,805 in the year 1897-98, 


. 








Earnrves. 


FONANCIAL 
RESULTS. 





CANAIS AND 


Durer. canals and distributaries. There has been no change in the lengths of canals 
xm. and distributaries, or in the areas protected or commanded :— 


~—Laworas ov 39. In the following statement are ‘tabulated particulars concerning the | 











and 


paar 


tion and navigation . 
| 






irriga- 


tion and navigation. 


NAMB oF Cana 


Navigable canals, 
Canals for 
Distributaries 
village channels. 
Canals for ii 












Acres. | Acres. | Acres, | Acres, 


Under Mid idnepore weir “ 44 | 260°30 | 294,400 (| 100,000} 64,002 6400 | 44 
Under = Panchkurah 
weir 12| 35:25 | 112,640 
Under Tidal reachos, 
Ranges I and II ... 16 16 | 18°00 | 30,080 


























180,000 23,000) 7,472 $248 | 12 





12] 35°25 | 112,60 m0 10/554 


44 | 260°30 | 294,400 tie 62,95) 
men 
2,000 732 86°60 | 16 








16| 18°00 | 30,080 2,000) 1,307 
- et te Caters Ea El as ! eet 
Canal | | 72 | $13°55* 487,120) 180,000 | 125,000) 79,206 6776 2 n sss 437,120} 180,000 128,004) 74,901 | 
* Of this the longth of distributaries is 288-97 miles, and village channels 20°58 milos, 
Ovruers. 40. The following statement shows the areas commanded by the dis- 


tributaries, and the number of outlets in use:— 








Nomper Numprr 
Total OF TEMPORARY | OF PERMANENT 
i ; OUTLETS. 
Portion OF CANAL, length of | Area com toy uae 


channel, | ™anded. 


1897-08 1807-98) 1608.00) 1507 107-08) 1508. 1898-99, 


Bree Sere ee ee 





Miles. Acres. 
Under Midna weir ...| 280°72 | 100,000 795 755 41 40 
Do. Panchkurah weir ... 85°25 28,000 
Do. Tidal reaches, Ranges 8 187 2 3 
ITandII ., ‘ss 18-00 2,000 
Total + | 28397 | 126,000 982 942 43 43 
a A iin Sas epee TON Reh 





There was a decrease of 40 temporary outlets. The number of per- 
manent outlets during the year remained the same as last year. It would 
appear to be desizatie to increase the number of permanent outlet, and the 
question will be considered. 


Ramnvant. 41. The average rainfall of the last five years at four stations within the 
canal-irrigated area is shown below :— 








AVERAGE OF FoRMER | 
ni YEARS. 
Stations. 1894.95.| 1895-96, 1896-97.) 1897-98.) 1898.99, 










aed nfall Bronce tlie year was 
rice crops. 
vely, were registered at Midnapore. 


The rainfall in the kharif season was distributed as follows :-— 


Panch- |Luchma- poy 


Midna- 
pore. pur. 

















Averago, 
1898.99, 





seasonable and favourable for 
_ It was heavy in June and August, when 15°64 and 13°82, inches 





Average, 
1897.98, 


- | Inches. | Inches, | Inches. | Inches. Inches, 
July 983) 1271) 707] 1061 6:96 
August 10°52 | 1084} 12:03] 11°80 10-00 
* 
September 870; 786) 798; 820 584 
_ October ‘473| 417} 951! 434 6:29 
ee | 
Total kharif : 
season, 1898-99. 3378 | 8608] 38054) 3486 2909 
Do. 1897-98... 2606 | 8062] 27:16] 29-09 








42. The areas of the crops irrigated during 1898.99 
years, as also the average annual ra’ 


infall, are shown belo 








Year. | Kharif. | Rabi. | Perennial 





1888-89 
1889-90. 
1890-91... 
1891-92: ,,, 
1892.93... 


66,408 
68,370 
82,002 
+83,905 
91,217 


1893.94 79,550 
1894-95 ...| 69,941 
1895-96 65,251 
1896-97 ..,! 65,183 
1897-98 ..,| 72,206 
Sed 
‘years _ 
1898-99 _ .., 








Total. 















71,704 
74,901 






53°36 





the 





| 
4 
¢ 


and the ten previous tamosnoy, 
WwW i— 













The total area irri during the year was 74,901 acres, including 4,160 

acres of boro rice ca gam as compared with 72,206 acres of the 

year, showing an increase of 2,695 acres. There was no rabi irrigation in 

1897-98, The area of kharif irrigation was slightly tess than that of last year, 
43. The total area under lease during the year was 76,696 acres, against 

72,206 acres in the previous year, showing an increase of 4,490 acres. Tho 

following table gives particulars regarding the leases :— 

















Kuanir, 
8 —_ 
other * 
PanricunaRs. Surrepti- 2 ial | Babi. | Total, 
Long Annual tious irrigation. 













Uy 


Acres. Acres, Acres, Acres. Acres. | Acres. 





Leases in force in 1897-98...| 71,960 82 214 coped epeees 72,206 
Deduct leases which expi j 

at the end of fe aia 4,820 32 ht ha Name tenses 4,566 

. 

ES ee \eeesimsniems) 

Leases in force at the begin- 

ning of 1898-99 Fe FO a il (LS et mi" too ase veoeee 67,640 
Deduct area cancelled and 

deducted during the your |: “GL | asi | meses. | ecw OA otcee 811 

OE TTT | er 
Nobiaren wes] OGRE fi LEY) OR rearra en re sesees 66,829 

Leases executed during 

1898-99 (area under pro- 

visional licenses and area 

brought under lease direct- 

ly, together with the in- 

creased area brought under 

lease after measurement), | 5,707 | aecce | ceseee | tues 4,160 9,867 





- eS | OOO | —— | 
Leases in force during : 





1898-89 F TRBROE | crac F | i vapasee cell Wes cadens 4,160 | 76,696 
Deduct leases and provisional 

license which» will expire * 

at the end of 1898-99... 8,184 Sacn"G. Is Sidensee to" 1’ wecees 4,160 7,294 
Leases in force at the begin- 

ning of 1899-1900 ie Se 97 Fa Me gant : sere | 69,408 


* Out of this loased Ligri, 1,795 acres which t irrigated i 
PRO Dero Fhar (fares, ’ wore not irrigated duving the year owing to damage dono by floods 





The Superintending Engineer states :— 


“Tt will be seen from the above table that the area leased under kharif was slightly 
greater than that of the previous year. The area under radi is also shown in the aes 
a atecay the water-rates wpe? a not be me until 1899-1900, The total area 
under lease was not fully irrigated during the year. i due to an abnormal flood in 
the Oossye on the 19th June 1898, which Greachadithe in Canal and Nos. 1 and 4 
distributaries, and thus rendered irrigation impossible for about two months. Fortunately 
_ the rainfall was seasonable, so the want of canal-water was not much felt, except on an area 

of about 6,000 acres on No. 1 distributary, for which a remission of a third of the water- 

rates was ted. As the flood-water did not subside quickly en: ‘h, a large area in the 
Panchk subdivision was thrown out of cultivation, which was cultivated with 
boro rice, Inthe Balichak subdivision a limited area could not be irrigated owing to 
obstructions caused by the new railway. Those two areas amounting to 1,795 acres have 
miner rin from assessment as noted pty statement. A 10 per cent. deduction 
socount of increase in area by measurement was allowed, as in previous years, an area 0 
490 acres being thus excluded lease in 160 vi the leases of which were completed 

measurement during the year. An area of 2,978 acres represents the net increase 

‘Drought under leaso after measurement of the villages, which were previously under provise 
BL license. Fu RET 


oth and aie 








obtained from the discharge utilized is given below for the Dore or 








44. The duty 
last three years :— 













a ce oe 
Kharif ; Acres ya «| 66,3884 7,763 1,086 | 65,183 
** 7 Duty on gross supply .. 228 ase esi 
1896-97 . Acres... 6 Me oe ope ae 
Rabi... } Daty on discharge utilized le ee wh ses 
Acres ae — 782 | 72,206 
17 14 ses orm 


. 
tee 


uty on gross supply hs 
1807-08 Acres rs 


FS ae : itt? . 
** | Duty on discharge utili is san 
precd y 1,897 | 70,741 


° Acres oan ' ‘ 62, 950 6,394 
Kharif,. ? ¥ : 
*** | Duty on gross supply ... 434 274 a 
1898-99 — | Duy eee 4,360 | ... | 460 
: is Duty ondischarge utilized 191 ied 


ee 

The duties on this canal are general very large, but some of them are 
quite abnormal, and, indeed, only possible under most extraordinary circum- 
stances. The matter will be enquired into and further details given in the 
next report. 

45. The total number of experiments made on land irrigated with canal opor pxrani. 
water was 26. The average outturn of the irrigated crop per acre was ™#*%- 
17 maunds 27} seers of paddy and 36 maunds 3 seers of straw. the number of 
experiments made on unirrigated land was 26. The average outturn of the 
unirrigated crop per acre was 17 maunds 17% seers of paddy and 83 maunds 
and 9 seers of straw weighed dry. The Executive Engineer reports that in 
one experiment made by the Subdivisional Officer of Luchmapur, the paddy 
weighed wet 30 maunds 25 seers and straw 82 maunds 28 seers per acre, 

In addition to the above, twelve experiments were made by the zilladars 
under the Special Deputy Collector, Revenue Division, They gave an average 
outturn of 17 maunds of paddy and 33 maunds of straw, weighed dry, per acre 
on irrigated Jand, against 16 maunds of paddy and -32 maunds of straw per 
acre on unirrigated land, 

The crop experiments on the Midnapore canal are not as fully reported 
as they should be. 

46. ‘The balences, assessments, and recoveries of water-rates on the Ascrssuaxrs, 
Midnapore Canal during the last five years are shown in the following state. °#70xs. 


AND BALAN- 
ment :-— CRs. 































1,85,016 | 1,42,048 | 1,36,882 4,549 
1895.96 ie 1,04,111 |. 1,08,660 | 98,059 10,124 
1896.97 Ri 1,05,660 | 1,15,784 | 1,00,618 11,439 
1897.93 m 1,138,079 | 1,24,518 | 1,19,909 3,518 
1898.99 as 112,341 | 1,15,859 | 1,07,554 5,718 


RETR 
Pray te ee atlas . ‘ 
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There was a decrease of Rs. 738 in the assessments, and Rs. 12,355 in the 
collections during the year as compared with the corresponding figures of the 
previous “a and an increaso of Rs, 1,496 in remissions granted, The out- 
standing balance at the end of the year showed also an increase of Rs, 2,200. 

Regarding the increase decrease the Superintending Engineer 

“Though the balance was a little larger than that of the preceding , the collections 
must be ian to be satisfactory, considering the peculiar circumstances. "Oihig to 
caused to the canal by floods, the villagers at the beginning of the irrigation season co! 
not get water. In October, when the crops were ripening, a plague of grasshoppers came and 
attacked the rice in No. 1 distributary and did considerable 80 that the cultivators 
did not get a good outturn. As a rumour got about that remissions would be granted to 
those villages in which the crop suffered, the vil in the Antra subdivision Seatinea to 
psy up their rates. Notices had therefore to be served in the .vil explaining that 
if remissions were sanctioned by Government, the amount realized would be refunded, but 
meanwhile the assessment due must be paid in full. It was on this account that the balance 
at the end of the year was greater than that of the previous year.” 

“Out of Re. 1,07,554 collected, Rs. 3,275 only were realised certificate procedure. 
Twelve tahsildars had to realise a water-rate demand of Rs. 1,04,243 from 39,644 rate- 
payers in 933 villages within @ period of three months. As a matter of fact, the greater part 
of the démand was realized in two months. The result cannot but be considered satisfactory, 
and reflects great credit on the Special Deputy Collector and his staff.” 


Renasstox, 47. The sum of Rs. 2,587 was remitted during the year 1898-99, against 
Rs. 1,091 in the previous year. 
The following are the details: — 


, Rs. a. P. 
Remission granted by Superintending Engineer under rule 
28 of the Midnapore Canal Rules ay oy 30878; .8 
Remission ted y the Special Deputy Colector under 
rule 24, rere a ‘a vii aie 144 4 6 
Remission gran’ C) ial Deputy Collector under 
vale 04, clause ff su a ~ Be veg) Ry Al OS 
Total -. 2,889 8 0 
On account of one-third remission granted, vide Bengal 
Government letter No. 3827, of 23rd March 1899 197 15 0 
Granp Toran s+. 2,587 2 0 


The remissions — during the year were considerably more than in 
- the previous year. They chiefly come under rule 24, II, for amage to crops 
on account of non-supply of canal-water owing to breaches caused by the flood 
already referred to. A large number of notices of remissions were issued 
during the D sag 
Centurtcates. 48. The extent to which recoveries by means of certificates were made 
during the year is shown in the following, statement :— 
Sg SSS ea ea peepee 


Mrpnarors, 


PaRTICULARS, { 1897-98, 1898-99. 






Cases for disposal. 
1. Cases pending at the close of the preced- | _ 

ing year ... soe es 
2. Cases instituted during the year ati 
Total bi 


Cases disposed of. 
1. By being struck off, owing to the 
Ginna having been remitted wee 
2. By being wholly satisfied... vee 
Total oscil 


Balance outstanding at the close of the year — 





81 200° 
8,740 





























_ The number of certificate casos instituted during the year was 847, against 
427 in the previous year, showing a satisfactory desvoase a8), The number 
of outstanding cases at the end of the year was 4 against 6 of the year before, 

No judgment-debtor was arrested, nor was the immoveable property of 
any judgment-debtor sold during the year. In one case a warrant of arrest 
was reported to have been resisted. on enquiry, however, the evidence not 
being found satisfactory, no prosecution was instituted. 

49, The number of complaints filed during the year, and the nature of 
their disposal, is shown in the following statement :— 


<x, 
Disrosrp BALANOK PRNDING AT END 
— OF THE YEAR, 










Received | { 
during: | Received | 
Previous | , during. 
years, 


eon Total, 











Ordin: isei 
1am wf Other complaints. 











ae) 








It will be seen that out of a total number of 802 cases against 402 in 
1897-98, 720 cases were disposed of bY the Special Deputy Collector during the 
year, against 345 in the preceding year, The increase in the number of 
complaints was due to the urge number of applications filed by the villagers for 
remission of water-rate owing either to non-supply of water or damage to crops 
by flood-water, 

50. The cost of the revenue establishment during the last five years is 

















shown below :— 
ESTABLISHMENT UNDER THE oouzren | 1894-95. | 1895-96, | 1896-97, | 1897-98, | 849! 
1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 5 6 
Rs Rs. Rs. Rs ‘Re. 


Permanent establishment, in-| 18,436 17,530 18,650 19,654 20,799 
cluding travelling allowances. 
Temporary establishment .., ar 332 1,566 2,476 8,242 


Contingencies ., ate 677 1,111 1,689 1,304 
Headman’s fees .., aa 813 656 sas wok eee 
aera aE er Me 
Total® =f 21,411 | 19,195 | 21,327 | 93,819 | 25,345 


In addition to the above, the following sums were paid by the Executive 
Engineer for water regulation :— 


Water regulation, 
Permanent. Tem \ 
Rs. - Stab 
1894-95 nee oss) L187 263 
1895-96 ad «1,208 129 
1896.97 Py We 4,095 241 
1897-98 as +» 1,219 188 


1898.99 eo «1,683 ens 

51, The navigation receipts were Rs, 1,03,681, against Rs. 1,32,235 in 
the previous years, showing a decrease of Rs. 28,554. The decrease was partly 
due to the plague, partly to depression in trade, but mainly to the opening of the 
Bengul-Nagpur Railway. The passenger traflic by the steamers has decreased 
by nearly 20 per cont. “in two years; but there is not any marked decrease, 
=n to tho carried by native boats, owing, probably, to the fact 
that thi ¢ is mainly between Uluberia and Bansberia only, while the 
ed passengers, who chiefly go to and from Calcutta, are more affected by 
_ the railway. 





* 





REVENUE 
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MENT. 


Navigation, 









* :. < ; 
The Superintending Engineer writes :— ; : 

“The tolls received from the Oaloutta Steam Navigation Company are almost the same 
as last year, This is due to the fact that during the year the tollage for the daily double 
service in the canal was raised from two-fifths to half full tolls and for special trips from 
half to three-fifths full tolls. These rates will remain in force until the railway enters into 
direct competition with the canal, The causes which led to the decrease in the private tolls 
from Rs. $4,566 in 1897-98 to Rs. 66,336 in the year under review, will be explained in the 
following paragraphs.” , 

“There was a pe falling-off = ri the rt —— eat the total quan- 
tities of goods exported and imported durin year being 53,960 and 43,511 tons, against 
86,265 and 45,234 tons, respectively, in 1897-98." The tratfic in 1896-97 was the best on 
record, but that was due to famine in other districts which increased the export trade, and the 
construction of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway gave a great impetus to the import traffic. 

“The decrease in trade was due partly to the panic caused by the presence of plague in 
Caloutta, and also to the high flood in the river in June which did considerable Pica to 
the canal banks. ‘Che low rates for produce in Calcutta were also not tavourable for exports, 

“The portion of the canal from Midnapore to Panskura and the Narainghur Distributary 
was closed for silt clearance and repairs from the 20th March to the 20th April 1898, and 
again from 19th June to 8th July 1898. 

“The traffic on the Age of the canal from Midnapore to Buramulla was stopped by 
the flood of 19th June 1898, which breached the canal banks in several places. Although 
traffic on the main canal was restored on the 8th July, it was not till the 2lst of August 1898 
that the — Distributary could be re-opened. 

“Under ‘ Ex ” deoreases are noticeable principally in the case of ‘rice’ (11,600 tons), 
‘other food-grains’ (15,000 tons), ‘sugar’ (850 tons), ‘building materials’ (3,600 tons) 
and ‘miscellaneous goods’ (1,500 tens). There was a slight increase in ‘oil-seeds’ 
(450 tons) and ‘timber’ (600 tons). Under ‘Import’ the principal items which con- 
tributed to the decrease were ‘oils’ (550 tong), ‘salt’ (850 tons), ‘building materials 5 
(900 tons), ‘miscellaneous goods’ (650 tons), aud ‘coal and coke’ (2,600 tons), the only 
item which showed any important improvement — ‘ other food-grains ’ (4,800 tons). The 
increase in the import of ‘other food-grains” was wholly in pity brought from Calcutta to 
the Ghatal subdivision of the Midnapore district and the neig! bouring tracts, where the effect 
of the extraordinary high flood in June was most disastrous. ‘he rise in the importation of 
coal and coke, which began in 1895-96, and was very high in the following year, is gradually 
falling off as the railway works are ps egerena re age and although it was reduced by 
about 2,600 tons this year, it is still above the norm: by about 3,000 toas. The total value 
= — and exporls was respeclively 61 lakhs of rupees and 50 lakhs against 66 and &2 

akhs in 1897-98,’ ; 


The following statement shows the quantities and values of rice and paddy 
carried during the principal months, of the year as compared with those of 








1897-98 :— 
SSS Se 
1898-99, ¢ 1897-98, m 
Monn, Rice. | Pappy. Rice, Pappy, 
none. | Value, | Tons, | Value. | tone. Value, Tons. | Value, 
1 2 | 3 4 5 6 7 8 ‘| 9 
| Rs. 
Septem! 1 1,283,428 
ei 
December “| 900 | Tatoo ’ 
January we | 1,145 78017 
Total ...| 6,068 5,30,800 4,146,387 | 18,809 





The table illustrates the decrease in trade in these items which are the ones 
which form the bulk of the traffic on the canal. , 

Particulars regarding the traffic on the caval for the last ten years are 
tabulated below :— : 













Tnolusive of tolls the Caloutta Steaun Navigation Company. 
i) Inolasive of Poe tinens nth by the Caloutta Steam Navigation Oumpany’s steamers, 












1893-94, | 1894.95. 


9 1 2 





Rent of buildings 1,020 
a Ma lands” 19,255 
— | Sil msn a 
Other items ,.. 341 

Total 22,587 











53, ‘The expenditure on plantations during the year was Rs. 143 inst Panrations, 
Rs. 111 of the previous year. The following table compares the condition of 
the plantations in 1898-99 with 1897-98 :— 


Wis ncagtenei cate a ten Te 
Trees Saplings | Seedli 


upwards | between 4 ngs Total. 
Yuan. of 12 fect | and 12 | below4 












high. foot. feet. 
SUSTAINED: Gcoarcorerre  ene a Tia 
1 | 2 | 3 4 | 5 
No. No. No. 
1897-98 «| 16,358 4,187 25,384 
‘ 1898-99 se | 16,122 4,552 25,498 





54. The following table shows the hi hest levels of the C Fxoops, 
Rupnarain rivers, compared with those of fost year, and with the noes 
recorded levels: — 








‘ ; * lg etna nel Sad Miers rn inom, 


There were unprecedented floods in the rivers Oossye and 3 
by oe June 1898. The maximum height of the flood at ening pSberdirn 


ame the workshops 95°50 against 92°30 and 91°70, the previous highest 
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Maintenance 
and Repairs. 





3 + : ati “4 
known readings. The flood caused an immense amount of damage to the canal _ 
works. The river Cossye broke through the dock embankment at Mohunpore, 
and, the flood water passing down the canal, caused breaches in both embank- 
ments of the first reach, and did very considerable damage to the distributaries 
particularly to Nos. 1 and 4, At Latchmapore the right bank was breached 
just above the lock, for a length of about 200 feet, and the earth, behind the 
upper abutments, was scoured out to a depth of 30 feet. Two big breaches 
occurred in Reach If. One, just above Buramulla lock, was 250 feet in length. 
The head sluice of No. 28 distributary which was at the site of this breach was 
carried away completely. The spill on the left bank of the Cossye scoured 
the north abutment of the anicut to its foundations and severely damaged the 
apron near the same place. 

55. The actual cost of maintenance and repairs during the last five years 


" is shown below:— 


Heap-woaks, 


Maw CanaL. 


it 




































Average of 
1898-94. | 1894-95. | 1896-98. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. revious | 1898.99, 
ve years, 
1 2 8 | 4 | 6 6 | 7 | 8 
1 
Rs, 
Head works, including 12,693 9,260 21,476 
buildings. 
Main canal and branches... 65,331 74,899 94,310 
Distributaries 26,222 19,485 40,260 
geome and protective 1,898 2,171 4,684 
works, 
Working steam-launches 8,011 2,882 2,976 








and bholios. 
Total 













1,08,166 | 1,08,697 | 1,11,916 | 1,683,706 





The outlay during the year was Rs. 55,009 more than that of the preced- 
ing year, The increase too oes in all items of the charges. It was mainly 


due to the very heavy flood of June 1898, which did considerable damage to 
the canal works, banks and distributaries. 

56. The expenditure on head-works was Rs, 15,601 against Rs, 5,660 in 
the previous year, showing an increase of Rs. 9,941. On ordinary repairs 
Rs. 9,075 were expended, and on flood-damage repairs Rs. 6,526. , 

The expenditure on the Midnapore and Panchkurah head-works during the 

ear was Rs. 15,601 and Rs. 5,875, respectively, against Rs. 5,660 and Rs, 3,600 
in the previous year. On weirs the pg Soares was at the rate of Rs. 2:91 per 
foot run at Midnapore, and Re. 1-7 at Panchkurah, as compared with Re. 0°92 
and Re. 1°68, respectively, last year. 

57, The mileage rate for repairs to the main canal was Rs, 2,572, as 
compared with Rs. 1,858 inthe previous year. This, again, was due to heavy 
repairs made necessary by the flood. 

The cost of working steam-launches and bdholios used for inspection 
purposes was Rs. 2,976 against Rs. 2,882 in 1897-98. This expenditure was 
chiefly confined to working the steam-launch Kabaduck and Superintending 
Engineer’s inspection launch Maud. ' 

The expenditure on Tools and Plant was Rs. 23,776, as compared with 
Rs. 33,755 in the previous year. he outlay was mainly incurred on thorough 
repairs to dredging plant at a cost of Rs. 19,499. 

58. On Rute vlarien. the expenditure on repairs was Rs. 40,260, or 
Rs. 142-26 per mile, against Rs. 19,485, or Rs. 68°85 per mile, in the previous 

ear. : j 
: The damage caused to distributaries Nos, 1, 4 and 6 by the flood of June 
1898 was excessive, the banks being levelled down in pleces and. the beds 
filled up especially in the first reaches, where the flood-water was hemmed in 
between the canal and the railway embankment. No additions or alterations — 
were made to any of the distributaries during the year. 


 taries is given below for 


i 






‘ous 


each of the last ten years :— 


Mary Oawat yp Heap - . 
Wonks, &c. : | . Disrarpuranres. 
Se 
Yaar, Length of 


ngt 
Total cost | Rate per | distribu- | Total cost Rate per 
of work. | mile. a AY of work. | mile. 


Len, 
of po 
open. 





The rate of the distributaries is generally very high. 





ee per mile of both the main canal and the distribu: | 


59. The following statement shows the quantity of work done by each pasnamo axp 
dredger and excavator, aud the amount expended on their working during the S17 cuxanno, 











year :— 
ee eee —— Ss eee 
4 Oost OF REMOVING, Litel Re 
N Quantity Actual Steam- [ee ay aie ~4 rate per at —_ 
AME ov Dueporr. Secarth lifting. | hopper | Ordinary ota, | 2°Pcubio |, Test” | cubic feet, 


ba: hopper 
ae L. } 
“Cricket, | S** 





The quantity of silt excavated during the year was considerably more 


than in the previous year, viz., 7,193,100 cubic feet, against 4,870,508 cubic 
feet in 1897-98. The cost of lifting and removing was Rs. 34,689, as com- 
— with Rs. 29,918 in the yesr previous. The rate per 1,000 cubic feet was 

. 4°82 against Rs. 6-13 in 1897-98: a decrease in rate usually attends an 
increase in quantity, but the result is satisfactory. 


‘Lhe total quantity of silt cleared by hand ‘during the year was 1,761,998 
cubic feet ata cost of Re. 8,114, or Rs, 4-9-8 per 1,000 cubic f, 


eet ugainst 

1,151,404 cubic feet at Rs. 7,01), or Rs, 6-1-6 per 1,000 cubic feet in the pre- 

: i g year. The reduction in cost of the removal of silt was due to the fact 
at 


ocul labour was available at a cheaper rate, as the men could not obtain 
er employment on the Ben |-Nagpur Railway in the Midnapore district, 
na) The i F saree show a decreaso of Rs, 45,305, and the 
working expenses have exceeded those of last year by asum of Rs, 33,748. The 


net revenue has decreased from that of last year by a sum of Rs, 79,053. The 


~°88 In revenue is mainly due to the depressed state of trade, and the increase 
in working expenses Was caused by the =r expenditure which had to be 
i ti 


ineurred in making good the damage done to the canal by the un cedented 
flood of June 1898. or sat Sea 
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‘is 61. The Capital, Interest and Revenue accounts of this canal are given | 
ow :— 


1.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT. 
eee ————S———————————————EE 
‘Outla a Outlay to end 






Heap oF Account. 1898-99. "| of 1898-99, 









Drrecr CHARGES Ree ope ae ae 25,682,654 
Less—Receipts on capital account —.,. ig ose 92 
Net total direct charges... 25 51,729 
Ixpinecr CHARGES, — 
Capitalization of abatement of land revenue oe ant 11,210 
Leave and pension allowances | eve Hy a 52,303 





Total indirect charges - 63,518 






The remodelling works on the canal were completéd in tho year 1866-97, 
During the year no expenditure was incurred chargeable to capital account. 


2.—INTEREST ACCOUNT. 





Rs. 

Interest charges to end of 1897-98... -  21,89,517 
Ditto for 1898-99... eae 1,02,069 
Total se 22,41,586 


8—REVENUE ACCOUNT (Actuals). 


Exprenvircre— ~ Receirrs, 


ParvicuLaRs, miPs ‘ ; Panricunars, 
1898-99. 


During | Durin| 
1897-98, 1897-98. 1898-99. 









sah Ne Nae eer Tt ey eee eee 
Spies : 3 tt 






62. The following statement shows the receipts on ‘revenue account and 
working expenses for the last ten years:— 


RECEIPTS, 
wigation =, ue tet 
Total =... 
Less—Retunds of revenue ... 
Tota! Receipts 


WORKING EXPENSES, 
Dinxcr Cnarexs, 
I—Works, maintenance, 
and repairs, 


Works extensions and im- 
PrOVEMENIS wee sae 





I1.—Revenue management, 
Navigation establishment ... 
Total Direct Charges 5 
INDIRECT CHARGES w —_,.. 
‘Total working expenses... 
Not revenue 


The working expenses were Rs, 50,029, as compared with Rs. 89,388, in 
, 1897-98. On extensions and improvements, the fo lowing works were com- 
pleted or in te id during the years :— ‘ 


Two lock-bridges—one at Etamagra and the other at Terapakia, for which 
an estimate amounting to Rs. 3,990 was sanctioned. 

A new toll office at Gewankhali: this was sanctioned at a cost of 
Rs. 1,496, but the expenditure of the year was Rs. 611 only. The work could 
not ya cote owing to the delay in the arrival of iron-work from 
England. . 

“i weir in front of the Gewankhali supply sluice: this is to exclude the 
heavy silt-laden water from the rupply channel when the sluice is working: 
the expenditure on this work was Rs, | 627. « : 

The canal was maintained in an efficient condition throughout the year. 
The total cost of maintenance, and repairs (exclusive of extensions and improve- 
ments, but inclusive of establishment and tools and plant and indirect char 8), 
was Rs. 45,913, as compared with Rs, 39,388 in the previous year. There 
were no special repairs done to the canal, The whole length was open 
to traffic throughout the year, with the exception of a short length (about 6,670 
feet), which was cross-bunded for silt clearance by hand labour, This, however, 

id not cause any interruption to traffic, as the supply channel at Gewankhali 
was used for navigation purposes. About diated of the work was completed 


during the under report. The remaining portion will be cleared uring 
1899-1900. atin “ ae 



















63. The length of the Canal, Ranges I and II, remains the same as last (Lixarns oF 
Year, viz. 29 miles from the junction of the lock channel and the Hooghly cuansne me 
i to Kali 


' niver at Gewankhali 
are in the former range, inclu 


the Haldi river crossing, and 162 miles in 


the latter. The supply channel at i will phere have to be eyen- 
tually extended still further, as a considerable quantity of silt is carried beyond 
the supply channel into the canal. 


on the Rassalpur river, of which 12} miles 4% Knat. 


G4. Tho rainfall registered at Contai was 55°62 inches against 61°38 Rama 


inches in the previous yoar. It was below the ee er May and June, up 
to the average in July, August and September, and in October it was heavier 
than usual, At Etamagra the rainfall was 55°47 inches against 45°55 inches 
in the previous year. ; 
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65. Tho traffic statistics of the canal for the last ten years are given 
below :— alse tenes 













Miles open wo we MO, 





Toll collections ow» Re, |(a) 40,841 |(a)27,145 0} (a)58,209 | (a)87,089 |(a)60,677 | (a)89,511 |(a)90,755 (a)78,769 







Rate of toll per mile 821 


Number of boats, in- 
Sledding empty boats No, 





18,785 | 10,215 | 15,832 16,0 15.185 | 15,602 | 22,979] 21,488 | 17,604 











Tonnage of boats .,, Tons | 124,005 | 1,78,640 | 193,345 | 208,574} 290,505 | 282,272 229,306 


Passongers carried .., No. |(b)30,222 |(6)22,420 | (B)27,320 (0) 42, 60,081 | (5)34,051 | (b)27,581 |()28,075 | (b) 26,026 |(d)28,43 


Estimated value of 
EY ae 42,87,488 |44,85,280 | 48,894,993 | 09,55,120 | 77,30,218 | 53,18,200 








iy Inclusive 
The tollage receipts were Rs, 73,759 against Rs. 90,755 in the previous 
year, showing a decrease of Rs. 16,996, 
The Superintending Engineer writes: — 

oo number of bosts x feck tickets by Ca ie a compared with anaes ae mga 
and the gross tonnage was 0 inst 2, in the preceding year. It wi seen 
from the above that the Sonata ond number of boats passing and the tollage receipts 
were Jess than in the previous year. The falling-off in was chiefly owing to 
diminished export trade in rice, paddy and straw due partly to the plague scare and also to 
the low a which prevailed in the Oaloutta market, i 

“The receipts from steamer companies were Rs. 6,729 against Rs. 5,787 in the ‘previous 
year, of which the Oaloutta Steam Navigation Company paid Rs. 6,837, Tho number of 

assengere carried was 22,422 nai 19,924 in the previous year. The India General Steam 
Nevigetion Company paid Rs. 392 as tollage on steamers barges going to Oaleutta for 
stank they uid Heo. ch A few goods and passengers were also taken by them for 
whi i . 78 as tollage. 

“The exports of rice.and paddy were less during the year, but thero was an increase in the 


of tol the Calcutta Steam Navigation Company, 
Of pameegnes aed Ee the ann a erigation sige 


export of jute, hides and skins. 


“Altogether 62,020 tons of rice passod through the canal against 68,911 tons in tho 
preceding year. Its distribution by ranges is Py — 


SS 
| 1898-99. | 1897-98, 
1 | 2 | 3 










Tons. Tons. 
Range I ax a 80,289 
Range IL vos wee 16,286 
Both Ranges I and II 


“ The issuo of through tickets from Kalinagar to. Gewankhali and. ele rd re, 
tioned: by Goveromekt from Ist meng Be The effect of this ameaien Sn ay 
drawing traffic from the Rassalpur and i rivers will be reported on next year.” \ 

66. The miscellaneous receipts for the last five years are shown below :— 
1893-94. 1894.95. 1895-96. 1896.97... 1897-98, of pre 1898-99: 


a ae Rs. Re. 
987 1,436 1,299 1,435 1,455 1,822 








No. No. No. No. 
1897-98 ... dad 6,683 5,789 436 12,908 
7,714 


1898-99 ,., soe 5,121 5,276 | 18,111 


The receipts during the year were Rs, 22 against Rs. 14 in the previous 
year, and the expenditure was Rs. 57 against Rs. 42. The increase in the 
number of trees was due to a moré correct count having been taken by the 
Executive Engineer. . 

8. There were no high floods in 1898-99 in any of the rivers crossed — rrooms, 
by the canal, and no breaches occurred. The following statement shows the 
highest-flood levels recorded at the locks of the rivers Hooghly, Haldi and 
Rassalpur during the year compared with the previous year and the highest 


known floods. 
| 2 | . ‘ 5 ee ORE 


Hooghly river at Gewankbali lock | 115'30. | On 18th August 1897 | 15:0 | On'9ni August 1898 12323 | Oyolonic storm, 1974 











Haldi river at Btamagra lock ...|_ 15°50 15°00 One September | 120°23(a) renee 


Rasastpur river at Kalinagar lock M410 | On 14th August 1897 | 11420 | On 4th Angust 1898 11850 | 26th August 1888, 








9) =e + alarwmarngten tte instead of th. it Terapakia, Mr, Vertannes’ record refers to E: and it 
OTE, — a ven one 7 mi 

bei 18 sibdivisioual heed-quarters close to the river gives better roturns than Terapakia, Datum is 10397 below eas sea- 

yeve! Point, 


The highest canal level in Range I at Etamagra was 11250 on 15th 
September: 1898, and in Range II at Kalinagar it was 112-20 on 13th March 
1899 against 112°80 on 25th November and 111°80 on 15th August 1897, 
ee, tee 3S dredged from Ranges I and II of d 

9. © quantity of silt rom. es I an the canal, an 
the cost of lifting and removal are shown in the at below :— Ja ‘aur clue 










Oubio | © Oost of | rota 
feet | lifting | TOV" | cost of Site of work. 


0: 
in 
dredged. |1,000 ¢.ft. 1,000c-, 1,000 


‘ost of 
Name or Drepoer. i 





‘GRvERaL 
‘RESULTS. 


Caritat 
Account. 


InTsnest 
Account. 





" Bir) chy now wha ad Te TEN INE 


No ing was done in the Sadar khal, which was in a much better 
state during the year. 

The dredgers were kept at work in Ranges I and II, 846,750 c.ft. and 
57,500 ¢. ft. of silt, seapecre being removed at a total cost of Rs. 8,100, as _ 
compared with 53,400 ¢. ft. and 77,500 ¢. ft. removed from these two ranges 
during the previous year at a cost of Rs, 5,613. The cost of maintenance 
per mile of the year was Rs. 1,617, as compared w:th Rs. 1,385 per mile in the 
preceding year. 

In Range I of the canal the only silt clearance done by hand labour was 
near Gewankhali. Out of the total length of 6,670 feet to be silt-cleared, 
about one-third of the work was done during the year. The amount of silt 
removed was 111,560 ¢. ft., at a cost of Rs, 798, or an average rate of Rs. 7°15 
per 1,000 c. ft., against Rs, 5 per 1,000 allowed last year. Owing to great 
demand for labour in the neighbourhood, this higher rate was unavoidable, 

70. The results of the year are disappointiug. There is an increase in ex. 
penses and decrease of revenue; the latter, however, is probably only due to the 
depression in trade and is one of the fluctuations which must be expected. 


SONE CANALS. 
71. The Capital, Interest and Revenue Accounts of these canals are 
given below:— 
I—OAPITAL ACCOUNT. 



















Heaps or Accounr. ne" aoe — ae 
1 2 | 3 
Direcr Cuarces. Rs. 
I.—Works 1,88,07,937 
I1.—Establishment 52,168,639 
IIL.—Tools and plant rg ie 21,838,314 
IV.—Suspense accounts ove oe nob 22 
Loss by exchange ope oan eT se eae 52,240 
Total 2,62.60,152 
V.—Less—Receipts on Capital account 4,17,150 
Not total Direct charges 2,58,43,002 
Inpimecr Onarozs, ; 
Capitalization of abatement of land revenue... a RSE Car 4 87,911 
Leave and pension allowances... ee Soe 8,79,585 
Total Indirect charges ~~ 9,17,406 





The construction estimate of these canals is closed. During the year the 
original works sanctioned and carried out, chargeable to the open capital account 
under 43—Minor works and Navigation, were an escape channel’ from the 
Kathrain distributary, Gurra Chowbey Branch Canal, and some permanent 
outlets on distributaries for long leased areas. The total expenditure incurred 
on their construction and in completing some of the permanent outlets and 
regulators, and the syphon and sub-distributary from the Behea Branch Canal, 
which were in pro; in the previous year, was Rs, 12,522 Otheroriginal works 
for extensions and improvements, the estimated cost of each of which, for works 
alone, amounted to Rs, 1,000 or under, were charged to the revenue account, in 
accordance with the rules laid down in paragraph 86, Chapter V, Volume II of 
the Public Works Department Code. 


IL—INTEREST ACCOUNT. 


Rs. 
Interest charges to end of 1897-98 saben wee 2,28,09,809 
Ditto for 1898-99 ie eas see —-:10,84,849 
Total wee 2,38,43,658 


ee BOG 










Direcr Cuarazs. 


I.—Works, mainte- 
nance and repairs 
IIl.—Revenue man- 
agement oe 














see} 11,42,244 








1,79,840 


_ Total Direct charges 6,62,505" 
* Indirect Charges ...| 55,547 
















Total Working Bx- 
penses te 
Net revenue, profit ... 
Total 






6,18,142) 6,08,245 Revenue a 12,184 
6,36,648| 4,638,167 


12,64,790 | 10/71,412 | Total receipts 












oo 


+++ | 12,54,790 | 10,71,412 








72. The following statement —_— the “Earnings” with the actual 
outlay for the years 1897-98 and 1898-99 :— 


Earnings, 
: 1897-98. 1898.99, 
Earnings— Rs. Rs. 

Irrigation as as + 9,26,880 9,38,607 
Navigation |. ts ber 087,49 1,05,087 
Wieotllanesas iat ae --- 86,804 40,685 
Total + 10,50,563 — 10,84.379 
Deduct refunds of revenue Cs 12,184 3,853 
ja Lee mi 
Net earnings ,., 10,38,379 10,80,526 
Outlay re, ws  6,18,142 6,08,245 
——— —_—_— 
Earned profit ves 4,20,937 4,72,281 
. * Rae 

73. The following is a statement of the revenue account and working piyaxctan 

expenses of the canal for ten years :— Rasuuts, 








se | st [omen [em | oes [ms im 
ie ee ee era 








Bethe 









The water-rate receipts during the were Rs, 2,13,228 less than in 
the previous year, 1897-98. This is due tothe fact that the former year was an 
exceptional one, mainly owing to the fact that the water-rates on the large area 
fe of rabi irrigated in the famine year 1896-97 were collected in 1897-98. The 
i b were, however, more than the ayerage of the last five years by Rs. 56,369, 
ie The navigation receipts for the year showed an increase of Rs. 17,138 over 
j those of the preceding year, and were the largest on record since the opening 
of the canals for traffic. Tis increase is not likely to be maintained as it is 
largely due to the construction of the M. gee ay, Ba Railway. 
j Under ‘“‘ Working expenses” the works carried out were—the construction 
ry of regulators in distributaries, permanent outlets, culverts under roads in con- 
nection with village channels, tahsil sheds, remodelling of roofs of lock khalasis’ 
sheds with Allahabad tiles, and minor improvements to drainage. The cost 
f of maintenance and repairs exceeded that of the previous year by Rs. 17,179. 
pay The increase was owing to the removal of silt above and below the locks and 
pee. at the bifurcation by hand, and more extensive repairs'to the masonry works. 
The Eastern Main series of canals was closed from 26th April to the 5th 


SRR CSTE 











































































June 1898, and the Western Main series from 26th March to 9th April 1898, 
Lunarus or 74, The following table shows the length of canals and distributaries in 
_ Paxaté 48D Operation andthe areas commanded, provided with distributaries, and irrigated 
“nurs. at the close of each of the last two years, respectively :— 
<< ~Sti(‘(S;;;C~* Pim Nepean hod e Sea NRF 
i a a4 eR es 
7 s q & : ; z 
: i E z = NI 
Name or Canal. : 2 8 i i H i ; 
— | z 3 e $/3] 8 s 3 
& | 3 § /8 12/5 i : 218 | ¢ 
i fl a (HANS Wael a | bl ae! 
oe 5 3 <a Fadil z i <4 < 55 < ij 
1 8 18 % 
Miles.) Miles, Acres, | Acres, | Acres. | 
’ Sone Kastern Main ... ow m% 15,402 15,402 am 
"Division. ( patna wi” seis 0 390,603 | 379,737 | s77m1|! 
ren] | 
cave a PP, 229,433 | 220,493 | 73,885 
Sgro Divi- { Damraon Branch 200,817 | 20n,s17 | 7,724 
Behea Branch .., 179,104 | 179,106 0,151 | 
~ raion. cokers 





vn | Gurra Chowbey Branch! wk 
| Buxar  Divi-< 
sion, Buxar 


\Chowsa Branch ee] tee 









Torar Sone Cawats 


is +. The length of the main canals is the same as last year, while there is an 
kn _ increase of 2 miles in distributaries. This increase is due to the construction 
tee ' of the Pitumpur sub-distributary of the Behea Branch Canal in the Arrah 
Be = ie There are no changes in the areas commanded and provided with 

Been: distributaries, aft a 





pal be 


Biron 







Total number 
village channels of temporary | Number of | Number of 


Total length of 


and permanent | permanent | tempo 
mapper | outlets in use outlets, Gitleba © 
woah * |during 1598-99, 














| Ey 


Eastern Sone we 529 3,804 
Arrah keh ++ | 1,845 2,890 
Buxar fee +» | 1,106 1,587 
Total, 1898-99 «+ | 2,981 ‘3,001 


Total, 1897-98 ves | 2,616 414 








During the year the permanent outlets increased from 3,634 to 3,652, and the 
temporary outlets decreased from 2,386 to 2,095. A total number of 29 per- 
manent outlets was constructed in the Eastern Sono Division, and 17 in the 
Buxar Division, Many more outlets have been sanctioned for the Buxar 
Division, the construction of which is in progress. The progress made in the 
construction of these outlets is not as good as it should be 

As regards village channels made by the villagers themselves, there has 
been an increase of about 358 miles in length, which may be considered very 
satisfactory. Progress is also being made in improving the channels, but the 
Superintending Engineer reports that in order to effect this it has been neces- 
sary to bring pressure on the owners by refraining to renew their leases until 
the improvements are carried out. This is quite right, and the Chief Engineer 
trusts that the local officers will firmly insist on the improvement of channel 
as it is by that means that the irrigation is rendered more efficient. 

76. The following is a statement of rainfall in the vicinity of the Sone 
Canals for the last five years :— 

ee re 
AVERAGE OF 22 Srations. 

_— . 

1897-98. | 1898-99, 


1894.95. | 1895-96. | 1896-97. 











Inches. 
12°32 


Khari {Seen a 
arif season mber ... 
Oat 

Total 
November ,., 
Rabi season Pog : 
February... 

Total 
Whole year ... 








The rainfall of the year was somewhat in excess of the evio 
the kharif season the excess was considerable. It was, Lewaves: or ay - 
favourably distributed. There was no large fall in June, 80 useful for plough- 
Ing and early sowing, whilst there was a heavy fall, to which the excess in 








| VitLaaE 


CHANNELS AND 


OUTLETS, 


RaINPALL, 


Truigation, 










the Bari season is chiefly duo, in September during the “Utra Naic 

srg of gar or draining of the rice-fields; this was of little Advantage 

to the crops. The ‘Hathia” rain, on which the maturing of the rice crop is 

80 largely dependent, entirely failed, and the rain held off till nearly the 

re 0 erie the — a ca after the middle of October, a gener- 
ight in the irrigated tracts, an ere was, in consequence, a heavy demand 

ior te from the 5th of October. ‘Tho rabi rainfall nes « aeeditca 





‘and more favourable for the crops than that of the previous year. 


The following table shows the rainfall during the ‘ Hathia Naichhatra ” 
and for the succeeding ten days since 1888; it is based on the 22 stations 
mentioned in subsidiary Form IVE(a):— 






In tue Snananap 
DISTRICT ONLY, 







ng 

“Hathia,” | during ten 

Yuan. 25th Septem-| days after 
ber to 8th the 


October. C. ft. 
12th to 21st 2°00 
6th to 16th 1°92 
10th to 19th 148 
ith to 28rd 2°04 
10th to 19th 1:90 
8th to 17th 168 
16th to 24th 1°31 
7th to 16th 2:12 
6th to 16th 1°85 
25th Sept. to! 1°75 
4th October 
6th to 14th 181 
October 





77. The irrigation for ten years, together with the rainfall over 16 
stations actually situated on the canal-irrigated area, is show below :— 


° Year. | Kiwit Rabi. | Perennial.} Total. Rainfall. 
























1889-90 
1890-91... 
1891-92... 

92.98 126,195 410,761 
1803-94 66,458 366,776 
1894-05 i "41,664 
1895-96 116,348 
1896-97 215,390 
1897-98 103,871 











oes 31,0 
1898-99 —.., | 804,778 | 110,035 | 25,983* 





_ * Hot-weathor crop, x. 
in columns 4 and 5 above and below the black line are not strictly comparable owing to different system, ‘ 


The total area ixrigated was 7,351 acres more than that in the previous year. 











73. The foll Bo statement gives the areas of each cro irrigated under + tnr1oarow 
th 1893-96 to 1898-99 


season and Jong term (seven and three-year) leases from 
under the new rules:— 











(| Long-te r m | 254,515 | 233,756 227,761 | 244,122 269,234 245,877 


Kharif a leases. 


Season leases | 26,013 | 24,605 | 33,724 72,819 | 29,897 | 37,398 





— 


Long-t 
le 


Rabi A808, 








Total 





Total long- 
term leases. 
Total season 
leases. 


1898-94, 1894-95, | 1895-96. | 1896-97, | 1897-98, 









A 
of 
previous 
five years. 














278,760 
26,018 


804,778 


35,567 
74,468 
110,035 








PS ETE eng * *. 
Under the new rules for the Sone Canals there are no separate leases for sugarcane : they are included in each season lease, 


The total areas irrigated under each form of lease are al 


for convenient reference :— 





1893-94. | 1894-95. |1895-96.| 1896.97, 

























Area irrigated under long-term | 291,746 | 263,990 268,918 | 274,831 















1897.98, /of = 


Acres, 
808,478 


bstracted as follows 








Average 








years, 








Acres, 
814,827 





278,591 












leases, 

nm irrigated under season 74,292 | 61,913 | 120,399 259,323 127,190 | 126,622 119,337 
leases, 

Area irrigated by saleby volume 55 | 18,866 18,100 1,077 6,629 8,777 
» without permit 681} 1,176 | 2,066} 2.9024 — 1'706 1,704 | — 3'365 















Total 


mee: es FN te 
-» | 886,776 | 817,134 |800,222 666,166 















During the year there was an increase of 10,854 acres in the areas irri- 
gated under long-term leases. The area of rabi crops irrigated varies greatly 
with the season; when there is good rainfall in October the rabi area is always 
small. The radi ye 8 is mainly irrigated under season leases, only a small 


Portion of the area falls within the long-term leases, 


Owing to the failure of rain during the Aathia there was a very heavy 
d for canal-water from the 5th of October. This excessive demand was 


met in a satisfactory manner. 


The hot-weather irrigation decreased from 31,018 acres in 1897-98 to 25,983 

acres, but oe less than last ear, it was still above the average of pre- 

_ Yious "cn Sd is only a small volume of water available for this kind of 
a 


area can not be very largely increased, 







Maelo 





patna pee ee Ne ect ae ie ea Karte 
Sires ar santa, Sp areas a be 





Svcancayeg, 


Acres. 
P astern Sone a eae .. 8,462 
Arrah bas te a “é eee mo 
Buxar nas hes od ee +. 6,088 
Total wee 25,983 
Disramvrion The areas irrigated in 1898-99 in each division and subdivision are 
Maw. Shown below:— 
. ; Acres. Acres. 
Eastern Sone Division— 
Daudnagar subdivision te 45,492 
Bikram ditto rf 44,986 
Croat - 90,478 
Arrah Division— 
Nasriganj subdivision ie as —- 89,222 
Koath ditto ‘se tee 67,7224 
Ramnagar ditto a ve = 60,151 « 
Agiaon ditto ee ve 84,658 = 
: —2— 201,760 
Buxar Division— 
ikroul subdivision be ss 80,289 
amrore ditto eee .. | 47,216 
Basawan ditto bi: eee —:21,, 053 
148,558 
Total due 440,796 - 
Lono-TeRM Particulars of the long-term leases are given in the following statement :— 
Leases IN FORCE oN Ist 
Leases Apnit 1898. Seven-year | Total area 
Drei. _| hich lap. io denny | tats ane 
en 
March 1898, | S¢ren-your | Three-year | “ig '49)° | ‘i iege-09, 
The leases which lapsed on the 81st March 1898 wore all three-year leases: 
the 644 acres of three-year eases which remained in force on the ist April 
1898 have lapsed on the 81st March 1899. So three-year leases are now 
extinct. No seven-year leases lapsed on the 31st March 1898, and consequently 
none were renewed, the 10,602 acres leased during the year are for new blocks. 
Unavrno- . The assessments for the unauthorized use of water and for wastage 
igre greater than those of the previous year. The figurés are:— 


Pelee Ore Ni 








As sugatcan cane is the onl is taken during th 
hot weather, the irrigation dutiag that season tay be Accepted W Atossane 
as the area of sugarcane irrigated as one crop. The areas itrigited in tlie 
several divisions are given below:— 













































ae ap ap ng for water sold 
against 762 in the previous year. 
The approximate area irrigated is given below :— 


Drviston. A 






by “volume” amounted to Rs. 6,044, 


7 


by increase of 2,700 acres during the year is due to the smaller rainfall 
in the Hathia. 


_ , 81. The following statement slows thé arcas vf the sev 
irrigated in each Division since the 


into force :— 








Season Leases, 





Long-term leases. 
Kharif, 
Rabi. 





fh a] s[-«fis 


Acs, | Acs.| Acs.| Acs, 
64,901 | 7,878 | 6,987 = 
67,804 | 9,123] 4,880] 2,031 | 84,428 183,804 | 7,987) 18,066 
8,657 7,359 | 2,972 | 2,469 80,857 | 129,308] 7,760 8,318 
71,278 | $710 | 6,033} 8,610 87,626 | 127,738 | 10,313 82,336 
H | 63,120 123,831 |19,204) 2,193 108,438 | 142,155] 17,884 58,553 
70,823 | 7,372] 7,508} 8,808 80,506 | 148,515/ 3,636 82,262 
74,090 | 6,685 | 5,691 | 9,402 90,478 | 140,642/ 6,579} 29,056 








82. The following table 


Eastar’ Sone Drvistor. . | ARRAn Divis10N, | 


15,036 | 234,028 | 69,556 
18,064 | 203,077 | 84,185 
| 16,483 | 201,760 | 89,905 


gives the duties obtain 


Boxanr Divistoy. 


16,404 
8,903 
9,486 

16,701 

31,004 

18,819 

12,804 


rabi seasons on the several canals for the last three 













Eastern Main Series 
Arrah Canal System... 
Buxar Canal System 
Wester Main Series... 
Sone Canals ... 


er ee these duties are of no practical value, 
that of the maximum period of demand in October 





Kharif. 






Acs, | Acs, 
46,883 | 5,063 
6,283 | 8,040 
740 | 1,582 
4,817 | 1,097 
106,834 | 4,696 
29,367 | 8,541 
89,721 | 6,038 








years :— 


150,791 | 271,066 
108,184 | 291,746 
77,883 | 263,990 
124,122 | 258,918 
212,690 | 274,831 
140,868 | $08,478 
148,588 | 314,827 





1896-97, 


20,018 
24,605 
83,724 
72,819 
20,897 
26,018 





eral crops actually 
year 1892-98, when thé new rules cate 


| TOTAL YOR ALL Drvistons, 


Season LRasgs, 


w'| iw | | |» |» fo 


Aca, 
89,866 
29,227 
11,480 
$4,186 

184,681 
69,132 
74,468 


ed during the kharif and 





as the real duty of the water is 


Sate By 
VOLUME, 


ied Pe 


CREE PEE: 


he! 


IRRIGATION IN | 


EACH DIVISION, 









2. 
25} 3 





Acs. | Acs, 
9,727 | 410,769 
19,790 | $66,771 
17,109 | 317,184 
18,804 | 895,228 
22,825 | 556,156 
31,018 | 483,445 
25,083 | 440,796 


Dury or 
WATER, 


ei Sake 


‘ 


a 


=| 
[mall 


a 


ee; 


| 
ie 
a 








Eastern Main Series 
Arrah Canal System, ov 
Buxar Canal System : 

Western Main Series .,. 191,611 
Sone Canals .,. ove ee | 216,890 








The Superintending Engineer writes :— 


“On the assumption that the whole kharif area was irrigated during the ten days of 
maximum demand in October, the duty works out to 55 acres por cubic foot of discharge in 
the Main Western Canal, This, though higher than in 1896-97, may be attributed to the 
greater moisture in the soil in the year under review owing to the very heavy rain in the 
early part of September. On the Main Eastern Canal the uty is given by the Executive 

ineer as 53 acres nearly, ‘The kharif season duty is vitiate by the running of the 
flushes to clear silt. "A slightly better duty was obteined during the rabi season, 

“The Executive Engineer of the Arrah Division repeats as table, which has now been 
“pike for some years, showing the aggregate depth of water placed on the rice-fields, on the 

pothesis that the entire ‘utilized discharge of the canal reached the fields. The figures 
take cognizance of the months J uly to October inclusive, thus :— 


— 








Accrrare pepru, | + ° 
DUE TO— 

Yaar. Total. 
Rainfall. [cana at 
Er eet ree ee || 

1 | 2 | 3 | 4 






1887-88 on 
1888-89 tee 
1589-90 oes 
1890-91 aie 
1891-92 eo 
1892-93 or 
1893.94 eee 
1894.95 “a: 
1895-96 vos 
1896-97 von 
1897-98 oes 
1898-99 oes 


we wWro 






8 ww Co : 
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Co cot 


. The total area irrigated on the distributaries during the year and the duty 
of water on them are shown in the subjoined abstract statement. The detail of 
each distributary is given in Appendix IT, 

The season duty as given in the tables is of little practical use so far as the 
kharif irrigation is concerned, as its limitation is the duty obtainable during the 
“Hathia.” A comparison made by the Executive Eu ineer, Arrah Division, 
for a number of distributaries in the Koath subdivision he the “ Haihia” or 
effective duty to be on an average one-third of the season duty. Some experi- 
ments were made on the loss of water in distributaries in the Eastern Sone and 
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wae cada be 





Arrah Divisions. The Joss 





= - SS SSS 


M&AN DUTY IN ACRES PER 
CUBIC FOOT OF DISCHARGE. 








Distrrpurary. 











Hot- Total. | Kharif. | Rabi 


weather. 






























































































| 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 7 | 8 | 9 
| 
2 ee | 
Eastern Sone Division. 
ibutaries on the Hastern Main Canal 2,398 204 95 2,692 100 19 24 
har Ie cae: ERO en Sai 
tributaries on the Patna Canal (Daud- 36,528 5,496 175 42,799 | 45 64 9 
gar subdivision). 
Ditto ditto (Bikram | 36,671 / 5,823 2,692 44,986 67 39 21 
wbdivision). 
eens ——$—$ | 
Total Patna Canal one 78,099 11,819 3,367 87,785 71 46 165 
Total Eastern Sone Division we 75,492 11,628 8,462 He 
a 
Arrah Division. 7 
iributaries on the Arrah Canal (Nasri-| 27,262 8,964 8,006 39,222 96 60 48 ay 
taj subdivision). 
Ditto, « ditto (Agiaon 28,118 4,254 2,291 84,668 107 42 40 ‘ 
bdivision), yi 
Total Arrah Canal ose 65,365 13,218 6,297 78,880 102 61 44 
tributaries on the Dumraon Branch 42,648 19,006 6,008 67,557 76 62 29 y 
Penal (Koath subdivision). _— — _ |_——_—_|_ _—_— eS ae 
Ditto on the Bihia Branch Ganal 88,886 16,174 6,129 60,189 72 71 16 * 
Ramnagar subdivision). t 
en TS 
Total Arrah Division ...}  1,86,794 48,398 16,484 | 2,01,626 | .., sak ate 5 
eae ee ee ee ee 
Buzxar Division. 5 
tributaries on the Main Western Canal 5,526 2,877 629 9,081 80 76 50. ae. 
Sikroul subdivision). 
Ditto ditto (Jam- 2,115 884 195 8,194 167 145 42 
bur subdivision), y 
Ditto ditto (Basa- 2,761 2,416 52 5,229 180 129 ose f 
ish subdivision). ; ‘ ¥ 
“| 
Total Main Western Canal — 10,401 - 6,177 876 17,464 ] 
May: Cero y 
nbutaries on the Buxar Canal rr 43,895 23,684 4,180 71,259 : 
9 . _—_—--—— yan 
Dito Chowsa Branch Canal (Jam-| 29,749 13,290 982 44,021 | 
subdivision), [| 4 
Ditto Gara Chowbe Branch Cansl] 8,949 6,876 ss 15,824 | 
b subdivision). ¥ 
—— |__| — 
Total Buxar Division 92,404 50,026 6,038 148,658 4 
Total Sone Canuls ...| —-804;780 109,947 25,984 440,661 q 








83. Crop experiments. — 





1 maund 7 seers. The Superintending i 


Taste I.—Rior. 
Result of experiments on “ good” vice crops irrigated with canal 





water for the year 1898-99. 
yl AVERAGE YIELD PER ACRE 
WEIGHED DRY. ~ 
$ 
Division. b Grain Straw. 
8 
J 
Z 






Eastern Sone woo] 4 82 49 23 
Arrah Whose «| 10 80 43 21 
Buxar = oh 8 cas 50 | 29 
Sone Circle average ee} 20 80 46 | 35 







V.B.—A good crop means a crop decidedly above the ordinary crop in the village 
en. 


in which it was taken, 
Taste II,—Ricr. 


Result of experiments on “ average” rice crops irrigated with canal 
toater for the year 1898-99. 









Eastern Sone éso7]) ae 36 16 
Arrah das, soe | 50 85 Hi 
Buxar Rah vee | OL 30 26 
Sone Circle average eee 33 | 38 


N.B.—An “aver ® means a that was considered a fair ayerage 
of the whole crop in a0 willage! in which at experioed was made, 


Taste IIL.—Rice. 
Result of experiments on “ good” rice crops irrigated without canal 






water for the year 1898-99, 
Eastern Sone «| 2 | a1 | 10 | 48 | 94 
Arrah Hee we] 14 25 27 43 1 
Buxar fio! oe ee On ce So Pomel ey 
Sone Circle average se] 17 | 24 | 88 | 42 


Taste IV. -—Rice. 


Result of experiments on “average” opops irrigated without canal 
; water for the year 1898-99. 





The results. of the experiments made durin 
year to determine the yield of rice and wheat crops irrigated from the 
are given in the following tables :— 


g the 
canal 


The difference between Table I and Table III shows 5 maunds 6 seers of 
grain per acre in favour of the canal-irrigated lands. In the previous year, 
when there was better rainfall in October, the similar difference was only 

is of opinion that this 








4 








difference illustrates the fact that the crops which are matured without canal- 
ia “papain ange more in a comparatively dry October than crops irrigated 
iy. rhe following tables deal with rabi-crops. The results indicat little or no 
difference between the yield of crops irrigated from canal ,water and those 
otherwise raised :— ; 
Taste I.—Rant. 
Result of experiments on “good” rabi crops irrigated with canal woter for the 
; year 1898.99, 


IRRIGATED WITH CANAL WATER. 


experi- 












Division. Staple. sé 
; 33 Grain. Straw. 
s P oe 8 
Ba Masnas| Seers, Meands| Seers. 














Eastern Sone +» | Wheat eee ose ste aie 
ee “e 2, 8 20 26 10 

Buxar ... if 2 15 23 15 380 

Sone Circle average .../  ... 10 19 25 27 | 14 








é Taste 1].—Rast. 
Result of experiments on “average”? rabi crops irrigated with canal water Jor the 





year 1898-99. 
Eastern Sone «ss | Wheat 9 14 16 18 28 
Arrah aad +3 24 17 1 20 389 
Buxar ... se 9 19 10 81 ll 17 
ee eS —— ——__— 
Sone Circle average ... “at 52 14 il 17 4 
en | RTA a hy A Vie, CO DE 
Taste IA.—Rant, 


Result of experiments on “ good” rabi orops irrigated without canal water Sor 
the year 1898-99. 












IRRIGATED WITHOUT CANAL WATER, 





Bee Ke a F 





AND ee: 


ARREARS, 





Result of experiments on “ average” radi crops irrigated without canal-water for 
f the year 1898-99. 














Drvision. 


Eastern Sone 
Arrah 






Sone Circle average ... 


_ 84. The demands, collections, and balances of water-rates for the last five 
years are shown below:— 








falli 
due for Total for 
recovery. 






1,01,858 
40,809 
22,993 | 9,60,866 | 9,78,859 


9,428 | 11,838,356 | 11,47,784 
1,475 | 9,380,604 


6,69,045 6,017 22,998 
9,568,926 5,606 9,428 
11,42,244 4,066 1,475 









85. The dollowing. statement shows the extent to which the arrears as well 
as the current demand have been worked off:— 






e 
at close of 


Arrears outstanding on Ist a 1898 os 
Current demand for 1898- peed ove 


Total on 





The fact that thi sae outstanding demand of the previous ae the 
er ae bs oie tat aoe wep aor pe Brsgg nf 
ae meee Nasiruddin, spn aes Fe Pe 


ye 


‘ 











7,36,724 7,38,174 | 785,388 









$8,113] 88,138] 63,064 








1,083,251 | 1,083,251 | 1,03,154 







9,28,088 | 9,209,563 | 9,20, 600 | 






Besides the collections of water-rates amounting to Rs. 9;26,600 shown 
above, a further sum of Rs. 2,776 was collected as miscellaneous revenue by the 
Canal Revenue Department and credited to water- 


rate accounts, 
87. The sums remitted in 1898-99 and previ 


lous five years, 
the figures supplied by the Superintending Engineer, were :—~ 







according to Rewrssioxs, 












A 
1893-94, | 1894-95, | 1895-96, 1896.97. | 1897.98. | of pe 1898.99, 
five years 





Rs. 








Rs, 
i, Written off by Civil officers: as 8,226 | 2,665) 3,811 716 | 722 2,295 
irrecoverable, ‘. 
ii, Remissions granted by Executive} 2,180 | 2,640 2,480 | 8529] 19 050 5,166 
Engineers, including refunds. 
‘iii, Extraordinary remissions 1 7) 1s9 298 7380 428 829 
Superintending Envineers, 








i. Remitted on revis:d and cauoclled | 15,251 8,870 | 3,574 | 4,527) 2,050 |. 6,794 
khatians, zi 





Total | 20,067 | 13,868 | 10,113 |" 14,609 | Taab0 14,517 
Nunir of certificates, iamned during | 2,219] 9019 | 1208 | 1,006 774! 1,460 
| the year. 7 ; 








There was considerable im rovement during the year in all items connected 
with the refund or remission ot water-rates. The total amount remitted was 
Rs, 5,601, aguinst Rs. 13,450, in’ the previous year and Rs, 14,517 in the 
average of the previous five years. The heading ij includes both remissions and 
refunds; the remissions are, in most cases, the correcti 
made before the demands have been collected ; the refunds aye mostly similar 
8ssessments which have been collected and haye to be-refunded jn cash, 
these last which give the most trouble, both to the people, who ay improperly, 
and to the year: baa which has to collect and then to refund. It is satisfac. 
tory to notice that these refunds which were Rs, 75136 in 1897-98 were on! 
Rs. 1,118 in 1898-99 indicating that a larger proportion of remission papers 
the Deputy Collector before the 










oh cota Was written off as unsettled 
outstanding for three years, which could not be Youched for by acti 


¢ in the hands of the coll olicers. But’ the most satisfac. 
all the rege: certilic.tes issued. 
ber was 1,460, but in the year 














under review the entire sum has been collected with only 376 certifi 

fact indicates that the people are contented and pay their water-rates willingly, 
The following table gives the details of the remissions (including refunds) 

made by Executive Engineers by Divisions :— 


Eastern | arroh | Buxar | Total Total 


— ssn * | Sone _ | Division Division.| 1898.99. 1897-08, 
1 2 ce eins Ce | 6 | 7 


Charge by mistake for land culti- 
















vated by others .:. rie " sea 498 tee 
6 | Excess measurement or errors in 

calculation fv aN 25 895 223 643 1,508 
c | Lift charged as flow ... wet 8 15 20 48 | 818 
a | Irrigation not denied, but remitted 


as not chargeable under the Act 


= 


errs not having been irrigated at 
f ‘| Injury to crop due to insufficient 
supply ... eee Fe 
g |Land thrown temporarily out of 
cultivation (applicable to long 
leases only) een eee 





h | Failure of crop originally shown, 


Rule 82 le 
i | Land appropriated for other pur- 
poses than oultivation aks 


j {Double assessment, as when land 
assessed on a season lease is subse- 
quently included in a long lease 
in the same year ...° “ey 


Total 


8 33 56 97 


212 | 1,888 | 1,897 | 2,992 














The totals for the last six years are given below :— . 


Average ; 
1898-94, 1894-95. 1895-96. 1896-97. 1897-98. of previous 1898-99. 
. five years, 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
2,180 2,640 2,480 8,529 10,050 _ 5,166 2,992 


More than half the amount remitted during the year by Executive 
Engineers was on account of failure of crops, for which a reduced rate was 
levied. It occurred chiefly in the hot-weather season, 

The percentage of remissions on the gross demand was as follows in 
each Division :— 








































* 
1804-95, 1609-96, 1896-97, | 1897-98, | 1898.99, 
2 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 
Esstablishinemi under Collector: Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1, Permanent establishment, including: 
travelling allowances .,. ».| 54,311 | 55,466 66,259 | 65,570 
' 2. Temporary establishmont ve | 3,217 | 3,960 5,553 | 4,874 
8, Contingencies aca we | 6,696 | 4,248 6,048 | 4,783 
4, Headmen’s fees ais o| 8,309 | 9,431 hes Say 
5. Fees to patwaris “ae ies 114 ae ae Aes 
6. Fees to contractors of long-term leases os 2,485 . 2,643, 2,562 
Total establishment under Collector _... | 71,547 | 75,590 | 74,389 | 80,508 | 77,089 
Establishment under Superintending and AUT Wl ES ie, 
Executive Engineers, 
Permanent and temporary establishment, 
including travelling allowances ——...|_ 45,385 | 46,708 50,085 | 46,175 - 
Contingencies... ns ee | 8,986 | 2,745 4,786 
Water-regulation establishment vee} 2,246 | . 2,270 2,816 
Headmen’s fees .., she eee | 23,596 | 15,003 326 
Total establishment under Exeoutive Engi-| 75,413 | 66,721 82,355 | 75,603 
~ neers. — |__| —-.- —inee 
Total -+ |1,46,960 |1,42,811 |1,50,530 |1,62,858 /1,52,692 
Collections of water-rates and miscellaneous ts 
revenue by the Canal Revenue Depart- “ 
ment a oe .«» |7,45,691 |6,79,702 |9.59,350 |11,43,593/9,29,376 
os | 197 | 20°9 . 142) 16-4 


Percentage “x6 vee 
as ME DRE Aa aS ALE NSE 7A in baa I oe a a Ace Nae Se cd 

There was a total reduction of Rs. 10,166 in the cost of establishment on 
account of the less demand for the year, The reduction took place under all 
heads, The decrease under permanent and temporary establishments, includ- 
ing travelling allowances and contingencies, was chiefly due to grain allowancos 
being stopped, to a smaller number of substitutes being employed in place of 
men on leave, to @ reduction in the number of the temporary establishment and 
to the reduction in headmen’s fees which followed the reduction in demand. 
The Chief Engineer believes that a reduction is still possible in the establish- 
ment under the Deputy Collector, and trusts that the uperintending Engineer 


*will see if it cannot be effected. 


89. The total cost of the revenue establishment under each Executive 
Engineer, per acre irrigated, is shown below :-— 





1898-99. | 1897-98, 










Divison, 






_ Area Cost Cost 
irrigated. | per acre.| per acre. 





statement shows the cost of the revenue establishment 










aa 
ge aw 








90. The follow'ng statumen 8 culars 0 d 
_ plaints. Claims for cade remission are distinguished from other ‘ i 
such as petitions allegi ee canals, complaints against indiyi. 
duals, and other miscellaneous clai ‘The totals are compared with those of — 
the two previous years :— 










































OLAIMs YOR Onpixany Reacissrox— Ormur Comprarsrs— AE yee 
ca 
Drvistoy. Received Disposed of — Received Pending, © 
during the during the | pigposed |, those ‘ 
4 year and pend. ‘Pending.| year and of, | Pending.) ing 
| mesa, | eee Mage ser oh 
fale 1 a 8 | 4 i 8 | 6 ? 8 9 1 
No, No, No, No. No, No. No. 
ie Eastern Sone ,,, 187 a) 82 6 i) a 1 
Re Arh oy 1,562 748 18 16 1,008 | "2,085 18 
i ; Derr fa 1,902 463 783 | 46 500 493 7 
a A —— | | ——__. ‘0 vipers 
Bi Total, 1898.99, 8,051 1,808 1,008 | 138 |, 2,680 | 1,630 2 
ie Total, 1897.98. .,, 4,251 1,806 ae 2190 | soa, 9 
Vs ‘ BORNE ay Be rae REP 
Fi Total, 1896-97 ,, 8,098 8,303 4,780 845 583 303 | 195 9,005 | 3,040 
f The reduction in the number of complaints pending at the close of the 
: year from 340 to 159 is satisfactory. There has been a marked improvement 
in the Buxar Division, but the large figures in 1896-97 were due to the heavy 
8 » demand for rabi irrigution in that year. 
f 91. The following statement shows the number of appeals to the 
ae Collectors of districts against Executive aig ot decisions on a total of 
i 4,552 cases of complaints and how they were disposed of:— ~ 
ee 
A 





~ Numper or Arprars— i 
nstituted dur- allowed. 
ing the year, 


Division. 








Pending from 
last year, 











Es 





ee Of the-a cases, two were against assessment for 

fae tion rates. Of these two, one only was modified, 

ICasesuxmm 92, Thirty-seven cases were tried iy eatiee Engineers vested with 
BeTTEe magisterial powers under the Act. Forty. persons accused were convicted, 
ike and 49 discharged. The fines imposed amounted to Rs, 180. Of the 87 cases, 
Ki 85 were instituted in the Bikrum subdivision, the result being 20 convictions 
and 15 acquittals. They were principally for neglecting to prevent wastage 
of water from village channels, interference with supply and cheeruptiide flow 
under section 93 of the Irrigation Act, Only one case was tri 

section 16 of the Navigation Act V of 1864, . 


Diy 


unauthorised irriga- 





a 



































93, The usual com 




































































itive statement of certificate cases instituted during — Certmicare 
1897-98 and 1898-99 against defaulters for failing to pay water-rates, in the mei 
districts of Shahabad, Patna, and Gaya, is given below :— | 
— seen as ————S———s 
SHAMABAD, | Patna. | Gaya. Tomas ¥ 
2 
1807-98, 1898-09, | 1897-08, | 1808-99, 1897-98, | 1898.00, 1807-08, 1808-90; 
Piaiaiadalalalatalalalalel¢ lata 
pal ald PLETE lelaladd 4 
wz < % < “| a % be 4 < % | 
1 2 8 | 4 5 | | 10 pat 12 
Bs. Re, Rs, Rs, Rs, 
pending at the close of the pre- 8 n7 8 861 |. oe on on ion om 
Mmdituted during the year... ..| 788| 10,038] se7 | eaTi| 95 ao} 8 | me] on! on 
Total ..| 746 | 10,765) 870 | 6,099) a5| 90] 6 | ue | ula} 
disposed of — igh ; n 
civkwing Seon semua seat || 
eet nally entished ‘a4 | 10.987 | 302 68 | 25/200) 8 18 |u} ia 1 
Total 743 | 10,898] 370 | 6032) 25] 20), 8 | 318 n| 7 ra 
cp outstanding at close of the year ... , s 361 eu ws oo a oe “ ee 
































94. The navigation receipts for the last five years are shown in the 
statement below :— 


NAVIGATION RECEIPTS, 












































= = >> —SSEE = 
Eastern Mary Serres. | Western Marn Senrzs. 
Y: Numb Tre t | Numb | |r rt| Total =e 
BAR. umber nspor' umber ns ‘otal. to! 
of miles role service | of miles | Tollage anerine only. 
opeh.::* |FCCeDas, receipts, open, | Tecetpts. receipts. 
1 2 | 8 | 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Le Ce - ee 
No. Rs. No. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. 
1894-95 ie 86} | 19,787 132} | 29,562 9,550" | 68,899 49,849 
1896-96 a 86} 22,082 182} | 29,288 9,891* 61,261 61,870 
1896-97 <s 864 | 21,249 1324 | 36,196 | 18,561* | 70,006 66,445 
1897-98 au 864 | 22,687 182} | 42,855 | 23,984° | 88,496 66,042 
1892.99 abd 86} | 37,394 182} ,| 55,657 | 12,612* | 1,056,663 98,061 














* There is no longer any Government transport service, These receipts are on account of hire of steamers, boats and sundries, 


The ee show an increase of Rs. 17,187 compared with the previous 


ear, and are the largest on record since the opening of the canals for traffic, 
he increase is mainly due to the transport of coal and building materials to 
Dehri for the Mogulserai-Gaya Railway. This traffic will now soon cease. 


There was also a large export in oil seeds, food-grains, timber and bamboos, 
which contributed partly to the increase. 


TOLLAGE (ASSESSED). — 














19,663 | 19,837 9,8" 49,300 
21,892 | 17,861! 114,273 | 61,026 
68,125 


64,045 
92,576 









Navigation, 


eis “thy 


=i 
ad 
oa 





“ous 










Number of miles open we No. 
Toll collections _ aot, 
Collections per mile seal ing 

Boats, including empties .,. No. 


218} 218} 218} 218} 
56,445 65,042 93,051 
235 268 297 426 
6,838 6,944 9,070 10,066 
78,441 105,566 180,216 1,63,866 


Tonnage of boats sve Tons 
Estimated value of cargo, in- 
cluding rafts wo Rs. 60,04,985 57,37,241 65,656,729 75,70,816 






95, The steamer service on the canals continued to be worked by 
Messrs. Radford and Company. 

Tho following table shows the extent of the steamer traffic worked by 
them :— 














Parricorars. eae —— —_ Total. 
ee es 

... {Up Neo. 11,863} | 6,138 | 22,162 
Passengers carried | Sowa a 13,4354 | 6,315 | 2377674 
: Up Tons 887 520 2,536 
Cargo carried «| Down ,, 820 889 | 2,967 








During the year the traffic on the Buxar Canal, which had fallen off in 
last year, revived to some extent. On the Patna and Arrah Canals it remained 


steady. 

On the Patna Canal the steamer makes ono trip a week each way. On 
she Arrah and Buxar Canals there is a service twice in the week. The receipts 
from the transport service on account of the hire of accommodation boats, 
mud punts, and jolly boats was Rs. 12,512, as compared with Rs, 17,854 in 
the previous year, 

The four steamers and 42 of the mud punts,having been sold, and the 
railway works for the conveyange of the materials for which mud punts were 
hired by Messrs. Bird and Company nearing completion, the receipts under 
this head in future years will be insignificant. 


MisoRLLANE- 96. The details of the miscellaneous receipts for the last five years are 


given below :— 















Average of 
1897-98. | previous 
five years. 


1894-96, 1896-96. 1898-09. 











Panticvnars. 1898-94. 








Sale of water 
Plantations 2,883 
Other canal produce 1,466 
Water-power ~ 1,08 
Rent of buildings 8,597 
Fines cae 166 
Rent of lands 23,397 
Fisheries das 479 
Miscellaneous 4 Cost of process... 326 
Sale of old materials B 


Other items oni 


bel 


a i EN NCIS TE 
ris ais pre iiy 


on 
ashe 













The increase in land rents is satisfactory. The matter is receiving the 
attention of the Superintending Engineer, and the receipts under this head 
should continue to increase gradually. 


97. The number of trees, classified according to size, in the plantations on Prawtanioxs. 
the canals in each division, compared with the previous year, is shownbelow :— 






















Divisroy, 
1 
Sone vee oe oe 933 151,307 98,504 758 83, 165,219 912 
ADH work benues ne Be] fa) BS) SS) ee) ie 
Sou 10,008 | 46,058 | 27/636 10405 | 4608 | O40 
Total 00,850 | 947,025 | 251,708 72,681 | 962,526 | 15,001 








There was an increase of 15,001 trees during the year. The increase took 
* place in all divisions. ‘ 
The financial results of the tree plantations for the last two years are ex- 
pressed in the following table :— 
i ee ce 


Recrirrs, Exrenpitvre, 








Drvistow, 





1897-98, | 1898.99. | 1897.98. | 1898.99, 













Eastern Sone BES 922 1,133 1,048 999 
Arrah vet aie 469 822 1,757 706 
Debri Workshop Subdivi- 250 71 1,556 1,693 

sion. 
Buxar ees ove 73 157 1,057 1,027 
Total sid sc 2,883 6,418 4,425 


The receipts are Rs. 1,169 more, and the expenditure Rs. 993 less, than 
in the previous year. A numoer of trees died, especially in the Arrah Division, 
which were cut down, sold, and credited to “ Plantations.” 
98. The floods in the Sone during the year were of less maximum — Fi0ons, 
height than those of 1897, but were more uniformly continuous, and necessitated 
more frequent closures of the canals. The highest level at the Dehri weir 
was 1°10 feet lower than the highest level in 1897-98, and that at the Barun weir 
1:50 feet as is shown in the statement below :— 


RIVER SONE. 


1897-98—2lst August | 1898-99—15th August| Highest known, 1876- 
1897. 1898. 


77—7th July 1876, 














Below 


Above ¢ 
i weir, 


weir. 


Below Above 
weir. weir. 


Below 
weir. 











ice 





























The highest flood readings recorded in this circle for the river Ganges in 
1898-99 were: — ; i 


Highest known since 1875. 


1 | 2 | 8 | me | 5 
, R. L. RL. 
Doxar .-. | Ist September 1898 | 200-47 6th August 1875 | 200-71 
Beegah ... Ist ” ” 16844 | 14th ,, 1879 169-58 


rivers Ganges and 


Bajipur, confluence of | 2nd - ” 16480 | lgth ,, ‘el 16620 
Gandak. 





99. The expenditure on maintenance and repairs, by main sub-heads, 
for the last five years is shown below :— 










1894-96 . 


Panticuanrs, . 1893.94, 1895-96, 












fi f 
aaa Be | 
1 | 2 | 3 | ‘4 | 5 | 6 | 7 8 
Rs. Pd Rs. Rs. Rs. Bs, 
Head works 90 | 27,297 618 » 24,188 23, 26,077 
Main canal, including branches... | 1,49,160 | 1,48,428 83,880 ret} 1,14,327 an 
Distributaries oe ee | 46,087 87,802 42,865 38,18) 39,681 $2.32 
Drainage and protective works wae BOW 4,379 782 4,089 2,899 25 
Cost of working transport service. ee eve ave soar ee 
Compensation ee on 2 “ 6 











Total ... | 2,65,928 | 2,20,227 1,61,717 1,40,015 | 1,81,989 | 1,67,14 








100. The cost of repairs to head works during the last five years was— 


iy Average of 
1898-94. 1894-95. 1895-96, 1896-97. 1897-98, previous 1898-4 


five years. j 









Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs, Rs 

Weir on Sone river sss 18,262 22,426 = 18,922 16,542 §=— 15,852! 17,301 25,85 

Other head works «+ 8,801 5,696 6,344 7,482 7,782 7,111 oY 
Total .., 26,563 28,122 20,266 24,974 23,134 24,412 











101. The following table details the expenditure on maintenance and 
repairs in each division for the last three years: — 
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The expenditure on “Maintenance and Repairs” during the year shows 

a small increase of Rs, 6,444, ’ 
102. The following table gives particulars of dredging operations during sur-cumsnmg 

the year, compared with the results of the two previous years ;— anp 








Dreparya, * 
————— = eee SS = 
1896-97, 1897-98, | 1898.99, 
ee 
. Cost, includ- Cost, spa Cost, Anelod - 
Canals. removal removi 7 ing remova . 
aoe Mate per Quatily over spoil | pate per | Quantit over spoil per 
bank, or | * dredged. | bank, or 1,000 eabi nk, or fos 
discharge foot, disc! ar * 24 discharge lee 
into river, into river, ae into river, 
leet die a fo [a 
MES. 2 le TE! 
Rs, Re. a. P, C. ft, Rs. Rs, a. P. 


S170} 4 9 6! o77,8674 5388. | ann 9 
420/114 4| 161,090] ser 2 61 


137/49 6 25,086 121 413 3 
1,463) 17 0 1,408,985 2,292 110 0 
251/442 81,777 148 480 


Var ho 
2,271 11 4] 1,617,268 2,917 | 112 9 


The rates given above include the cost of lifting the silt into 
carrying it over the spoil banks or discharging it into the river. 

The increase in the quantity dredged in the river Sone was due to the sand 
banks in the river having advanced towards the weir, so that a deeper channel 
than usual had to be cut before cross traffic could be established. The extra 


rate in dredging was due to a large quantity of belting having to be replaced : 
on all the dredgers, 


barges, and 


103. The expenditure on repairs to dredgers is shown below for the last Revates 20 
five years :— 


EDGERS, 








ee iat, 





Average of 
1893-94, | 1894-95. | 1895-96, 1896-97. | 1897-98, previous | 1898.99, 
five years, 









6,086* 3,264* 1,846° 2,110* 
362 114 97 218 








560 188 239 





* Cost of repairs to 12 Fouracres’ dredgors, 
t Ditto to 9 ditto, 


the year the English and Bruce’s dredgers had little done to them: hence the 
ture shown agai y ‘There being only nino Fouracres’ dredgers now, 
i cost of repairs for is less. To the heavy expenditure 
and the agreement with Messrs, Bird and Company, to 

done was to be made good at their expense, the very 









The capital cost of the dredging plant now on the Sone Canals is given 
low :— RAPER E LY = 


Two Two old Nine Two new Mua 











English | Bruce's |Fouracres’| Bruce's zis Total. 
vs. | dredgors | dredgers. | dredgers. ees 
1 | 2 | 8 4 | 6 6 | 7 
Rs, Rs. Rs, | Ks. Rs. Rs, 


Capital cost as shown in the Revenue 
port of 1897-98 —.., «| 1,21,205 83,027 
Capital expenditure during 1898-99 in on 


647 8,12,863 | 6,47,818 
v._|(—)82,900 |(—)82,000 
a _—_- 

Total capital cost of plant 
at end of 1898-99 | 1,21,205 | 83,027 647 | 2,80,863} 5,16,818 








The reduction in capital cost is due to the crédit of Rs. 82,000 during the 
year on account of the value of 32 mud punts at Rs, 1,000 each, which was 
recovered from the Port Commissioners, to whom the punts were sold. 

The following statement shows the quantity of silt lifted by each class of 
dredger and the charges which should be added to the rates for dredging on 
account of interest on capital and repairs to the plant: no allowance is made 
for depreciation of the plant :— 








k | 48 |g.) 8 | ag 
: ig i Sig | £3: 
ee 


PARTICULARS, 


Prime cost. 


SS ee ee ee ee 
1 | + | oe oe | 1 


Quantity of silt lifted, - ft, Rs. Re. | Re. a.r, Rs. | Rs. a.P,| Re. a? 






Panter hand Division 
. rrah (vision se se one 
Fouracres’ dredgere— {i Workshops subdivision ... 

Boxar Division ae os 





80,176 












Total =. 112 2 
Brace’s dredgere tee Dehri Workshops subdivision .., 88,574 1 2 
eel or der... on Ditto oe tue 1,21,205 g8a4 
Mud punts—In all Divisions oe on 280,863 837 
Total 





The gross cost.of dredging work done on the Sone Canals, exclusive of 
hand clearances, is given . The figures do not include provision for 
depreciation of the plant :— . 














Gross quan- | Cost of . 

tity < dreiged “lifting” Fr oar 

in all divi- | and “ dis- an lant. 
sions. _| charging.”| "8 Pannt. 


Cubic feet. 
Average of 5 years ending 31st 
March 1889 ote +. | 10,977,293 | . 62,826 138,676 76,401 








Average of 6 years ending 3ist 
March 1894 wet . a. | 12,060,768 | 62,925 






Yoar 1894-95 tee ve | 9,482,461 | 40,264 11,630 61,894 
10,238 


Yoar 1895-96 i: we] 8,550,791 39,108 
Sorina? =| ma) | a |_| ao | 
Year 1897-98 x »-| 9.203695 9,984 | 3.8i0 | 18,059. | 
 Yenr 1808-99 | 9481,836 ab,oss | $3,876 


Average of five yoars ending Sist 
- March 1899 - "| 4,827,267 





: |ele 
& 






Bae, 














104. The. quantity of silt cleared by hand from main canals in the 
Eastern Sone Division, ‘and the cost, compared with the figures for the two 
previous years, are shown below :— 








The Superintendmg Engineer writes :— 


“The quantity cleared by hand in the Eastern Main Canal was immediately inside the 
Head Sluices for a short extension of the berm towards them, as a bar was found to form there 
in the wider channel, and also just, below the off-take of the Patna Canal, iv., in the 5th mile. 
The extension of the berm proved satisfactory, as the bar to a great extent disa ed. In 
the Patna Canal the silt removed by hand and by dredgers was entirely in the channels just 


above and below the Jock : the closure enabled a larger quantity to be removed by hand 
than in the previous year, which accounts for the less rato, Viz., Rs. 8-3 9, against Rs, 3-12.” 


The Western Main Canal was closed from 26th March to 9th April 1898, 
but no silt clearance by hand was carried out between the Regulator and the 
9th mile in the Dehri orkshops subdivision during the year under review. 

In the Arrah Division silt clearance by hand to the extent of 435,112 cubic 
ont onaiing Rs. 953, was executed in the lock channels during the closure 
of the canal. 


In the Buxar Division during the closure the following silt clearances were 
effected by hand: — 


O. ft. Cost. 

Rs. 

Western Main Canal and its distributaries «+» 899,842 992 
Locks I to VIII, Buxar Canal and branches and dis- 

tributaries .., Bes ee ves 245,727 612 

—— — 

Total ++ 645,069 1,604 

‘ — Sa 


105. The following figures give the cost of weed-clearing for the last five 
years :— * 


Division, 1893-94, | 1894-95, | 1895-96, 


1896-97. 


1897-98,| previous 


1898.99, 
five years, 














Pe of 














Eastern Sone : 
Arsh .., 
Dehri Workshops .. 
Xar 
Total eee 


- The cost of weed clearance in the Sone Canals has 


] * 
ears, The result is a considerable sant Fiore) qauced in late 


in diture, : 
 qmpibeer of the Arrah Division, Mr. DeMello, has! mada rerio ne, Executive 
_ 8nd experinients in one of the lower reaches of the 


Canal, which tend to show 





various observations. 





Werp 
CLEARING, 





MILEAGE 
Rates or 
Rerams or 
CANALS AND 

UTA 


MILLS, 


that the diminution in the weeds is mainly due to the la : — jase hi 

have been kept up, of late years, in the Canal to flush the Canal. e Chiat 

Engineer is disposed to think that the reduction in the weeds, at the heads 

of the Canals, is due partly to this, ei | mainly, to the fact that the flushing 
e 


system has resulted im removing the deposits of mud, and substituting fi 
sand, to a large extent, in the channels, ay — 


The Superintending Engineer writes :— 


“The amounts shown as expended in the Arrah Division and Dehri Workshops we: 
clearing the sites where the discharge observations are taken. Therg was actually yal 
clearance proper, except in two reaches of the Buxar Canal, and, as subsequent events showed, 
these might have been left alone In connection with the subject of weed clearance 
Mr. Ce oe fr Arrah Division, writes :-~— 

‘The weeds have again been kept down by the system of flushing the canal duri 
the cold and hot-weather months. he result win paifeatie satisfactory both in, the Wests 
Main and Arrah Canals, the only drawback being that the system has to be intelligently 
worked and the results to be carefully watched, owing to the constant changes effected by 
the growth and decay of the weeds.’ He gives instances to show the necessity of the watch- 
fulness and intelligence required in working the system but for which weed clearance would 
certainly have been started, and adds :—‘ Further experience will hereafter enable the Sub. 
divisional Officers to meet the varying circumstances that occur during the season, but at 
present it is somewhat novel, and they have to be carefully guided. In working this system 
the aim has been to run the oanal as high as possible, while at the same time keeping the 
surface slope as great as possible by lowering the gauge levels at the end of the reach,’ 
That weeds grow in most of the reaches of the canals is undeniable, but the Superintending 
Engineer is of opinion that if the system of flushing described above is adopted, their 
removal is unnecessary, 80 long as all the water required forirrigation at the period of their 
most vigorous growth can be supplied, and so far there has been no trouble in this respect. 
The obstruction to navigation is of small consequence. Possibly the weeds may re' the 
passage of a steamer between the terminal stations an hour. As soon as the floods set in they 
die down to revive again in the cold weather.” 


106. The following statement compares the cost of repairs to main canals 
and distributaries per mile, during the year, with the cost in the ‘two previous 
yoars :— : 











1896-97. | 1807-98, , 1898-99. 





Cost |Number| Cost 
per mile.|of miles. |per mile. 


Number 
of miles. 


Cost 


Cana. Division. Saber 
per mile, 


of miles. 





































1 | 2 | 3 Ee 
No. Rs. 

Eastern Main Canal ,,, | Eastern Sone age 7k 626 

‘ Dehri Workshops Sub- 9 1,721 
Western ditto a8 divivion. 

Busshi 2... ~ 1a 12} 257 

Buxar Canal od 0. di wis 45} 230 

Patna do. ... | Kastern Sone re 79 167 

Arrah do, w{Arrah oo 654 279 

Dumraon Branch «| Do. oe ptt 404 117 

Behea do. bee | Dow “a ee 81 119 

Chowsa do. «| Buxar oe 39} 136 

Gurrah Chowbey Branch | Do. om ane 38 122 

Arrah a. eee 470 88 

Distributaries poe Buxer ... so 409 86 


_ The reduction in the cost of the repairs of the distributaries in the Arrah 
Division is satisfactory. The expenditure in this Division, which used to be 
ona rather lavish scale, has now been reduced to a very moderate figure: 
this, the Chief Engineer is aware, is mainly due to the steady perseverance of 
the Executive Engineer, Mr. DeMello. 

107. The receipts during the year from the mills were Rs. 1,031, against 
Rs. 1,015 in 1897-98, and the expenditure’ incurred on their upkeep was 
Rs, 382, against Is. 240 in the previous year. The Nasriganj turbine was not 
leased during the year owing to the depression in the trade cansed 
by the importation of bounty-fed sugar, The suatabcatioil wisn account 
pai of the previous year. Biko 





“* CALOUTTA AND EASTERN CANALS. 
108. The Capital and Revenue Acoounts of these canals are given 


1—CAPITAL ACCOUNT. 





Outla; Seitag't0 Outlay to end of 
1898-99, 1898-99, 














Rs. Bs. 
Direct charges | 64,908 64,23,478 
pits 3.0 on Capital Account... et 54,467 
Total direot changes w+ | 64,998 63,69,011 
Indirect charges. es. | 1,293 92,241 
: 


The canalization of the Bhangore khal, chargeable to the Capital Account 
of the Calcutta and Eastern Canals, was completed sisi the year. The cost 
of the work is given in the following statement :— 











Expenditure | Expenditure | Amount as 

















Sun-HEaD or works. during the to end of sanction 
fe year. 1898-99. estimate. 
Se ee Tete 
1 4 
Rs. 
B.—Land a i os 
D.—Regulator .. 7 
F.—Drainage and sluices_... 10, 000 
G@.—Bridges . : 10,000 
I. Navigation f 8,84,572 
ves 30,000 
Le apthwrork om 2,87,204 
Total j 848,809 
na an ee 90 | 1,84,491 
Tools and plant tikes 24, 
_ Total Direct Charges 10,81,897 | 10,57,364 
fer emeeeny 
i ik ad NO a 


“ac linre, doe aa the ‘sluice. The accounts of the whole 
; work ware aly lod bore th ood glk yeaa. 32 mort 





corms “4 
a 
| 
4 





SLE 


SUPER 
. 


= 
zi 


re 


PIKE 


CELT 


-. Fixayotan 
_ RRBDLTS, 





as 








Dinzcr Canons. Rs.. Rs. : Rs. Rs. 


1.—Works, mainten- Navigation see |) 4,15,556 | 8,77,092 
ance and repairs...| 1,60,543 | 2,25,988 | Mi eOUS ass 10,794 | 32,682 
II.—Revenue man- 
agement ee 36,600 40,985 ‘ ESR aS ve WR SE PRS 
ao Total ...| 4,26,350 | 4,09,774 





Total direct charges | 1,97,143 | 2,66,873 
Tndirect charges... 4,262 13,804 | Less—Refunds of 





———-——|_ revenue rn 147 493 
Total working ex- 
- penses se} 2,01,405 | 2,80,677 
Profit ®... | 2,24,798 | 1,28,604 * | 
Total ve 4,26,203 | 4,09,281 | Net total receipts | 4,26,203 | 4,09,281 








109. The following is a statement of the receipts, working expenses, and 
net revenue of the canals for each of the last ten years :— 


1890-91, | 1891-92, | 1892-93, | 1493-04, | 1894-95, raus00. | 180-07. 1897-08, | 1898-99, 
8 | 4 | 5 6 | 7 | 8 |. 9 | 10 u 































RECEIPTS. Rs. Ra, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs, 
N tion woe one | 4,88) 19,268 | 6,15,125 | 4,64,716) 4,07,095 | 4,930,769 | 4,294,275 425 | 4,153,556 
MineSllaneous ers save : 5,883 | 10,218 15,528) Tpigo “ata petty iG30 “ious en 
Total 4,20,824 457 | 4,565,503 06 
Less—Refunds of revenue ... sk 130) 283 baa nar} ign 126 boekY bee} 
Not total receipts | 4,05, 114] 420,041 | 448,003 | 4,565,244 | 4,30,098 | 4,26,208 | 4,09,281 


WORKING EXPENSES, 
Diexcr cnaness, 
L— Works, Maintenance, 
and Repairs. 


Works fesegons and 


improvemen: 
Maintenance repairs... 
nee ablishmen including 


es PO amalenamion i 20,601 * is, iene : ‘Sr bra ease | Sane 
Total... | 80,687 | 2,71,980 | 2,67,084 | 3,00,080) 2,98,007 | 296,960 | 2,30,070 | 1,817,770 | 1, 00,043] 240,098 

1,—Revenue Management. j a 
Navigation establishment .., 30,344 39,553 40,906 40,276 36,600 40,935 
fBotal Birectiohinrges wx "a.a0,02n]_2,73,081 | 2,76,0m8 | 2.80,006 | 2,95,000 | 1,07,148 | 908,878 


. 
INDIRECT CHARGES. 
Capitalization of abatement 





of land revenne & eo 
and pension 2.707 | 4,208 | 18,806 
‘Total indirect charges. 5 2,707 |. 4g02 | 18,804 
‘Total working expenses. 3,88,800 | 2,69,177] 287,120 | 9.80267 | B01,000 | 2,90,760 | 9,01,405 | 2,80,077 
Netrevenue ... | 216,410 1,883,412 | 1,583,786 | 68,004 | 209.170 | 2,24798 | 1,28,604 


_ Under extensions and improvements a diversion cut was made in the Bhil 
route between the Kumar and Madhumati rivers, and certain gauges were fixed 
in the Boytaghatta khal. The expenditure was Rs. 2,828 compared with 

Rs. 1,824 in the previous year. wis een ; 


. 
a A 








_ for tem years :— 









Carrran ovrtay (DIRECT | Rgcgrers any Wonxino Exranens. 


AND INDIRECT)— 











Percentage of 

Yaar. net rey ce to 
. capital outlay 

To end of Gross ( me a Net to end of year. 





the year, revenue. revenue, 









indirect). 






1896-97... oes 4,68,976 


Neo Ae ee 53 
1889-90 se aes | 5 (—)281 ‘1 
a eee 5,498 38 
1801-92. se | (—)10,827 el Ge 
1898-98 Ah, 74,279 “2 
1898-94 1, we | (—)408 os 
ees 1,076 78 
1895-96... awe | 127,881 39 

85 

86 


















1897-98... oo 4,39,628 2,01,405 2,24,798 
if vious 

pe nye = ate 2,07,423 67,10,523 4,36,986 2,60,040 1,76,946 

1898-99... os 66,286 4,09,231 2,80,677 1,238,604 





can 1252 











The total receipts amounted to Rs, 4,09,281, as compared with 
Rs. 4,26,203 in the previous year, showing a decrease of Rs. 16,922. This 
falling-off was ped attributable to the general dalness in trade and to the 
lague scare, The working expenses increased from Rs. 2,01,405 to 
Ree. 2,80,677. The increase chiefly took place in the maintenance and establish- 
ment charges of the year. The excess expenditure on maintenance was due to 
the heavy cost of silt clearance of Tolly’s Nala and to the improvements carried 
out to the Angeria Creek in the steamer route. In the previous year the estab- 
lishment charges, owing to an adjustment of account, were a minus quantity : 
in 1898-99 they were not only a positive charge, but, as there was very little 
expenditure on capital works during the year, the establishment charges were 
not divided between the capital and revenue as in the previous year. So that 
under establishment alone there was an increase of about Rs. 70,000. 
The net revenue of the year was Rs. 1,28,604 against Rs. 2,24,798, showing 
a decrease of Rs. 96,194. The result of the year’s working was very 
disappointing. The number of steamers and flats which used the canals during 
the year was 194 against 274 in the preceding year. These figures are exclusive 
of the vessels which use the Sunderbans route; the number which passed 
through this route during the sae was 2,672 against 2,497 in 1897-98 and 
1,336 in 1896-97, The flats and steamers pay a nominal toll of Rs. 5 for each 
trip for using the route. 
110. The lengths of channels open for navigation remained the same as 
last year, viz., 737 miles, as detailed below :— 


4 ‘Miles. Miles, 
(1) Caloutta and Now Cut Canal ase ges ee 10 
(2) Tolly’s Nala, including 20 miles of Kaorapukhur khal noe Oe 

: Inner boat route =... «189 

3 xa 

5 espe cosa Outer ditto —.,-:197 
— 316 
(4) Sunderbans steamer route .., bes he «» 850 

(5) Bhil route between Kumar and Madhumati rivers connecting 
, Khulna with Madaripur vas ie jen RE 
Total Calcutta and Eastern Canals eee FOL 









LeNorHs or — 
CANALS. 






- Navioation, 
* 


111. The following statement shows the 
by the Collector and Supervisor of the Canals, and 


ree Ke 
. 


18 made 
by the Executive 





The total tolls from boats and rafts plying on these canals and Tolly's 
Nala amounted during the year to Rs, 3,538,421, against Rs. 3,90,453 of the 
previous year, showing a decrease of Rs. 37,032. 

The decrease on tue Calcutta and Eastern Canals was Rs. 42,163. It was 
mainly due to the bad trade in jute and lime, and to the diversion of kerosine 
oil, coal and salt traffic to railways and flats. The plague scare had also some 
effect on the decrease, 

On the Tolly’s Nala there was an increase of Rs. 5,131, which was caused 
by the better rice traffic during the year. 

’ ‘The large increase in the collection of miscellaneous receipts by Executive 
Engineer was to a large extent due to the sum of Rs. 20,000, being the amount 
of the results of the sale of the Balliaghatta godown to Messrs. George Hender- 
son & Co., having been credited as receipts during the year. 

The following are the principal articles of traffic on the Calcutta Canals and 
Tolly’s Nala in 1898-99, the increase or decrease in collections and maundago 
being shown against each :— 








+11,09,266 
—17,65,389 













ree RL : 
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respectively :— a a 
" .| Corre. 






falling-off in all articles of traffic 


© Datking fing the year there was a gen 
except in rice aside Spices. The docreasuliba jute traffic was due to the partial 


failure of jute crop which was an unusually bad one. ‘The falling-off in empty. «a 
boats was ulso due to the. same cause, é Git 
In rice traffic there was an increase of Rs. 20,147, The inerease took a 
place principally at Dhappa and Chitpur toll stations where the trade was a 
very active. ; ] 
yn The table below classifies the boats which used the canals during trarnc. » 
the last two years :— 


Numper anp Crass oy Boats BXOLUSIVE OF RAFTS. 





There was a decrease of 8,031 in the total number of boats which entered "ati 
the canals during the year as compared with the number in 1897-98, and in that pe 
year there was a decrease of 5,376 as compared with 1896-97 . ad 

The number of small boats, or salis, which entered Tolly’s Nala from 
Kaorapukhur and paid tolls at Russa during the year was 17,716 against 
20,244 in the previous year, showing a decrease of 2,528. The decrease was 
partly due to the shallow state of the Kaorapukhur khal and partly to the 
closure of Tolly’s Nala for silt clearance, Including the saltis, the total number 
of boats was 113,284 against 123,843 in the previous year, 


The number of steamers, launches, flats, and barges that entered the canals 
during the last five years is given below :— 


1894.95 ea 221 1897-98 oe 274 
1895-96 . eee 812 1898-99 5s 14 
1896-97 7 349 ; 


There was a decrease of 80 vessels during the year compared with the 
previous year. The Superintending Engineer explains :— 

“No flats now enter at Dhappa, which accounts for the decrease during the year in the Ra 
number of vessels entering the Circular Canal. This class of traffic is being gradually 
teplaced by cargo-boats and barges which are towed by steam-launches,” ; 





aioe. | 
These figures are exclusive of the vessels that used the Sunderbans route ies 
and of the exempted vessels (155 in namber), which mostly belonged to the Be 
Forest. Department. ; | 
. The number of steamers and flats that paid toll at the rate of Rs, 5 for ol 
_ using the Sunderbans route during the last five years is given below ;— ie 
1894-95 1.585 1897-98 wes 2497" A 
1895-96 Ee Sabie tt 1898-99 we 2,672 
1896-97. Fy, fae 


| The Jarge increase of 1,161 in 1897-98 and of 1 
with the year 1896-97 









during the year. 
; was due to the A a beatae of 
Steom Navigation Company. be 













by canal measurement, atid tho | 
estimated weight and value of the cafgo and the tolls realized are shown. in 


: of boats, as determined 
y i. the comparative statement below :— 


The tonn 


‘Number 
of boats, 
including 






























Yaar. 

1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 5 | 6 1 | 8 
i alas’ aaa No. | Tons. Tons, Rs. Ks, 
Vs 1898-99 - Enstorn Canals| 64,961 | 691,866 | 487,053 | 3,91,87,659| 297,679 os 
ie Tolly's Nala ...| 48,828 | 241,296 |’ 168,958 08,996 | 72,700 as 
ti Total, 1898-99... 113,284 656,006 | 4,90,96,655 | 3,70,879 15 
ie Calcutta and oa 
ie 1897-98 mf Eastern Canals) 78,072 | 781,129 | 660,175 | 4,89,82,787 | 3,41,184 
ee Tolly's Nala ...| 60,771 160,290 | 1,00,10,946 | ‘67,760 ae 
eh Total, 1897-98... | 123,848 720,465 | 5,89,43,733 | 4,08,044 
3 ~ Se ee Ren aa RM eee 
Ku There was a decrease of Rs. 98,47,178 in the value of cargo, due to the 
ie large decrease in weight of cargo carried. 
i * Missiwa 113. The number of missing tickets in each of the last ten years is shown 
ee below:— 
Ro Year, No. | Yzar. No. 
fe 1889-90 ee .. 288 | 1894.95 is ae i) 
4 _ 1890-91 at .» 212 | 1895-96 ay «os 205 
wie 1891-92 toe ws 6210 1896-97 toe -. 86 
i 1892-93 ape oe 169 1897-98 sea sos Ol 
Ke 1893-94 see ++ 262 | 1898-99 ove » 66 
1 Wrroxs. 114. In the Circular Canal 27 boats were wrecked during the year. Of 
i these 25 were made over to their owners on payment of cost incurred, 1 was 
i sold as unclaimed, and 1 sunk in deop water and could not be recovered. In 
he Tolly’s Nala 18 boats were wrecked, of which 17 were made over to their owners 
ke and 1 was sold. Of the 62 boats wrecked in the Eastern Canals, 36 were 
ier: removed by their owners, 19 by the Public Works Department, the cost of re- 
tee moving being realized by recovery of salvage from owners by the sale of cargo, 
Bes and 7 were destroyed by fire; 8 boats were arrested for plying without tickets, 
ke and 1 man was fined 8 annus by the Magistrate of Sealdah for committing 
pe nuisance on the canal banks. 
- MBA 115, During the year 15,527 boats were checked bythe Supervisor, Calcutta 


/ eum” Canals, and his subordinates. Of these 15,465 boats were found correctly mea- 
’ sured, 41 under-measured, and 21 over-measured; Rs. 18-11 were realized on 
’ account of under-measurement and Rs, 13-7 refunded for over-measurement. 
Revenue 116. The following statement compares the cost of the revenue establish- 
mvt. ment for each of the last five years: — : 







. Panricunans. 


Salary and commission of Supervisor ... 
Salary of Canal Inspectors "hale 
Suporvisor's office establishment 

Oanal polive ay ase see 
Supervisor's steam-launch establishment 
Inspector's boat establishment ove 
phsrps water-boat establishment " 


‘Travelling allowances 















The increase or decrease in the nditure is thus explained by the 
Superintending Engineer :— * 


“Under the head “Salary of Supervisor” there was an increase of Rs. 4,916, due to “i 
Mr. Oooksey having drawn the usual commission during the year, which his /ooum tenens did 4] 
not get while the Supervisor was on furlough in the previous year, Although there was an a 
inorease of Rs. 527 in the Supervisor’s offive establishment, there was a correspondin ‘i 
decrease in the toll offic establishment, owing to the transfer of a cashier from the latter 2 i 
office to the head office, in accordance with the orders of Government. In tho lice estab- i 
lishment there was a decrease of Rs. 186, due to tha discontinuance of famino allowance. In : 
the boat establishment there was a decrease of Rs. 151 ydue to the same reason,” 


117. The miscellaneous receipts during the year amounted to Rs. 32,682, aisomnae 
against Rs. 10,794 in 1897-98, showing an increase of Rs. 21,888. [his Frenne oby 
increase was due principally to the sale-proceeds (Rs. geet | of the Balliaghatta 
godown buildings being credited under this head, and partly to more rent hay- 
ing been realized from Mr. Cooksey for occupying the residence at Chitpur. 

118. The state of the plantations for the last two years is shown below:— prayraniows 





Trees | Saplings Seodlings 






















Year. over 12 riety below 4| Total, 
feet, feet, ‘eet. 
| 
eae | 9 | 3 4 | 5 

No. No. No. No. 

1897-98 8,756 874 - 842 | 5,472 

1898-99 8,848 825 875 | 5,548 

The expenditure during the year was Rs, 757 against Rs. 679 in 1897-98. ° 


here were no receipts. 


119. The statement below shows the distribution of the maintenance Manvrevayce 
charges under the several sub-heads, as compared with the previous year:— AnD ee 








1,394 162 | 24,819 
2,035 808 | 19,714 





4,186 | 13, 
4,528 13100 
a 238 








208 
2,094 





2,638] 695 | 4,989 
2,033] . 871] 15066 
Hct aon) 

3,988 | 757 | 98,608 










632 | 19,471 
7,931 | 23,940 





















4,186 | 25,857 



















4,455 679 | 20/780 | 92 10/879 | 20,282 | 4/526 | 23's09 
i we nae: ae ES a, RY 
The maintenance charges show an increase of Rs. 6,598. a 
120. Tho work done by the dredgers and the cost, including that of paxvawa 
delivering the mud, are shown below:— patent | 
== = L a 2 
Quantit Rate per 1,000 
dredged: Cost. onto feet. 










C. ft, 









ey 

1,813,400 | 11,708 814 6 
741,600 | 6,216 8 61 
54,310 590 1018 9 
758,160 8 7 0 
815 9 


411,480 





BTRAMER 
HOUTES. 








The actual rates of dredging, excluding the cost of delivering the mud, 
and the cost of repairs, were as follow 4 ee 


Rs, a. P. 
Steam dredger Victoria... Hii Bile 6 mat 
F¥ouracres’ fe mab 2265 Per 1,000 cubio 
Marchant’s ger oes ta pep} 
Hydraulic dredger Olinker ... -- 818 0 
Bruce’s dredger No. 8 Lave +. 4 7 10 


The total cost of work. done during the year was Rs. 28,608 against 
Rs, 20,780 in the previous year, showing an increase of Rs. 7,828. The 
inerease took place mainly in the worn of the dredgers Victoria and Clinker, 
which had to be kept constantly employed in the Circular Canal for ra 
the silt which had accumulated in the previous year between the Chitpur loc 
entrance and the new eut canal. The result of the baer 91 operations was 
satisfactory. No complaints were made during the year of boats being detained 
at Chitpur for want of sufficient depth of water, Sen, ~ 

The average number of mud pints which worked daily with the Clinker 
was five, with the Victoria seven, with the Fouracres three, and with the Bruce 
three. In addition to these, six mud punts were received ‘from the Sone Circle 
during the year. 

121, The expenditure on the Sunderbans steamer route, and the receipts 
from steamers and flats using it, are shown below for each of the last ten 

























years :— 
Exrenpirurr— | 
Years, Receipts. ~| Net revenue. 
On capital | On revenue Total 
account. account, |, : 
‘ 
aa a NEY 1 eee 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 
CORRE Ste oa 
Rs. ~ Re 

1889.90 As Pa A laa ie 2,094 2,546 
1890-91 a 5,425 ARE 2,268 |. 3,157 
1891-92 vas hg all BEEN ETOP, 1,920 2,720 
1892-93 ra 4,955 81,058 | (—) 26,1038 
1893-94 ik 5,495 2,721 2,774 
1894-95 a 6,925 2,848 4,077 
1895.96 ane A 8 el alee Serie 8,803 8,607 
1896-97 one 6,680 3,462 8,218 
1897.98 ts 12,485 
1898-99 a 





diture the increase was Rs, 7,091; consequently the net revenue was Rs, 8,703 
against Rs. 9,919 in the previous year, 2 

.The increase in roosts Was dué to increased traffic on the line of daily 
steamers run by the India General Steam Navigation Company between Cachar 
and Caleutta and vive versd, There was no expenditure on capital account. 
‘Ihe large outlay of Rs. 9,657 on revenue account was incurred in working the 
heave-up boat ‘and for carrying out improvements in the Angeria © on 
which alone Rs. 7,563 were expended, against an estimate for Rs. 17,043 which 


There was an increase of Rs, 875 only in the receipts, while in the expen- 


was sanctioned by Government, 


During the year 1897-98 the Managing Afgents of the India General Steam 


Navigation Com uy, Limited, aud also the Rivers Steam Navigation Com. 
pany, Limited, drew the attention of Government to the deteriorated condition 
of the Angeria Creek in the district of Backergunge. This creck had le 


ly silted up, and the navigation of steamers, duri 
ger and difficulty, This creck fone tho only 












the Eastern and Western Sundarbands, and aise, with the exception of the 

outer route, is the only convenient communication between Calcutta and the ™ 

eastern river-borne traflic. ‘The chelvips bank of the creek was cut away by 
rst 


hand during the cold weather in the 
a depth of 1 foot below low-water level, 


ORISSA COAST CANAL. 


122, The capital and revenue accounts of this canal are given below :— 
1.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT. 


places for a width of 30 feet and to 
























Outlay during | Outlay to end 
. Himans ov ‘Acmons. 1898.99. "| of 1808.99. 
1 8 

Direct charges ery 08: 
i eay oe 089 
Less—Receipts on capital account ... 8,293 
Total direct charges 44,25,796 
Indirect charges 1,06,616 





Under the capital account there was an expenditure of Rs, 3,095 (exclusive 
of tools and plant and establishment charges and suspense accounts) during the 
year on the works detailed below :— 

(a) Construction of a circuit embankment round the inspection bunga- 
rieding Jamkunda in Range IVA of the canal te protect it from 
oods. 
(+) Dredging in Ranges IVA, IVB, and V of the canal. 

The expenditure incurred during the year on the embankment was Rs. 368 
only, and thaton the dredging was Rs. 2,727. The bungalow was completed 
in 1897-98, and the embankment during the year under review. The total 
a, on the bungalow was Rs. 4,597, and that on the embankment 


was 4,549, 
2.—REVENUB AOCCOUNT—(Actuals). 
















Exrenpirvre— 






ParricuLaRs. Parricucars. 







Durin, 
1897-98. 


Durin; 


g Daring 
1897-98, 


During 
1898-99. 


1898-99, 



















ae ee 
Dingcr Ouances, Rs. Bs, 
I.—Works, maintenan Water-rates ... ote ove 
and repairs. 
1I.—Revenue manage- Navigation ...| 84,294 72,954 
ment. 


Total direct charges ... 


Inpmeecr cnarcrs ... 


Miscellaneous ... 2,481 2,082 


Total | 86,725 75,0386 





‘Total working expenses 82,288 | Less—Refunds of . 
Net revenue sity a 1,275 1,942 
Potala 78,094 | Net total receipts | 85,450 78,094 











Carrrar 
ACCOUNT, 


















‘lowances. 





Frvanctan 


mou «canal for the last ten yea 


Drexcr cnanors. 
-Works, Maintenance 
epairs, 
(extensions and 

ovements). 


ment, 
avigation establish- 
it 


ment. 
Total direct charges ... 
Inpreror Cnanors, 
“Capitalized abatement 
of revenue, 
and pension al- 


indirect charges .. 
working expenses 68,986 





, 5 Free dinn x — , 
met Rech + ? 
— Sed De aes : Se sai at 





128, ‘The receipts on the Revenue account, and working expen: A 
re i rms  an rkng me 














62,856 | Si. 204 
9,149 2,408 on 





64,981 
66 47 


64,984 


118 1,275 










96,567 





——_—_—_ 











45,490 | 68,234 
17,266 | 21662 







63,525 83,680 
19,636 |» 13,164 






48,598 
15,462 17,100 











8,464 
67,558 69,162 


|__|. 






6,663 7,317 


| 


69,419 87,103 






















6,208 6,134 





6,855 7,029 


















































_ | 


te . —_—— 
76,798 78,649 79,652 | 98,188 87,071 


| 








_ 








——————————~—_ 
86,269 | 86,725 


eee arene 
86,141 | 85,450 





73,780" 75,296 76,275 | 94,132 84,087 | 58,176 
8,032 3,263 3/377 4,001, 3,716 2,869 | * 
976 8,082 3,253 8,377 4,001 | | 8,725 3,128 | 8,716 2,869 













70,119 pore 87:788 | 61,045 
{ 38,200 | (—) 1612} 24,405 


Under extensions and improvements the vepeewere incurred during the 
year was Rs, 16,388 for the protection of the Nalcool lock by means of a 
rubble revetment along the left bank of the Burrabullong river, against the 
revised estimate sanctioned for the work amounting to Rs, 26,066. ‘There was no 
expenditure under this head in the previous year. The total working expenses 
during the year was Rs, 82,288, against Rs. 61,045, or Rs. 21,243 more, while 
the receipts were Rs. 73,094, against Rs, 85,450, or Rs. 12,356 less, the net 
revenue being a deficit of Rs. 9,194, against a profit of Rs, 24,405. 


124. The following table compares the traffic of the year with that of 
1897-98:— 


-__ ——— | | | a | 
w+ | (8,663 |(—)11,212 |(—-)16,492 |(—)14,718 | (—)1,566 |(—)21,181 





Value of 
cargo, includ-| Toll. 
ing rafts. 















"Phere was a general decrease ital hoads of the traffic. Regarding this. 
ling-off, the Superintending Engineer. writes: — fel isi 
“The receipts from the Calcutta Steam avigation Company were Rs. 12,213 against 
Rs 12,753 in the previous year. The doollee is trifling and calis for no remark. The tolls 
realized from the India General Steam Navigation Company were Rs. 6,769 against 
Res: 4,069 in the previous year, while from Messrs. MoNeill and Company no tolls were 
‘realized. The falling-off is duo to the fact that steamers and boats no longer take rice from 
Balasore to Chandbali. ; 

“There was a. slightincrease in the number of passengers carried, but it is anticipated that 
with the opening of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway to Caloutta, the passenger traffic will almost 
entirely disappear from the canal’, 

“The tollage assessed on the Balliaghai drains, as compared with the previous year, is 
shown below:— : 


1898-99, 1897-98, 


Rs, Rs. 


Taken at Surpai on account of Orissa Coast Canal 2,731 3,821 
On tickets taken in Hijili Tidal Oanal, part due 


to Orissa Coast Canal 1,078 934 
Total se -BB00 4,255 

Number of boats aa bos nr 1,684 1,821 
Maundage ae os. +» 4,20,576 . 4,71,314 


“The actual cash receipts at Surpai during the year were Rs. 5,292 (of which Rs. 2,980 
were due to the Hijili Tidal Canal on through tickets), against Rs. 5,829 in the previous year. 

“The, falling-off in traffic was partly caused by the plague scare in Calcutta, and partly 
owing to the silted condition of the Balliaghai drain, by which much of the traffic was 
diverted to the Orissa» Coast Cansl by the road to Jhareshwari. A dredger has been 
set to work in this drain, and it.is hoped that next year’s realizations will show an improve- 
ment, " 

“The amount of local traffic compared with the'through down traffic shows the proportion 
of rice going to Caloutta from the Balliaghai drain ‘vi¢ the Rassulpur river and the Hijili 
Tidal Oanal and is 748 to 1,001, against 1,091 to 965 in 1897-98. imilarly, for boats to 
to Balliaghai, boats vié the river against those vid the Hijili Tidal Canal were 860 to 1,041, 
against 1,259 903 in the previous year.” 

“Table IID accompanying this. report shows the, details of goods carried by the Orissa 
Coast Canal during the year. The exports of rice and paddy fell off from 44,807 tons in 
1897-8 to 28,862 tons during the year under review, and this heavy falling-off may be 
attributed partly to the plague scare and partly to the low price of rice prevailing in Calcutta 
market. ‘I'here was, however, an increase in the export of-jute, oil, spices, building materials, 
firewood, other food-grains, bambvos and miscellanoous goods, and a decrease in all other 
items, as compared with 1897-98, 

“The import trade of the Orissa Coast Canal did not show any marked improvement 
during the year. There was somo increase in spices, tobacco, other food-grains, and miscella- 
neous goods, but a considerable decrease is noticed in cotton, raw and manufactured, metals, 
oils, provisions, sugar, firewood, coke and coal. The fluctuations in other items need no 
comment, 

“The nnmber of boats check-measured br officers and subordinates of the canal are shown 
in Statement No. 2 attached to this report; 208, boats were cheok-measnred during the year, of 
which 185 were found to be correc! ‘measured,and 18 under-measured. Rupees 71-10-8 
were realized from the manjis for boats under measured.” 


125. There was no Government transport service maintained on the canal, 
A bi-weekly service.is run by the Calcutta Steam Navigation Company between 
Gewankhali.and Nalcool.in connection with the India General Steam Naviga- 
tion Company’s steamers between Balasore and Cuttack. 
126. The length of the canal from Bhaitghur on the Rasalpur river to 
batia on the Metai river remained the same as last ear, viz., 1023 miles, 
including 54 miles of river-crossing: the whole length was open to traffic 
throughout the year. OP ge > 
~ 127. The rainfall rogistored at Balasore was 53:32. inches compared with 
56°53 inches in 1897-98. ‘The average of tho previous five years was 70:47 
inches, The rainfall at Charbatia and Bhograi was 55°05 and 68-40 inches, 
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Service, 
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Canat, 
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against 54°20 and 51°55 inches ively in the ious ear, | 
Conta was 55°62 inches against 6186 in 1897-08, ee 
128. The miscellaneous receipts are shown below :— 





Average of 


1893-94. 1894-95. 1895-96. 1896-97. 1897-98. _ previous five 1898-99, 
years, 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Re. Rs. Rs. 
2,477 1,987 2,580 2,408 2,431 2,366 2,082 


_ Puawtations. 129. The state of the plantations for the last two years is shown in the 
pas following statement :— 





1897-98 ase 
1898-99 





4,782 4,278 
5,830 5,186 4,788 





There was a total increase of 3,553 in the number of trees, saplings and 
seedlings during the year. The increase was due to new plantations and to 
more correct count made by the Executive Engineer. 

¥ toons. 130. The highest flood levels, recorded on the various rivers crossed by 
the canal, are shown in the following table :— 


Ry Bhograi «| 17th August 1897 ,,, 113°80 | 19th June 1898 117° =| June 1868 ave 121°50 
aes a Panchpara ..,| 14th epee 111°80 | 17th Beptember ,, 11220 | Notknown _,.. 11800 | Without dateon Mr, Ver- 
va tannes’ 
| Burtabullong |Neikwi — | 18h Ootoder ,, ...] 1249 | 18th yn» | 11870 | 8804 Boptember | 12800 ia 
he Srd August 1897 ... 7 
Matai o» | Charbatia { 10°20 | 19th ” o 11040 | Notknown =... 650 Ditto ditto, 
Tie 26th October 1897 





There was one high flood in the Subornarekha river on the 18th June 
1898, when the river rose 11 feet in 12 hours. The highest reading was 117-90 
at midnight of the 19th. The high flood level was.due to the obstruction caused 
by the embankment of the Bengal Negpes Railway running parallel to the 
Subarnarekha river for a distance of 10 miles. The Railway Company have since 
largely increased the water-way of their bridges, and it is anticipated that the 
next high flood will cause no obstruction. The flood did very little damage to 
the canal or to the flood embankments. ‘There was only one breach 30 feet long, 
in Range IV in the 77th mile of the canal. 

The highest monsoon levels in the various rages were as follows :— 


1897-98. 1898-99. 
Range III.—Bhograi_... 110°50, 19th October 1897 | 111-00, 14th October 1898 
. 9» IZVA—Jamkunda ... 11160, 19th 4, 4 115-00, 19th June ” 
» IVB—Nalkul ... 11350, 18th , 4 114-70, 15th September 4 


»  VB—Oherbatia ...113°60,17th , 4 113°80, sw October» 
. \ 
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‘181. ‘The e3 iture on maintenance and repairs, by main sub-heads, 
for the year and for the five previous years, is shown below :— 
















Regulators soe 
River and hill-torrent 
‘ks, 


wor. 


Bridges .., 4,142 | 4,197 | 4,318 
Escapes ... oe 2,198 | 845 
Navigation works 1,578 | 6,391 
Buildings,,, a 4,781 | 4,179 
Extra works ais 19,988 | 11,858 
Tanks (reservoirs)... 140| 344 
Miscellaneous See 347 


Working steamers... 





Total 40,054 | 53,625 | 38,680 








The cost of the repairs was considerably below the average, 
132. The following table gives the results of the Working of dredgers 
in the Orissa Coast Canal during the year :— 


Nawes oF hector Lifting | Remoy- | Total 
DEEDGERS, HorpER| Cubic feet 
BARGES, AND MUD 

PuNTSs 








Dnrepaine 
AND SILT 
CLEARING, 


ews 






Capitan 


Revenvug 
ACCOUNT, 








The quantity of work done by each dred in tin taltewn GE 
ini ater Cave eta aeiccaanily ARB 


NUMBER OF DAYS, 





Name OF DRED- 
om. 
1 
Bruce 1 (Comus) ’ 
w» ID (New) «| 2038 % 
» IL (Jack) 4 
»  ITL (810+ 
pur). 14o7 | 1,887 | 1,208 | 3,068 6-91 +e) 140 
Total ai 0,097 8,742 | 17,839 Jo |= | Sta 





© This includes period occupied in transit to Dockyard, 


The cost of repairs to each dredger and to 15 punts in the Balasore Divi- 
sion during the year was:— 


‘ Rea. :—.a0'B. 

Bruce No. I (Comus) ose a5 a. 2,555 9 11 
Do. No. eal pe: Scab - 1,808 5 8 
Marchant No. nae frp act «» 1,886 6 8 
Ditto No. II (Jack) be act «. 1,855 2 10 
Ditto No. III (Sibpur) an Sa was 2)) 4,686 12 6 
15 Mud punts ioe ol oes vee 4,258 9 0 
Total .. 18,445 14 7 


No silt clearance by hand labour was done either in the Orissa Coast Canal 
or the Balliaghai drain during the year. 


: SARAN CANALS. 


183, The project was completed in March 1886, and the Capital Account 
closed from the year 1886-87. During the year under review, Rs, 15,015 
were expended, chargeable to—33 Famine Relief, Imperial, and Rs. (—)14 to 
43—Minor Works and Navigation under Capital Account. The Revenue 
account is given below :— 

REVENUE ACCOUNT -(Actuals). 


















ExpENDITURE— Recerers— 
PaRrriouLars. Particunars. 
During | Durin Dnri 
1897-98. | 1893-99. 1898.90. 











Direct CHARGES. Rs. Rs. 


Maintenance and repairs 15,444 1,238* bpersai og ae 8,198 4,318 
an ta82 ; ey Rx 
INDIRECT CHARGES... 302 3 ins OE 
Cente Mos 4,992 
Total working expenses | 15,746 ; 
Nil 










Net revenue 












# 134. The receipts on Revenue Account and working expenses of the Fimaxorat 
_ Saran Canals for the last ten years are shown in the foll¢ statement: 















6 7 8 9 10 
Re. Re, Re. Rs Bs. 
6,704 988 1,130 88 2 
ial aul eal) Mem) 
4 1, 1,550| 1,808 3, 
= a gees Pee 33 m0 


1,626 6,284 | (—) 1,800 1,475 ee | 











135. The lengths of the canals and the areas commanded and irrigated L™2™s 9. 
by them are given in the following table :— AND AREAS 
San EEEEEEREEREIE coor mmmmmmmmmmmmmememmeeeeeeeeeee ee 


COMMANDED 
AND TRRIGA- 
TED, 









The canals remained closed during the year. 


136. The av rainfall on the area: under command is shown by -Ramraun, 
seasons in the table below for the last five years:— 


1894-95. 1895-96, 1896-97. 1897-98. 1898-99, 
Inches. Inches. Inches. Inches. Inches. 
Kharif season (August, Sep- 


» tember, and October) ... 28°55 22-02 10°76 21°39 38:27 
i season (November to 
bruary) .., ses 2°62 0:50 0:99 0-76 1:27 
Total of year ... ave BLZB 48°42 28:94 §1:17 55-93 


The rainfall of the year was 55°93 inches, or 4°76 inches more than the 
Previous year, It was more than the year 1896-97 by 26:99 inches. There 
was long and continued rain for three weeks in September, the total being 
21:05 inches during the month, against an average of 7‘85 inches. 

Ee 187. The discharge of the river Gandak taken at Rewa and Siswa on the em 
_ 8th and 18th March 1899 was 12,063 and 12,990 cubic feet per second, °™™ 









Inntoation, 


ASSESSMENTS 
anp CoLLEc- 
‘TIONS. 


MISCELLANE- 
‘OUB RECKIPTS, 


PLatations. 


138. There was no irrigation done during the as the canals 
closed,. The total area irrigated in 1897-98 was 1,552 a se 
The areas irrigated since 1881-82 are given below:— 


Year. | Area, | Year. Area. 
1 2 1 2 


































1881-82 ae ae 1890-91 -| 2,226 
1882.83 ods at 1891-92 «| 6,965 
1883.84 Ke son 1892-98 : pay | 8,560 
1884-85 ae, 1893-94 BS we | | 1,568 
1885-86 eee eee 1894-95 «| Nil 
1886-87 ven sae 1895-96 Nil 
1887-48 ee ne 1896.97 4,080 
1888-89 “ei so 1897-98 1,552 
1889-90 se “ 1898-99 Nil 
te a ee hs sas 
139. The assessments, remissions, and collections are shown below .— 
EEE 
Remitted | Collection to 
Balance to be 
Yxar. | Assessments. or end of March 
i written off. 1899. called, 
1 2 | 3 
_ Rs. Bs. 
1896-97... 6,416 232 
1897-98... BBRB i sot acces } 7,544 
1898-99... TR bt gee 
—— _ —_— 
Total ...| 10,244 232 | 





During the year there was no assessment of water-rates, as the canals were 
closed, but a great improvement was made in the collection of arrears. Out of 
Rs. 10,244 assessed for 1896-97 and 1897-98, Rs. 7,544 were collected and 
Rs. 232 remitted or written off, leaving a balance of Rs, 2,468 at the end 





of the year still to be collected, 
140. The miscellaneous receipts were Rs. 674, against Rs. 464 in the 
ious year, 
141. The state of the plantations for the last two years is shown below:— 
[ES 
Troos | Saplings igeedtin, 
Year over 12 to 12 below Total. é 
f feet. 
feet, 





No. No. 


1897-98 ...| 10,142 | 6,767 
1898-99. | 10,186 | 6,750 






No. 
7,876 | 28,285 
7,349 | 28,285 














“The hea tain 8 the month of Septembs leet oat 2 aa, bat ee 
oe athe iad ptember ca ocal floods, but a 


san ise. the year was Rs. 60, against Rs. 60 and Rs. 77 in 
diture on maintenance and repairs during the re 


ar. 


Bio oat is shown ow :— 

















Repairs to head cut. and river me 
tective works _ 




















Repairs to Daha feeder 
» to Gandaki feeder 405 
» to Dhanai feeder , 
ry to Gangri feeder 
» to dams and channels 
» to Sadowa channel 
Total sae 
Establishment aN oak 172 
Tools and plant (actual) bes 
Refund of reyenue es 
Granp Tora. 








The expenditure of Rs. 519 on maintenance during the year is exclusive of 

Rs. 654 expended on the Gandaki and Gangri “rR and charged to 33— 
al Rates Imperial, This amount was subsequently adjusted by: the 
i Buble Woe Works Accounts, Bengal, against the Revenue Account, 


‘144, Po tac Mie ine oH cpsats, es high oeareed by hen. Duxoarns 


eis RIVERS. ae 


145, The rivers comprised in this system are the Bhogirathi, Bhairab- tom 
, and part of ‘the a Heeaniy. The a lengths of °° Bee 
the rivers shown below remained the same as last year:— ; 


( " ‘ 
Bhotat falangi 2 vi ta a a . 
ee "80 milo fom Mada roe bales 


" “Total. van 4708 miles. 






Parricurars. 
* 







Divrcr cHARcEs, 


I.—Maintenance and 






repairs, 
TI.—Revenue manage- 


ment, 






Total direct changes ae 





Inpirecr cuARGES aoe 






Total working expenses 
Net revenue eee 






Total ... 










147. The receipts on revenue account and working expenses for the last 
ten years are shown in the following table :— 


Total =... 
Lee—Retunds of revenue .., 
Total receipts 


Worxine ExpEnszs, 





4 Angad : ere 
The financial] result is a slight improvement over that of the previous year. 
148, No rifles Mey wip fob tad rivers, se 
149. There is no regular irrigation from the Nadia rivers, aga the 
flood season water was supplied, as usual, pis 8 the embankment sluice 
between Lalbagh and Plassey for the irrigation of rice crop. oa ah 


























NUMBER AND CLASS OF BOATS, | Conixcrions BY ToL: CoruEcroRs, 


! No. No. . 
i (Jangipur —toll- | 6,188 | 1,703 408 


Bhyrub- | 12,509 | 10,066 
tae i tele 1, 0, 033 


ng id Ichamati| 5,112 | 5,958] se 
Hiisnakhall toll-station). 


Total, 1808-99... 23,840} 17,027] 1,808 
Total, 1897-08... | 28,839 | 18,700 | 1,196 





—— | | i | | 


524] 7,480 89,279 7 
475) 3,881 88,556 488 









* Inclusive of empty and passenger boats, 


The total realizations of the year showed an increase of Rs. 883 compared 
with the previous year, in spite of the falling-off both in the number of vessels 
_ and collections of tolls at the Sarupganj toll-station. There would probably 
have been aconsiderable increase of revenue had not the plague scare of 
Calcutta interfered with the traffic ; the Superintending Engineer reports that 
boats passing down the rivers actually paid toll to go back again when the 
boatmen heard of the plague in Caleutta. The reduction in prices during the 
first six months of the year, combined with the unfavourable state of the 
Bhagirathi river, also affected the traffic to some extent. The number of 
steamers using, the rivers increased from 284 in the previous year to 314 in 
1898-99. The flats increased from 56 to 97. The fncrease was due to the 
fact that the -steamer companies again commenced to run steamers in the 
Bhagirathi and Jalangi rivers, 
141. The following is a statement of the number of boats, their tonnage, 
the weight and value of their cargo, and the toll collection :-— 

















— ‘3 Zonaage Value of Percentage 


















Weight of cargo Toll* | of toll on 
Name or Riven. y Yr om Bee, Pome cargo. || (exclusive |collection.| value of 
sive of rafts).| ment. of rafts), cargo. 
1 2 8 4 6 
No. Tons, Tons. Rs. 
Bhagirathi ee ase 8,564 101,726 46,788 82,901,645 
Ditto and Bhyrub-Jalangi 23,408 | 468,092] 69,177 | _us'70'808 
Mathabhanga and Ichamati — ,,. 11,871 116,726 41,177 41,98,469 
pee ah ate linac 
Total, 1898.99 Sod 43,433 686,283 166,142 | 1,63,66,872 
Total, 1897-98 ...| 43,816 | 475,391 | 146,087 | 1,66,80,008 | 


Ee DER Re EA SOY 
: * Tells from boats, steamers and flats (exclusive of rafts), 


There was a slight increase in the weight of cargo, but if a series of years 
is examined, it will be found that there is a marked decrease in the goods 
passin & along these rivers, — 

The Superintending Engineer remarks :-— 

“ The falling-off in traffic and collections at Sarupganj, as shown by tho ab 
entice in the Jalangi river and is said hg see partly to the. laectaant 
and partly to the growing apprehension pois among the country boatmen as to the 
lulty of navigating this river both at the entrance and at certain intermediate shoals. 









Nig TEED TOG eae 











TRAFFIC, 





sufficiently for by the increase at both the 


toll-stations. total weight of cargo pi during the year under repo ‘e 
156,142 tons against 146,087 tons in the as year. The toll collections rose slightly 


from Rs. 88,080 in 1897-08 to Rs, 88,738 in 1898-99. ” 


It is often supposed that the decreasing traffic on these rivers is due to their 
deterioration, but it is at least doubtful if this ue is correct. The plan 
which accompanies this note shows the Bhagirathi entrance; concerning this 
the Superintending Engineer writes :— 

- The Executive Engineer ne ee the same as last year, 
but with a velocity a deal than usual, due probably ee from the fact of the 
eg ape re: ie eee a current a eer m tow 
more in mid-stream, there uci e indraught to the Bhagirati’ eavy local 
a ea ioe abldle of Octaber, Shiaks ‘the Bhagirathi up, while Pg was 
falli idly, and go rendered the current at the mouth still more uggiab. 

n the tracing which acoompanies this report is marked roughly the position of the head 
of the Bhagirathi from 1822 up to date, 

Training works at the entrance were started on the 2Ist October, with a bed level of 
56'20 and a minimum depth of 7 fect, and eventually a channel was scoured down to 47:40 

the 16th November, but risen sage 4 it yen outside the training works, and 

though these were extended out into the Pudda, they failed to be of any wa, Sa 
the velocity was too small. The entrance, though it did not actually run even in May 
1899, was practically closed for through traffic from the beginning of January 1899, when 
the h was only 18 inches, 

e number of shoals trained was 61, against 63 in the previous year, The traini 

works done in this river between its entrance and Nadia extended over a length of 154,77 
lineal feet, against 177,495 feet in the previous year. ” 


152. No transport service was maintained by Government on these 
rivers during the year. The steamer sorvice kept by the several companies. is 
shown in the statement below :— ‘ 


. Terminat Srarion, 
Nature or Outward and} 
Srrvice, inward. 
Pew | To 
1 | 2 | 8 | 4° | 5 


Oaleutta Steam Navigation Company, Limited. 








Twice a week | Oaloutta ...{Jiaganj ...|Both ... From 2nd July to Ist December 
Ditto ...| Do. ..|Katwa ...| Do, _... | From 27th June 1898. to 10th 









Jan 1892. 
.|Azimganj ... | Jangipurand| Do. Fe From 6th July to 12th Novem- 
Dhulyan. ber 1898, 
Berhampore ... | Azimganj... | Do. «.|Brom 24th June to 29th 
November 1898. 


Lalbegh ...!- Ditto... Do... | All the yoar round. 
East Indian Railway Company. 


Occasional ...| Rajmahal .., [Pengipar ves ba: oes ee July to 5th Ootober 


India General Steam Navigation Company. ( , 
North-Western) Oaloutta ... ) Both «+ | From 28th J 2nd Septem- 
Provinces. tr | me a ea an 


E _ Rivers Steam Navigation Company. 
. | North-Western) Osloutta ...|Both  ... 
nee 














rei? ’ 












Average of 
revious 
ve years, 





1893-94 | 1894-95. | 1885-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. 






































7 | 8 

Rs. 
14,807 | 14,010 13,925 | 13,762 
8,494 8,407 8,758 8,514 
35 | 400 a | iy 
© 24,462 28,582 23,098 





There was a decrease of Rs. 1,052 compared with the previous year. 
The decrease took place in the toll stations at Jangipur and Sarupganj. 
154. The miscellaneous receipts during the year amounted to Rs, 147 Muscsuaxs. 
against Rs. 488 in the previous year. ; 
155. The only plantations in connection with the Nadia rivers are those PLANTATIONS, 
on the berms of the Bhagirathi embankment (Schedule D, ,No. 94), ‘The 
number of trees during the year compared with the previous year is shown in 
the following statement :— 


Trees over | Saplings from | Seedlin 


a 
Yun. 18 fect. | 4012 foot, | below’ | Total, lye 











1 2 3 | 4 5 
| * 
| No. No. No. No. Py 
m 1897-98 « ka 18,401 8,496 736 22,633 
1898-99 00 22,311 8,109 1,348 26,763 





a 


a The increase during the year is due to bamboo having been shown in 
numbers and not by clumps, as was done last year. 
156. There was a very high flood in the Bhagirathi river during the year. —Fioops, 
The highest reading of the Berhampore gauge was 29°72 feet on the 24th 
September 1898, The flood was the highest since 1894, but it was lower than 
the highest recorded flood of 1890 by 1 foot 23 inches, ‘The peculiar features 
of the flood were its long duration, the lateness of its maximum rise, and its 
exceedingly rapid fall. The gauge readings at Gheria and Berhampore for the 
last ten years are given below :— 


Yaar, Berhampore. — Gheria. 
1889 see eee en 80°87 84:00 
1890 ess of s- =: 80°96 84:70 
1891 . od ses Ps 26°58 29°30 
1892 sap we eee”) O12 81°55 
1893 tes ese os —- 27°96 80°75 
1894 . ose ese eee 30°30 22°75 
1895 Be atl ws «= R612 88-80 
1896 tes sat ve 25°33 28°50 
1897 bi eich woe | 27°26 80°00 


1898 om oe wm 29°72 82-06 
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AND BILT 
CLEARING, 
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Lexorn or 
KHAL, 
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NANCE, 





bhanga rivers at Berhampore, Surupgan Hanskhali are compared below 
with th he highest levels in the bie year, and with the highest levels on 
record. The readings given are the heights above mean sea L— < 











157. The charges for maintenance and repairs (exclusive of establishment 


“and tools and plant) are detailed below :— 








Re-opening lower entrance channel, Bhagi- 
rathi river. R 
Training works in river Bhagirathi ... ° 

” * pyr o 
Boundi; a wean dh Maalienes, 
1 MS, apes 
taining and working dfvisional boats 7” 
putty and other charges”, ana Si apt 
Total... 





Pere ee Se 
* Exclusive of land charges amounting to Rs, 230, 


The total expenditure incurred on the maintenance of the Nadia rivers, 
inclusive of charges for extensions and improvements of lands and establish- 
ment and tools and plant, but exclusive of indirect charges, was Rs. 93,560, 
as compared with Rs, 1,02,498 of the previous year, thus showing a decrease of 
» 938. The reduction in the Public Works establishment charges from 

21,288 to Rs, 18,780 was caused by the apportionment of a considerable 
portion of these charges to works and ‘repairs under “ Agricultural and Pro- 
vincial” respectively, 

Of the total expenditure of Rs. 93,560 on maintenance and repairs, 
Rs. 48,059 were spent on training works, Rs. 5,552 on other works, Rs. 18,780 
and Rs, 23,093 on Public Works and Navigation establishment charges, respec- 
tively, Rs. 1,044 on tools and plant, and Rs. —)2,968 on suspense accounts, 

158. No work was done under this head except at a few shoals, where 
sand was cleared by hand, in order to keep up a running. stream of good 
drinking-water for the towns and villages along the river aa, 

159. The wrecked boats removed from the beds.of the rivers during the 
year were 17 besides 179 trees and 45 bamboo clumps. Several trees were also 
cut down and removed from the cutting banks to prevent their falling into the 
rivers and endangering the safety of the navigable channels, The banks were, 
as usual, marked with sign poles to indicate the deep water channels, 


GAIGHATA AND BUXI KHAL. 


160. The length of this khal is 7} miles. 


161. ‘The cost of maintaining it luring the year under review, exclusive 


~ of refunds of perangs was Rs. 395, against Rs. 681 in the previous year. The 


right of collecting tolls has been leased for five a commencing from the 
year 1896-97, at an annual rental of Rs, 4,500, o lessees have paid the full 
amount for the year under review. * ; 




















ie ves 


y in the Burdwan dnd) ocr, 





1162. This canal is not navigable, I oh ie fates, 
partly in the stoagly district, its supply of ‘ing’ obtained’ from the  cuaxnets 
amodar. No Capital or Revenue Account is maintainéd. The aggrogate “turn. 


length of the canal and its excavated channels including the two distributaries 
which were completed in 1897-98’ was 45} miles, as detailed below :— 


Miles, Post. 
Jolotiy sluice and chanel, Nos. 1 and2 ... 2 0 
Eden anal per cee ose baal 0 
Kana Detioday. junction cut peal Nan vials “ase he. UR, 0 
Saraswati junction cut oe ee 0 
aagpary, channel between the Rankini Doho 
and the Kana Damodar es pita 0 
Connecting channel between the ini Doho 
and Kana Nadi ... vk Ss : 0 
Distributary No. 1... ii se aR ee 
Ditto Word) ves ais sich HD 4,055 
464 gs J 





Besides the above, the natural channels of the Kana Nadi, Kana Damodar, 
Banka Nala, and North Saraswati are included in the system. 

The gross area commanded by the Eden canal is about 300,000 acres, of 
which about 200,000 acres are culturable and 100,000 acres irrigable, 

163. Revenue accounts are not kept of this Canal: the receipts and expen- Revexr 
diture for 1898-99 and the five previous years are given below :— 









Average of 
1895-96, | 1896-97. | 1897-98. | previous 
five years, 






1898-99. 






1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 | 8 
Roctipts. Rs. |* Re. Rs. Rs. Res. Rs. Rs. 
fer-rates .. | 85,9431 29,674] . 30,768} 86,775 | 85,789 | 83,789 | 28,838 
laneous «a. 620 576 355| * 816 453 464 592 


Total | 86,568 | 80,250 81,118 | 87,091 | 86,242 | 34,208| 28,925 


Refunds of 
revenue oe 







654 50 201 556 407 874 200 













total receipts... 85,909 80,200 36,535 35,835 | 33,879 28,725 
Working expenses. ’ Ty ; 

ks. coh 515 12,554 51,385 82,294 19,964 8,102 

intenance and repairs} 35,619 25,308 28,039 16,980 28,646 21,386 
blishment hs 18,474 14,129 28,625 17,537 17,743 9,495 

ils and plant eee 782 752 408 276 555 897 





dl expenditure ...| 50,840 62,738 108,457 “67,087 | 66,908 | 39,380 


Nel revenue... ((—)14,481 |(—)22,538 (—)26,058 |(—)71,922 (—)31,202 |(—)33,020 (—)10,655 


The outlay on account of original works during the year was Rs. 8,102 
only ; the expenditure was confined to the payment of the cost of land acquired 
for the distributaries constructed in 1897-98. The receipts during the year 
wero Rs. 7,110 less than in the previous year. The decrease was due to the heavy 
rainfall throughout the cultivating season which retarded the work of collec- 
tion and reduced the demand for canal-water for irrigation purposes. There 
was an increase of Rs. 4,456 on maintenance and repairs. It was due to 

| Several minor works of improvement having been carried out during tlie year. 
The total expenditure of the year was Rs. 39,380 against Rs. 67,037, and the 
net revenue was a deficit of Rs, 10,655 only against a deficit of Rs. 31,202 


BG 






Ralnraw. 


Cror experi. 
MENTS, 


AREAS LEASED 
AND mRIGAT- 
ED, 






in the previous ye ult of t 
fairly satisfactory. The revenue was 
years but the expenditure also was considerably 
tained in an efficient condition during the year. ; 
164. The rainfall registered at Edilpur in the Burdwan district was 72:14 
inches, as compared with 62:88 in 1897-98, the fall during the kharif season 
being 48°52 inches, or 4°71 more than that of the previous year, ‘ 
165, Regarding crop experiments, the Superintending Engineer writes;— 
“Nineteen cro iments were made with dy crops b: i , Of whi 
ten were made on Erigeled lane and nine on unirriga’ eat Hl sepia mes periments Peer 
that the average outturn of an acre of ‘middle olass land irrigated by canal-water was 83 







WwW 






average of th five 
less. The can was main. 





The results of the experiments seem unreliabl as the a © yield of in 
Midnapore and Orisea canals is 17 maunds 14 seers and 24 menth ae suo, reopen 
The Exeouitve Engineer will be directed to supervise the experiments next year,” 

The Chief Engineer quite agrees with the Superintendi Engineer ip 
thinking that these results aunt he accepted, and that the Eee Engineer 
should check the experiments next year, 

166. The total area leased was 26,918 acres, as compared with 23,615 
acres in 1897-98, showing an increase of 8,303 acres, The increase was due 
to the execution of some new leases on the banks of the Ilsura khal and the 
Ghea, Dhoosi, and Kana Nadis in the Hooghly district. 

Tn addition to the areas leased ermits were issued for 2,318 acres for 
single watering from the Kana Dam beyond the area commanded by the 
Eden Canal. 

The total area irrigated during the pec was 29,757 acres, consisting of 
19,938 acres of kharif and 441 acres of radi in the Burdwan district, and 
9,080 acres of kharif and 298 acres of rabi in the Hooghly district, as compared 
with 24,487 acres in the previous year, viz., 17,557 acres of kharif and 
520 acres of radi in the former and 6,083 acres of kharif and 827 acres of rabi 
in the latter district. Out of the total area of 739 acres of rabi irrigated during 
the year, 148 acres were sugarcane, 

The increase in the area under kharif irrigation was mainly due to the » 
construction of the distributaries, 

The decrease in rabi irrigation in both the Burdwan and Hooghly districts 
was due to the ample rainfall thro hout the kharif Season, especially in Sep- 
tember and October 1898 which roluaed the demand for canal-water, 

There was only one caso of surreptitious irrigation during the year. 
Thirty-six acres were irrigated without a permit in the Hooghly district, “ The 
area was assessed at the rate of Re. 1 per bigha, 

The following statement shows the area nrigated during the last five years :— 


ee < aioomiee 





| One flushing | Unautho- 
Year. Long lease. | Season lease beyond area | rized irri- | ‘Total. 
commanded, | gation, 














1 
1893-94 tee 
1894-95 oon 19,650 
1895 96 os 80,195 
1896-97 oes 16,580 
1897-98 | + 21,850 





Average of previous : 
ive piles dee 19,975 
1898.99 eee 24,959 





There was an increase of 5,270 acres in the total area irrigated ug 
the year, as compared with the previous year, and an increase of nearly 3 








cent. as compared with the average of the previous five years, The result 
Sas i 7, considering that the rainfall of the year was both plentiful and 
evenly distributed. 

167. The duty per cubic foot of discharge utilized during the tharif season 
was 145°95 acres. But this duty is unreliable, as, owing to the heavy rainfall 
throughout the season, there was little demand for canal-water. The corroct 
duty of water in the radi season could not be given as the discharge of water 
utilized was partly used for filling tanks for domestic purposes, &c, 

168. e water-rates assessed during the year amounted to Rs. 33,876, 
as compared with Rs, 29,825 in 1897-98, and adding the unrealized balance 
So 17,304) of the six previous years, the gross demand for the year was 

- 51,180, against Rs. 56,343 of the preceding year. Dedueting Rs. 2,857 
on account of commissions paid on advance payment, and remissions amount- 
ing to Rs. 522, the net assessment of the year was Rs. 47,801. 

The collections of the year amounted to Rs. 28,239.* This sum includes 

* The Examiner has shown in | 2%:, 249 om account of stamp fee and interest 
his Finance Accounts for 1808.99 Which were realized by the certificate officers of 
Be. 26,888. | The aiference Ba. 9 Burdwan and Hooghly, and Rs. 200 which were 
nae bexroatbacen ous receipts, Yefunded to the lessees for non-irrigation of water 
SR Raa to their tanks. The net sullaction thoretre was 
Rs. 27,790. The unrealized balance at the close of the year was Rs. 20,011 
against Rs. 17,304 in the previous year. Deducting Rs. 10,699, which were 
subsequently written off as irrecoverable under Bengal Government orders 
No. 41T.1:A, dated 13th May 1899, the net balance was Rs. 9,312. The arrears 
are far larger than the should be, and the Superintending Engineer will be 
specially addressed on the subject. 

The revised water-rate rules for the Eden Canal were framed in March 
1898 on the lines of the revised rules for the Midnapore Canal, with the object 
of removing the inconveniences and difficulties in granting remissions, in filling 
tanks with canal-water for domestic use, and in supplying water for manufactur- 
ing and other purposes. They were passed by the Lieutenant-Governor on 
the 22nd August 1898, and published in the Caleutta Gazette of the 24th idem. 

169. The cost of the temporary revenue establishment employed during 
the year for the 7 ork sets and management of irrigation was Rs, 4,338 
against Rs. 4,578 in the previous year, showing a decrease of Rs. 240. 

170. The miscellaneous receipts amounted to Rs, 686 inclusive of Rs. 94 
shown by Examiner as water-rate receipts, against Rs. 453 in 1897-98. 

171. There was no expenditure on plantations during the year. 

Nine trees above 12 feet in height and thirteen saplings died within the 
year, reducing the total number of trees from 300 to 278. 

172. There were six floods in the Damodar river during the year. The 
maximum reading of the floods of the 19th June and 15th September were 16 
feet 6 inches or only 4 inches lower than the previous highest known flood at 
Edilpur. No damage was done to the canal. 


MADHUBAN CANAL. 
173. The length of this canal is 6} miles in the Champaran district. 


Duty or 
WATER. 


DEMAND, 
COLLECTION, 
AND BALANCE, 


Revence 
ESTABLISH- 
MENT, 


MISCELLA- 
NEOUS 
RECBIPTS. 


PLANTATIONS, 


L&NGTH OF 
CANAL 


174, The expenditure incurred on its maintenance uring the last five exrxprrons. 


years is shown below:— 





PARTICULARS, 1804.95, 1895-06, 1896-97, | 1897-98, | 


—— td | eect Lennie ce 








Maintenances |. 5,567 | 2,488] 8,850 
Establishment ‘..| 2405 | 1,269 | 1/861 
Tools and plant". rd meme 





‘unds of revenue 44 
eo 
Total ...| 8, 3,808 | 5,791 


* This relates to the expenditure on the Tribeni and Dhaka Canals, It has been erroneous! 
shown by Examiner against Madhuban Canal, ‘Tho amount will be written back in his pexd 





eat. 
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EF 





The expenditure during the year was Rs. 3,064 more than last year. The. 
increase was due to the cost of repairing the damage caused “by the flood of 
rH to the Teur weir approaches, the embankment on tho east up-stream 
side of the weir, and the canal banks. 

Rarwratt, 175. The rainfall during the year was 74°60 inches, against 59°40 inches 
in the previous year. 
176. No revenue is derived from irrigation on this canal. as water-rates 
are not recovered. The miscellaneous receipts during the year were Rs. 120, 
against Rs, 214 in 1897-98, 
_ Inmaation. 177. The total area irrigated during the year was 3,190 acres, as com- 
pees with 2,000 acres in the previous year. The increase of 1,190 acres was 
ue to the great demand for water from the middle of October to end 
of December. ‘ 
The areas of the different crops irrigated during the last five years were 
as follows :— 


Revenve. 











Nature or Oror. | 1894-95, | 1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 
















Bhadoi 

Kharif vee 2,010 

Rabi see 

Poppy 926 

Hot-weather crops ... eo 
Total 8,190 






11,251 


178, The state of the plantations for the last two years is shown 
below :— 


PLANTATIONS, 





1897-98 ... 
1898-99 ... 









GENERAL RESULTS. 


179. The net results of the year 1898-99, compared with those of the ner nevexon 


previous quinquennial period, are shown below:— 








Working 
expenses, 
including 

















Parricunars. Restsietione paca! Profit or loss. 
(direct and 
indirect 
charges), 
4 
Masor Irrication Works. Rs. Rs. 
Average of five years ending 17,62,234 14,47,169 | +38,15,065 
March 1898. 
1898-99 ae ve 18,538,877 14,41,402 | +4,12,475 
Minor Works anv Navicarion. 
For which Capital and Revenue 
accounts are kept. 
Average of five years ending 5,25,197 8,50,062 | +4.1,75,185 
March 1898, ia: ent ihe 
1898-99 Sa ie 4,89,802 3,66,657 | 41,238,145 









For which only Revenue accounts 
are kept. 





Average of five years ending 
March 1898, : 
1898-99 hee ove 


1,26,107 
93,926 





1,43,846 
99,863 


———_— 


(—)17,239 
(—) 5,987 












For which neither Capital nor 
Revenue accounts are kept, 





Average of five years endin 34,377 
March 1898,” . : 








73,779 | (—)39,402 





1898-99 sis in 29,045 49,149"| (—)20,104 
Average of five years} 24. 47,915 20,14,356 | 44,838,559 

Total ... maine March 1898, ay * : 
1898-99 Boi 24,66,650 19,57,071 | +5,09,579 


* Exclusive of Rs, 18,288 expended on the Tribeni Canal and survey of Brahmaputra river, 


Compared with the revised estimates of receipts and ex enditure (direct 
charges) bor 1898-99, the total actual recei : ak an tacceans of Rs. (eno 
and the expenditure, a decrease of Rs. 96,609, 

180. Reckoned on earnings, that is, on assessed revenue, as opposed to 


1 receipts, the net results of the Major Irrigation Works for the ast two 
years were as fullows:— 


wee , Working Profit 
BAR, Earnings. expenses. on lia: 
Rs. Bs, Rs. 

1897-98 ee —--19,20,025 14,55,076 (+) 4,64,949 





1898.99 ve -:18,61,673 14,41,402 (+) 4,20,271 








Vator or 
PB, 


DatE ror 











181. The work done during the tod in the recovery of water-rates was 
particularly good. On the Orissa and Sone Canals there were no arrears at 
all, and the result may be ie he as highly satisfactory. There was an in- 
crease in the arrears on the Midnapore Canal from Rs. 3,518 to Rs. 5,718. 
This was due to the villagers in the Antra subdivision having declined to pay 
up their rates, as they expected that remissions would be granted to the villages 
in which the rice crop had suffered considerable damage. 

The figures for the three canal systems are given below :— 





Outstandin Ontstandin 
Demand of | Collected or 
CanaLs. on Ist Apri ° on Ist A 
1808" 1898-99. | adjusted. 1899. 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 5 

















2,738,855 
1,10,141 
9,31,979 


18,15,975 


2,738,191 
1,12,341 
9,380,504 


18,16,036 


ae Kes doo 
Midnapore F 
Sone 





182. In the following table a comparison is made between the approxi- 
mate value of crops irrigated by Major Irrigation Works during 1898-99 and 
the previous year :— ; 








1897-98, | 1898-99, 
Canats. 
Area Value of Area Value of 
irrigated. crops. irrigated. crops, 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 












Acres. Rs. 








Orissa AS sa 71,26,786 194,847 71,04,804 
Midnapore aed wee 22,38,386 74,901 19,34,946 
Sone errs ses 1,68,71,871 440,796 | 1,81,65,003 








Total 701,253 2,22,04,753 





The average value per acre of the various crops irrigated has decreased 


sOMEBION OF From Rs, 37°41 to Rs. 31°25. 


183. The date fixed for the submission of revenue rts*to ‘the office 
of the Chief Engineer is the 5th September. The dates the different 
reports Were received are shown below :— . 


In 1898, In 1899. 


Orissa Circle ... Superintending Engineer's report ... 6th September, __Ast September. 

South-Western Circle Ditto ditto wi Ist ditto. 81st August. 

Sone Circle wns Ditto ditto «. 29th August. 81st ditto. 
All were punctual. 7‘ 


184. Although the results of the working of the canals in Bengal. for 
1898-99 are not as good as those of last year or the year before, yet they may be 
considered iairly satisfactory. fi (i Sa Sa 








SS negra 

The total area assessed on the Orissa Canals. was below that of last year Jew 
by a small amount, due to the lesser area of rabi irrigation, Revised water-rate y 
rules were brought into force on the 23rd of May 1899 for these cunals, but 
they did, not make any material change. in the system: of irrigation. The 
reduction in the number of complaints, and the small number of cases 
pending at the close of the year is a satisfactory feature. The reduction. in 
tonnage of rice carried over the canals was due to the slackness in the export 
trade. The number of passengers carried showed a decroase of 34,875 com- 
pared with last. year, and this may be set down aed to the opening of the 
railway at Cuttack. It is almost certain that the whole of the passenger 
traffic betirsen Calcutta and Cuttack and vice versd will ultimately be diverted 
to the railway, but how far the goods traffic will be affected’ remains'to be: 
seen. The weeds in the High Level Canal, Range I, proved a source of great 
trouble and expense, and were especially bad during the year under review, 
as the exigence of the steamer service prevented a closure of the canal, and 
the growth of the weeds received no hank. When the steamer service is 
withdrawn it will become necessary to close the canal for a protracted period 
in the hot weather to kill the ‘weeds, 


The large increase in the length of the village channels constructed by Sone Casa 
the villagers themselves, which amounted to over 350 miles, isa sure sign that 
cultivators thoroughly appreciate the extra facility for water distribution which 
is gained by the construction of properly designed field-channels. The rain- 
fall, though in excess of last year, was not so favourably distributed, and the 
practical foilure of the hathia rain was the direct cause of the increased 
area assessed for unauthorized use of water. The result of the collection is a 
matter for congratulation: cent. per cent. has been collected, including last 
year’s arrears, and the collection staff deserve great credit for the energetic 
and tactful manner in which the realization of the water-rates has been carried 
out. The great care with which the assessment papers were prepared and 
the punctuality with which they were submitted to the Collection Department 
were, no doubt, important factors in attaining such excellent results. The 
navigation receipts are the heaviest on record, but it is unlikely that they will 
remain so high, as the carriage of materials for the Moghulserai-Gaya Rail- 
way gave them a eeappeney impetus, which it would be unreasonable to expect 
to last. It is satis actory to note that the means adopted for flushing the 
deposit of silt and checking its accumulation at tho Saids of the canals 
continues to act successfully. The cost of silt clearance was greater than last 
year, but the excess expenditure is explained by the closure of the canals, 
during which period the opportunity was taken for doing extensive silt 
clearance by hand above: and hetow the locks and at the bifurcations. The 
system of flushing the canals during the cold and hot-weather months has 
proved most satisfactory in checking the growth of weeds. 


The results of working this canal are not encouraging. The reduction in a 
revenue is very marked, and is attributable partly to the depression in trade 
and partly to the opening of the Bengal-Nagpur ailway. ‘The expenditure 
on maintenance was the highest since the ‘gg 1894-95, and was entirely due 
to the large sum which had to be expended in making good the damage done 
to the canal works by the floods of June 1898, 

As in the case of the other navigable canals in Bengal, there was a marked Huh: Ton, 
falling off in the tollage receipts, which is attributed mainly to general depres- “*“** 
sion in trade, 

There was a decrease in the number of boats which entered the Circular cincuran 
and Eastern Canals. The decrease was poly due to the bad jute season, and mate 
partly to silt-clearing operations in To ly’s Nala, which was closed for the 
purpose. The number of steamers which paid toll for using the Sundarbans 
Toute has increased since last year, and a further increase is anticipated, 

The net revenue from the Nadia rivers shows a.slight improvemont over Napta Rivans. 
on of i year, te this is only due to Po a of establishment charges, 
and, so far as can be seen at present, it is hopeless to expect an future material 
Merease in the toll-collections, ‘ : . : 






oe There was a considerable increase in the maintenance charges ¢ | 
‘oar pln was due to the damage caused to the head-works by the Septem- 
The working of this canal does not present any special points of interest. 


Revised water-rate rules were passed for this canal and are now in force. 
- The rules do not in any way alter the system of irrigation, 


R. B. BUCKLEY, 
Chief Engineer, Bengal. 


Catcurra, 
The 10th November 1899. 
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE FINANCIAL RESULTS OF IRRIGATION 


Realizations tinder main heads o 


sf REVENUE (ACTUAL RECEIPTS). 


IRRIGATION. 








rectly 


Water-rates di 





MAJOR IRRIGATION 
WORKS, 






st 









F 
¥ 
& 
F 


Rs. 


4,0e2 | 4,05,402 | 4,810 73,099 


5,040 “| 223,782 | 4,959 | 13,359 





a ee oe 73,760 AB} iss 1,505 | 75,986 990 | 74,300 | cto! ong 









9,29,016 oe 0,29,016 1,05,664 2,883 1,081 36,771 | 10,756,265 





8,853 | 10,71,412 | 4,135 | 99235 | | 












—- —_—— | ——)| 


13,08,952 |... | 13,08,952 | 4,65,653 | ¢,036 | 1,031 81,605 | 18,593,877 




















—_)| 


18,085 | 18,809,042 | 13,9765 | 1,91,00 | | 



















—_- |__| 
MINOR WORKS AND 
NAVIGATION, 


Works for which capital 
and revenue accounts 
are kept, 


Arm 


73,004 | 1,921) 1,730 
NS 





amen and Bastern 


5,690 | 95,134 











18,41, 608 





9,99,478, 






Irrigation Revenue Officers 
‘diokague Ol the teapoey ona 






WORKS IN BENGAL FOR THE YEAR ENDING 3isr MARCH 1899, 
Revenue and Working Expenses, ’ ; 








MANAGEMENT. | Marwrenancer or Works, 








17,195 
8,001 
8,763 


15,410 


44,459 





Sout 














WORKING EXPENSES. 





















pense ac- 





Grand total, working ex- 


penses. 


66,114 | 1,063,778 | 4,840 | 73,080] .., 


Sundries (sus; 
counts). 


! 7 





Rs, Rs. 
33,677 4,095,213 
26,978 | 50,810 | 4,858] 11,883) .., 


| 
o 10,719 62) 6,514) .. 


9,317 2,738,980 
2474 50,029 


1,52,692 | 2,71,971 4,186 | 99,738)... 62,618 





2,465,784 | 4,095,278 | 13,976 | 1,91,060) ... 


———- amen 





- 86 7 BY) awe 
~ 15,781 | 1,921) 7,740) ,,, 8,961 | 16,338 82,510) 


- 69,708 | 3,090 | 25,135) .,. { 28,834 2,828 | 1,44,378 








2,45, 754 | 013,448 | 39,375 


in coliection of revenue. 
of ailladars, muharrirs and patzols, employed fcr the supervision and management of irrigation and collesticn of revenue trom the Eden Oupal. 
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Principal Results of Operations for the year ended 81st March 1899. 















STATEMENT SHOWING THE FINANCIAL RESULTS OF IRRIGATION WORKS IN BENGAr, 
FOR 1898-09, BASED ON ACTUAL REOEIPTS. 




























































————— <= —_ roe pm Jr eee ==: 
25 jesee se Svrrivs Bi Rzvsnve  Bxones On im 
: £2 4 SE RE AFTER PAYING In- INCLUDING Tite, 
Direct and See: Working Abc tz4 Z° tae irre Oereee he i 7 
1 * ‘Bow eo Y, 
indirect | direct and | expenses, |(excluding) SES |e. fES 
Jnuroation Woaxs, outlay to end) indirect, | direct and | charges for pa 2% gS é ry P Pe 
of 1898-09. | from alll | indirect, | interest). | g* les ease Satper Age on 
sources, 3 % 2 FP Amount.) % 10Ut | Amount. | total 
Ps ey ls Besss charge. an 
| 2 | 8 | 4 | 6 | 6 | 7 | 8 | 9 | 10 n 
o Mayor Innication Rs. Rs. Ks. ks. Rs Ks. Fs. Rs, 
Wonks. 
In operation. 
J —“Hijili Tidal Canal ... 26,156,242 74,306 60,029 24,277 “98 1,02,069 77,792 | | 997 
a In progress. 
«i I deficit q 
Orissa Project 2,63,73,161 | 4,865,492 | 4,906,213 | —29,721 ash a 1€,3.1,180 10,£9,901 | 40) 
* ene 
- Midnapore Canal ..,| 84,656,427 | 2,28,732 | 2,783,989 | —45,248 “63 8,31,230 8,76,478.| 4-45 
Sone Project e+ | 2,67,60,498 | 10,71,112 | 6,08,245 | 4,63,167 1:73 10,814,819 tee ay 5,71,182 | 218 
a P Total 6,42,14,818 | 18,39,914z | 14,27,457 | 4,127,475 64 24,97,828 20,865,853 | 9% 
. — _———$ ———— | —— | __. ___. a | een | i |r 
| Manor Wonks any 
ki Naviaatioy. 
re In operation, % 
F Saran Project 7,21,688 4,992 1,267 3,735 62 . aoe on 
a Osleutta and Eastern] 4,61,252 | 4,09,281 | 2,89,677 | 1,23,604 169 « a ” 
pe Canals, 
E Nadia Rivers £9,415 | 99,422 | —30,005 ma 
.. ; In progress. | - 
: deficit 
n Orissa Coast Cana) ... 46,32,412 73,0 4 82,288 | —9,194 F . oe " “ 
é: Gai atta and Busi 4,464 896 4,069 ” uid es “ 
ae Abaniloned or held in 
ber ) abeyance, 
fe Tirhut Project 6,06,076 o kes Fra | 
| Damodar _,, 1,556,380 age a is on i ee oo - 
Total 1,24,76,707 | 6,81,247 | 4,64,089 | 1,17,268 se) 
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IIIC. 
DEMANDS AND REALIZATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1898.99. 
eee ey er a Te ef == ae ——S——==== 
' @ 2 ’ md 
|? f ae 
eee | oy ee g° = 
= Ra os g 
3% S a : Bos ae 
36 3 ge | 3.2 g 
oe2.| Fs ge 3S shh] 8 
ah ¢) aS a Se ~ Edo 5 o 
agen 88 S$ |3EE| 3 |B83/] €2 
a eye) a a A A < 
¢ Ae ie sich OR Poe RS 
1 | 2 | 3 | a 5 6 | 7 8 
i 
Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 2s, 
Major Irrigation Works. : 
Drissa Project... s+ | 664} 4,70,363 | 4,71,097 | 1,478 | 4,69,554) 4,69,554 
inapore Canal 3,518 | 2,388,559 | 2,42,077 | 2,587 | 2,89,490| 5,718 | 9,33,772 
Hijili Tidal Canal 75,286 | 75,286 75,286 75,286 
bas Project 1,475 | 10,76,753 | 10,78,228 | | 2,963 | 10,75,265 10,765,265 
a = eee ew SW a [ee 
Total s+ | 5,657 | 18,60,961 | 18,66,618 | 7,023 | 18,59,595 | 5,718 | 18,53,877 
inor Works and Navigation. 

Project . .- | 6,786 (a)674 7460 |... 7,460 | 2,468 4,962 
Kian Coast Canal lc ape 76,036 | 75,086 76,036] ., 75,036 
lileutta and Eastern Canals 4,09,774 | 4,09,774 4,09,774 | 44. 4,09,774 
lita Rivers ,., ae 89,426 | 89,426 89,426 |- ... 89,426 

and Buxi-Khal .,.. tal 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,500 
Total w-| 6,786 ~ 6,86,196 |* 2,468 | 5,83,798 
~Grawp Torat oon. | 12,443" 7,028 | 24/45;791 


my 






































ork. —Refunds of revenue havo not been deducted from the actual 
Miscellanoous collections.—There was no assessment of wator-ra 




















































receipts of the yoar, 
ites during the year, 








8,186 | 24,27,¢05 
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE FINANCIAL RESULTS OF IRRIGATION WORKS IN BENGAy, 


Principal results of operations foy 











REVENUE ASSESSED 











Capital out- Direcr A 
lay (direct = = ed 
Inrication Works. and indirect)| 4% $ . A a g ol 
to end of the} .= 3 m & 2 8 
year. am, Lai to S ‘J £ 
33 £ ES | 2 z 
I SFE of Ba E Z 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
MAJOR IRRIGATION Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra 








WORKS, 
Orissa Project 909 cas 2,63,78,151 2,70,272 +e 8,628 ee 1,67,807 
Midnapore Canal ... aK 84,65,427 | 1,12,341 ae 108 awe 1,04,528 
Hijili Tidal Canal ... we |  26,15,242 es as 22 see 78,700 
Sone Project eee .. | 2,67,60,498 | 9,838,607 tas 2,883 1,081 
Total Major Irrigation Works ... 6,42,14,318 | 18,21,220 sb 6,636 1,081 | 4,51,181 


ee a a a es 


MINOR WORKS AND 
NAVIGATION. 


Works for which Capital and 
Réavenue accounts are kept. 


Saran Project ove se 7,21,588 “en 5 = ses 
Orissa Cogst Canal. ven 45,832,412 “os me is isan 72,954 
Caloutta and Eastern Canals ... 64,61,252 8,77,092 


















Total ...| 1,17,15,252 e se 4,50,046 











Works for which only Revenue 
accounts are kept, 





Nadia Rivers oe one 
Gaighatta and Buxi Khal 
Total 











Works for which neither Capital 
nor Revenue accounts are kept. 


Eden Canal ope oud 
Madhuban Oanal ... nt 







irrigati (a) Exclusive of Rs. 4,318 on 
N.B,=Tho assoxsed revenue means the revenue assessed on the ion of the year independently o) ether ‘ive demand stal 





on THE YEAR ENDED 1398-99, BASED ON ASSESSMENTS OF THE YEAR, 


year ended 31st March 1899. 


URING THE YEAR, | 

































































































Te EE 
20 2 8 Bea 
vaXUE. g ee 228 d g bid 
oo ¢ . batt =| : 83 
B=} i 2 ® rf oO “7 | wo +4 g © oe 
6 2 . ! 3 3 & 3 3g to 8 i Ps I oe 
5 oa a) es Bw 2 be 
ie | Bp] sa |2g?| 3 | 33 ex | Bee 
ge & aS P=) 4 los & ES z ° & om 
8 | 9 | 10 ll | ; 12 | 13 | 1¢ | 15 16 
ORE aah CR ee Sb - cameada  ee 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. 
: : deficit. 
20,895 | 4,62,602 | 4,062 4,58,540 bee 4,55,540 | 4,95,218 (—)36,673 0:13 
deficit. 
22,484 | 2,39,406 5,040 | 2,34,366 ioe 2,34,366 | 2,78,980 (—)89,614 0-46 
rofit. 
1,505 75,286 930 74,306 ook 74,306 50,029 | (+)24,277 ! 0°92 
; rofit. 
86,771 | 10,84,879 3,853 | 10,80,526 10,80,526 | 6,08,245 (+)4,72,281 76 
rofit. 
81,605 | 18,61,678 18,47,788 sae 18,4°,738 | 14,27,467 4,20,271 , 0-65 
Oe Se eae Pe Cece 
deficit. 
669 (a) 674 674 den 674 1,257 (—)583 0:08 
deficit. 
2,082 75,036 . 78,094 acu 78,094 82,288 (—)9,194 0°20 
rofit. 
82,682 4,09,774 4,09,281 ate 4,09,281 | 280,677 (+)1,28,604 . 1:99 
rofit. 
85,433 4,85,484 | 2,435 4,83,049 4,483,049 | 8,64,229 1,18,827 . 1-01 
M7 | 89,426 10 89,416 89,416 (—)10,006 pes 
{ 4,500 36 4,464 4,464 +4,069 












84,268 84,268 
120 120 

200| 34,388]... 34,388 
2,681 | 611,817| ... | 6,il,g17 













STATEMENT OF TRAFFIO ON CANALS IN BENGAL DURING THE YEAR 1898.99, 












Panrricurars. 


Reoerrrs. 


‘Private boats 
Government boats 
ts . 


pater 1m cai 


boats. 


fenance charges, 





Net revenue of year 


cargo we . 
to tto passenger 
pee ditto empty boats 


Total ia 







gpa tonnage of 
canal measure- 
haeeo os oA 
0 ditto passenger 


Total =... 


— yall Up 

—Down on 

Total ... 

d value of cargo— 
U 


Down oe 


‘otal oe 











ey 





Gat. 







of canal open for 





















ment 














Total receipts... 


in- 
ding cr navigation 
feitnen viga 


number of boats ply- 











Ditto ditto empty boats . 






















80,975) 88 rr} B52 | 4z 733,098 4,44, 19/221 17,96,074 
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feetxfeetxfeet—Up c. ft. 
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reat, Examiner has included this amount with 
nto of 314 steamers, 97 flats and 270 ratte, 


* Miscellaneous Receipts.” 
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STATEMENT OF AREAS IRRIGATED BY IRRIGATION Wonks IN BENGAL DURING 
THE YEAR 1898.99, 


‘saat | ieeinaens IN pus | AVERAGE eer conic AREASIERIGATED By gc 
oe Sees Ar nmap, DitcmAnoa ar bic 


Rabi. | Total. 
in Pots Rabi. | Kharif. | Rabi. | Kharif. | Rabi. 


1 


Onissa CANALS. 


r b 750 621 74,871 
nd kerr ia vanehes| 73, 4 yd 
Level canal Rangel... —... 2! 21] 22,0%8 
Total Mahanadi Series ,,,} 147,101 7 
h Level Canal, Range If ves 2,996 


I 
. pape 4 -d oe lore 406 


ish rhea hes 42,057 ry as 
‘Total Orissa Canals we 


| Mipwarong Oanar, 


oo 70,741 —Si00 | 
29,018 


75,490 | 11,626 87,016 1,087 | oe 11°04 91°06 
$20,288 98,809 | 827,797 | 31 oe 2,069 110°82 


a fe 
tee ~a04778 778 10,096, |_ 414,818 oe oy 27°80 | 10677 
Canals were were closed d luring the year. 


983 of hot-weather {i ‘tion Consisting of 25,127 acres irrigation and 858 ucres [; irrigation, 
by Superintending Hus eyo areas of ‘Ol nah were very seal” a 


IIE. 


WATEMENT SHOWING THE INCIDENCE OF WORKING EXPENSES AND ASSESSED WATER- 
RATES ON CANALS IN BENGAL DURING 1898-99. 


<= = = SS oe ae 
E | 3 = | Worxine Cqovarak'e Porat Warm Warne 
Buravene. Wararnarm, | ay D a 


a | ke 


i ATER-RATES ASSESSED DURING 
g 4 W. 1898.99, 


Nao ov Oawar, 


540 104,847) 107-90 | 2°54} 340°89| vgs 186 
ae. Hetty 74,901 roe 365 invadiag 12583 ie 


0,88,007 10,80,66 | 6,08/215 | 440;7 ("Ss | 203" ri S226 
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE WATER-RATES PER ACRE IN FORCE ON 
CANALS IN BENGAL DURING 1898-99, 


















Different sorts of leases and crops on WareR-Rares rep 
which the water-rates are ied, 
od Flow. | Lift. 
1 | 2 | 38 | 4 5 
Sa es ds 
Long Leases, Rs. a. p.| Rs. a. P. 
f I| For water supplied on a long-term lease 


tween the 16th June and 30th 
November Sec yee ane 
For a tetm of 7 years for each season. 
For water supplied on a provisional license 
for which a permit for a term of years is 
not subsequently issued ... se 
Provided that the rate for leases, whether 
new or renewals, required for shorter 
terms seven years in crder to 
aie the system of block, as per 
Rule 7 (III), shall be charged vee 
Beali lands included.in a long lease are 
not exempted from assessment, but no 
charge will be made for water supplied 
to them in the radi season, that is, up 
to 25th March. 
Low-lying lands included in leases for a 
term of years which require irrigation 
only in years of drought see 











Orissa CaNALs 










oO 







Season leases, 





For water supplied for irrigation of rice 
between the 16th of June and 30th of 
November .., ben see 

For water supplied for irrigation of dalwa 
Tice ooo (ea eee 

For water supplied for irrigation of 
cotton, tobacco, Auldi, ginger, wheat, 
vegetables, indigo and garden produce 

For water supplied for urigation of lin- 
seed, oil-seed and all "gga eee 

For water supplied for irrigation of 
sugarcane... Bae wee 

For filling tank or for manufacturing 
purposes per 10,000 cubic feet of water- 
supply, also for filling tanks without 
authority or using water in an un- 
authorized manner ose ve 

For water supplied for the irrigation of 
sugarcane between Ist April and 15th 

When water can only be supplied for a 


part of the above season, for each 
watering .., oon om 

















For the Rice Orop. 


For water supplied between 16th June and 30th Rorertberr-ayhacer by flow or lift— 
A. P. 
1 8 0 per acre for each 


For five-year leases ges ea 

For one-year lease or for water supplied on a provi- season. 
sional license for which a permit for a term of 
years is not subsequently issued ngh «+ 8 0 0 per acre. 


Provided that the leases, whether new or renewals, 
required for shorter terms than five years in order 
to develop the system of blocks, ankle charged 1 8 O per acre, 
J£ water is available after the long leases have been 
Mipnarore< irrigated, leases for a single watering may be given : 

Oana. at. ove oe oes «+ 0 8 0 per acre, the rate 
pee 3 payable 
in advance, 

For Winter Crops. 


For supply of water, when available ... «+» 280 per acre or per 


season. 
L For unauthorized use of canal-water ... + 6 0 0 per acre or such 
, essrate as may 
be Pog cere: 
e De 
alate me 
For supply of water for manufacturing or other purposes Re. 1 to be charged for each 
10,000 cubic feet or part of 10,000 eubic feet supplied. 
The same charge will be made if water is taken into a tank without authority, or used 
in an unauthorized manner. 5 
Tanks may be filled with canal water without charge wherever water can be made avail- 
a) ee injury to the cultivation dependent on a canal under certain conditions noted 
in 1. 


Per bigha, 
Rs, a. P. 
sire ore commencing from Ist June 
of year in which they are executed 
and extending for seven years, per season 0 5 0 
II.—Season leases, ‘harif, per season ee, ee: i) 
Ill.—Single waterings outside the area com- 
Even d manded, each watering ... ow O 4 0 
Oana. TV.—Season leases, rali, sugarcane and potatoes 
and other crops, per season « 1 0 0 
Boro rice, onions, brinjals and other 
santey vegetables, per season o. 0 8-0 
V.—Unauthorized irrigation— 
: or such lower 
Kharif season ua es 1 0 0) rates as may 
Rabi season “i «. 2 0 0) befixed by the 


canal officer. 


For supply of water for manufacturing or other ses Re. 1 to be charged for each 
10,000 cubic feet or part of 10,000 eubic feet suppli ne ged 


The same rate will be made if water is taken into a'tank without authority or used in 


an unauthorized manner. 
SONE CIRCLE. 
8S88sSsSsSsS0MSM0SS0999mmmmmmmamsm 
Pe ‘SONE CANALS, 
The following schedules are in force with reference to all leases taken during the year 
1896.97 and subsequently — pre 
ScurpuLE No, I. 88S ai 


Leases for a term of years. 


For WATER SUPPLIED BETWEEN THE 26TH 
or JUNE OF ONE YEAR AND THE 45TH 
Makcu oF THE NEX?. 











year 1903. Bist 


Scuzpute No. II. 
Season Leases (Kharif), 









For water =e between the 26th June and the 
26th of October for all crops, 





Scurpute No. ITI. 
Season Leases (Rabi). 











True or Surrty. Locality. 





AP. 
15th October to | Water supplied for all crops, 016 
26th March. including sugarcane from dis- 
tributaries open for kharif 
irrigation. 
‘26th October to | Water supplied for all crops 0100010 
26th March, including sugarcane from dis- 


tributaries or parts ot distri- 
butaries from which rabi irri- 
gation only is allowed. 






Scurpurs No. IV. 
Season Leases (Hot-tweather). 





| Frow on Lirr. 














Per tenth of 
| Per bigha a bighs. 
| 
1 | 2 | 8 
Rs, a. vp. Rs. a. v. 
For water su ied between the 25th March} 2 8 0 040 
and the 26th June, or at the option of the 
applicant, between the 26th of February 
the 26th of May, for all os , 
When water can only be supplied for a part} 016 0 016 
of the season, for each watering. 





_. {nthe case of charges under Schedules I to IV, any smaller area than one-tenth ; 
bigha will be charged as one-tenth. ‘The bigha contains 27,225 square feot, =* 





Por water supplied by volume in the kharif season, 


For water supplied between the Ist of September and the 31st of October, four rupees 
ache rr nny i 1 rey ‘pero second for twelve oe eorig a 
wubic foot per second or ve hours, a e, but a 
fraction of less than one-sixteenth shall be charged +p aprone oa 


Scuzputz No. VI. 


For water supplied by volume to fill aharas. 


For water supplied between the Ist November and the 25th of March, one rupee for a 

discharge of one cubic foot per second for twelve hours. For less than a cubic foot 

second or less than twelve hours, a proportionate charge shall be made, but a fraction of 
ess than one-sixteenth shall be charged as one-sixteenth. 








APPENDIX I. 


Orissa Circe. 2 


Stdlements showing the areas of Kharif irrigated on the Distributaries from the Orissa Canals 
with average discharge of season or of period of greatest demand and area per cubic Soot 
per second on the samo for the year 1898-99. 


Tarpanna CANAt, 









Area of 


Disrripurary. kharif. 





Area 

Average | cubic foot 
discharge | per second 
of season. | on average 
of season. 





Acres. 

Ios 0 sess es ex 139 
No. l. . #.. ie re 788 
No.. 14. : 431 
No. 2 5 “ee ee 692 
No 3 i. bee aan 999 
M0. 45 as wes tes 730 
No. (6). ah 646 
Sub-distributary at Sompur 146 
ING ATG te noc soe 1,608 
Now 7 603 
No. 8» 24. ae ny 1,771 
NG os ee, sale Lie 898 
Nos 10 22.7 aay mY 488 
NO. 31... os be Ge 1,071 
No. 412" 3: as ka 5,821 
No..1B: 6 as Fed im 1,447 
Total os), L278 





C. ft. per 

second, Acers. 
3:63 38 
14:98 53 
10°63 41 
11:93 58 
14:60 71 
5:47 183 
12:03 54 
218 67 
12:73 127 
665 91 
15:10 117 
13-92 65 
6:25 78 
10°37 103 
48°33 110 
13°32 109 
201:52 rele) 





Acres. 

No. 1 Distributary with branches 588 
No. 2 ditto ditto an 2,334 
No. .3 ditto ditto at 478 
No. 4 ditto ditto iy 1,856 
No. 6 ditto ditto a 1,181 
No. 6 ditto ditto Ga 2,032 
No. 7 ditto ditto 2,886 
No.8 ditto ditto 2,659 
No. 9 ditto ditto 1,298 
No. 10 ditto ditto tod 7,473 
No. 11 ditto ditto $3; 747 
No 12 ditto. ditto 775 
No. 13 ditto ditto... | 4,811 
No. 19 ditto Gitte ra; 6,822 
«| 83,390 


Total 


baer 


88554 







CO. ft. per 
second. Acres. 
5:74 102 
25°98 90 
3:90 122 
16°89 83 
1364 83 
18:08 112 
23:90 121 
24:62 108 
9°80 182 
68:54 109 
10°91 69 
10°35 75 
82:28 134 
7141 











Average 
discharge | Area per 
Approxi- of 15 days’| cubic foot 
: mate area | Petiod of | per second 
Disrripvvary. of kharif | ,Btestest jon 15 days REMARKs. 
demand— | period of % 


irrigated. | tt to 15th| greatest 


tember | demand. 
en 



































Main Canal ase ike 159 
No. 0 Distributary, and branches 755 
o 1 ditto ditto Ss: 38,638 
No. 2 ditto ditto ons 539 On — distributary 
No. 8 ditto ditto aes 1,2315 No. 84 the soil is 
No. 3¢$ ditto ditto er 300 very sandy, and 
No 4 ditto ditto - ... 4,608 there is great loss 
No. 44 ditto ditto ess 808 of water. 
No. 5 ditto ditto ist 2,249 
No. 54 ditto ditto as 450 
No, 6 ditto ditto .  «. 7,846 
No. 64 ditto ditto hes 88 
No. 7 ditto ditto ee 1,094 
No. 8 ditto ditto we | 14,746 
No. 9 ditto ditto ive 4,467 
No. 10 ditto ditto =. 695 


No. 11 ditto ditto at 1,649 
No, 12 ditto ditto #3 1,063 
No. 13 ditto’ — ditto. §—... | 1,28 


No. 15: ditto ditto wae 1,846 Distributaries 15 
No. 16 ditto ditto =... 486 to 18 are in lower 
No. 17 ditto ditto ax 611 levels, where a 


No. 18 ditto ditto ee 1,294 small supply is 
sufficient under 
normal condi- 


Total tions. 


Gopri Cana. 














Average 
discharge 
1b dayt’ oubiec foot 

Area of | Period of per secon 

Disrripurary. kharif | 8reatest |6. 15 days’!  Rewanns. 

inrigated. | Comand— | eriod of 
25th Sep- Laut 
to 10th Oo-| Comancs 
tober 1808. 

1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 










The very low du- 
on Nos. 2, 


1 one 5, and7 indi- 
No. 3 ditto ani ah 4, , 2 
No. 4 ditto pat A i) 


for lation of 
ontlats.. 





Disrrinvrary. 





Main —— i botany 
No. 1 Distri! 

No. 2 ditto - 
No. 38 ditto a 


700 
411 
922 
1,887 


. 139 








In this country 
there is in nor- 
mal years very 
little —_ require- 
ment for canal 
water. 





No. 0 Distribu ae 
No. 1 dite ee 
No. 2 ditto Sea 
No. 3 ditto , 
No. 4 ditto 
No. 5 ditto Sue 
No. 6 ditto ms i 
No. 7 ditto og 
No. 8 ditto = 
9 ditto Wy 


Parramunpt Canat. 














The i irrigation was 
assisted by rain- 
fall. 


The duty will re- 
maiu irregular 
till outlets are 
properly adjust- 
ed to areas 
leased. 


























Main Canal outlets ... ws 1,681 15:00 112 | Irrigation was as- 
No. 1 Distributary ... a 8,882 62°46 62 sisted by rainfall. 
No. 2 ditto ee aos 970 11:59 84 The results re- 
No. 3 ditto aed Ss 1,512 20°69 73 corded are of 
No. 4 ditto ant san 639 4:99 128 little practical 
No. 44 ditto sos one AAT 15 62 75 value, and indi- 
No. 5 ditto ry “i 1,507 11°52 131 cate that more 
No. 5 ~ ditto sae eS 287 2°84 101 method is  re- 
No. 6 ditto Ss a 2,212 14:09 157 quired in the 
No 7 ditto oes ao 37 691 54 regulation of the 
No. 7} ditto dv oe 1,750 19:62 89 supply. 

No. 74 ditto ae & 440 4:38 100. 

No. 8 ditto ats cag 802 165 123 

No. 9 ditto oat aid 763 5:57 187 

No. 10 ditto ast S 547 6:22 88 

No. 11 ditto is se 949 8:87 107 

No. 12 ditto Lo Bai 1,022 13-01 78 

No. 138 ditto see sae 750 10°64 71 

No. 14 ditto ies ne 850 22:22 88 

No. 144 ditto * ... Fi 44 164 27 

No. 15 ditto “ wal 47 0:72 ' 65 

No. 16 ditto ray a. 140 161 87 
No, 1? ditio ihe bi ebk 881 194 

Total ... | 22,198 | 263-67 | a4 | 
\ 
Hisn Lever Canar, Rane II. 
Main Canal outlets . «. be | 2,996 33°30 90 This shows outlets 


———_—_—_ well adjusted. 
Total se] 2,996 |. 83:30 90 








ae Hicu Lever Oanat, Ranoe III. 

















Main Canal outlets... AE 7,070 The regulation 

No, 2 Distributary ... op 1,178 appears to be 

"No. 3 ditto ik eau, 8,77 better on this 
No. 4 ditto see sete 5,027 canal than on 

No. 3 ditto nee ret 4,236 the others, 

No. 6 ditto oy te (s 1,057 though the duty 

No. 7 ditto tae a 1,516 from the main 

Sa SRE canal outlets is 

Total «| 28,841 too low. 











Jaspur CANAL, 





Ei io Area per 
diecharee,| oui foot 


Area of | period of 


Disrriputary, 3 kiarig. 
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NUMBER OF DAYS DI8- 
TRIBUTARY was ix | AVERAGE p 
FLOW DURING SEASON, 







LENGTH OF DISTRIBUTARIES OPEN, IN 
MILBS DURING SEASON. 














1 iidiha Distributary 8 ” “ 2 oo 8 8 
2 it re he Channel a) oe. ose 33)... oes hes os 
3 Distributary io} 3,900} 196] 10] 3,900) 10 89 
4 8 1,800 “6 6] 1,809) § 40 
6 5 | 2,718 31 6| %718| 6 41 
7 26 0 M41} 22] ww 26 ” 
8 |Kojhassa 4,9 wa | 97} 2,400) 166] 14) 7 38 
9 | Right Parallel Channel (C) 6 ose 25 6 i 6 on 
Ei ba 2%] 2,100 121 M 20) 26 48 
I Obannel (b) cen Co ey Pe a ‘ oo 
Distributary ...) . 8| 9700] 16|'° 8} 2700 49 
Saldpar Bub ditto ...| “8 200 4 5 | 2,640 8 0 
enon: Bub ditto 1] 2,080 3] 1) 205) 2 40 
manna ( 6 aud 37 6 ae 6 45 
2] 2,900 2 2] 2,900 2 68 
ot ane (PF) fe 21 6 5 58 
potion iene’ 6] 1,820 46 5! 1,980 6 bu 
Canal Voutlots” woe] BB] ane o Ts ee 86 bt 







Total Patna Canal (Daudnagar subdivision) 


| § 
7 





Mean duty, Patna Canal (Daudnagar 


































1 | Murkha Distribu 7 7%] 18] .. 7 % 6 66 | 150 
2 | Nagwa Sub-Distribu 4| 2,400 | 4] S400; 4 : 
§ | Paligun ae “ie 2040 1 "te ] 200 | “Io ay 
5 Fn BT ay 4| 33900] “ist] 4] S90] 6 a} "nu| “9 
6 Bhuratpure ee een 5] 1, ion 3 640 5 a oi oo 
7 wan Distribatary 4 i000 m| 4 retry 4 12 | “10 
8 Tabarpore Channel 4| 1,200 45} 4] 1,200) 6 A a) a % 3 
9 Channel, No. Iv" 7| 3,864) ... on ayy oe on seit si es “ 
a | siege Dente’: | 3) Sl ts] as] “a| Mw] a8] Ma] ow 
H pepe eon No. vie =| 3 8,980 “al “s| Gaul “%s “al ml ~ sl “el 8 
“4 Bricbpor 1} 378} os] 11) 3978] a me a pe = m 
ie | Rurkort o| ise) 3] 7| S90] 8 ee Me te 
7 s| 906] | 8| 1,06) 8 BP eee ue econ | lat Yer 
18 6 253 “0 6 ‘253 6 55 6 9 Ww 4 
1 8] 40 44/8] 40 8 87 yy n 13 4 
20 23} 106} 32%] 20| 2600) 2 ws n n 81 
2 10] ww wi} 1} .. 10 KS oy a ae 
ie 6} 3820] ... rT) 68 5 a7 8 
5] 180) .. “0 60 8 % 6 
“ eabon al cap 67 43 u 28 $ 
rt ey (Sa, me 51 28 7 4 3 
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otal Patna Canal (Bikrum subdivision) «| 





Mean duty, Patna Canal (Bikrum sab 
‘Total Patna Cunal Bh eee ae 


Mean duty, Patna Comal om 
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Newngr or pars Dis 
Lerorm ov Disrarnvrary OPEN, IN TRIBUTARY Was I AVERAGE isc 


MILES, DURING SEASON. PLOW DURING BBASON, 


Naie ov Disrainvrary. 


i Khari, Rabi, | Alot weather, |Kharif, | Rabi. | ,0t rota 


“>| |= |i 


Suliya Distributary ..  .. 1,200 8) 1,200 “ oo 
Beanwank — ditto va | 8) 1,400 n 39 
Outlets fa Main Westorn Canal In a length of 7 miles 13 21 


subdivision. 
Mean duty, Sikroul subdivision 


. 


07 wv 21 
Total Jamorur subdivision 
Mean duty, Jamrour subdivision 


Ontlets in Main Westorn Canal 62 88 16 
Baraon Distributary ons ove 


Oatlets in Main Western Canal 66 
Baithari — Distribu' oes mf ’ A 


Khhurmavea ate” “ 1-4 le be ie 
Total Basawan subdivision .,, 
Mean duty, Basawan subdivision 
Total Main Western Canal... 
Mean duty, Main Western Canal 
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APPENDIX IIL. 


Blatement showing the Number of Days spent on Dutw and on Tour by Superintending, Executive and Assistant 
Engineers and Upper Subordinates of the Irrigation Branch, during the gear 1898-99, 


HS 


NUMBER OF DAYS— 


Name. Circle or Division. 


woe ee 


————— 
Superintentling Engineers. 

Mr, J.H.Toogood we oe 
» D. B, Horn ond seat? ee 


ReManks. 

































Feet Western Circle Was on furlongh tll 4th Decom 

rf le ‘as on fur! tl 4 ber 1898 and took over 
charge on the 6th. W: ted Otficia i ‘ 
ea ic cur) ding th 

ted as neer (1) durin, 
Sor stad rate Grp hs 
"y . riod Mr, 

officiated as Chiof Engineer from 9th ‘vareh 1800. 
On peichege tears for months, from 17th May to lith 


omebated during the absence on privilege leave of the 


Ke H. Stephen eo 


»  W. A, Inglis vee wee aes | Orisa Circle ove om 274 127 


» AS Thomson «+ ooo on Ditto on eee 91 2 woo roar we 
3 r manent incumbent r rest of t 
Executive Engineers. Roads and Buildi Brands. ¥ : saa ass 
Mr. C,H. DeMello w+ wo Arrab we seo 274 103 | On three months’ privilege leave, from 26th April to 25th 


an doc Executive Engi j 
ciated as Executive ineer during the abse ] 
Mr. DeMello. Fifteen days spent in aomuiring Peper Ps | 

of divisional duties. For details, see under “ Assistant 


Engineers, 
Transferred to the 2nd Caleutta Division which he joined 


yy Je Zorab wo oe oe 


Rai Annoda Prosad Sircar Sahib Do. ct es 13 « 
on 19th April 1898. 
Mr. G.C. Maconchy «» os  *" Buxar ... 0 + oe $15 122 } On leave for 26 days. Transferred to the Balavore Divisioa 
» © W. Sibold sae Do. os) t5 | 90 50 ow For seo under ‘ Assistant Engineers.” 
1» Ge L. Bearight v1 Eastern ie 130 | On privilege leave for 88 days, from 7th April 1896. 
py Ts Butler oe eet Ditto ww 88 16 | Held charge of the Division in addition to his dutiosa 
Inspector of Works, Bihar Division. 
» H. A. Green ws oso | Gandak ee 365 135 
65 Bo BATOW wort oer oe. ert Cossyew 1 3 | On leave for six days, from 12th April 1898, preparatory 


his proceeding on furlough for & months and 15 days, 
vommencing from 18th idem, and on 1) days’ subsidiary 
leave. Joined Brahmini-Byturni Division on 12th Jane 


1899. 
Was in charge of the Division for 354 days only. 






yp Fy By Yo Tong! see ons vers Do. wn ey 365 232 
GC. A. White See coe, caees| SAMASMES.  -yoeeiy a 365 152 
8G, C. Maconchy so oe ote] Doe nae eee ont 24 5 | On transfer to take c of the Division. 
» 0.8. Smith “ ” + | Nadia Rivers ... 7 81 147 oa ivilege leave for 61 days, from 3rd May to 22nd Jut 
» KH. Stephen we we ot Northern Drainage 96 35 | For remarks, see under “ Su rintending Engineers.” Fat 
and Embankment. two days held charge the Division i addition 
South-Western Circle. * 
Rai Gopal Ch. Daw Sabib_ ++ Ditto a 269 188 | Officiated during the deputation of Mr. Stophen as Sup 
tending Engineer, South-Western Circle. 
Mr, P. G, Jacobs ww es | Ciroular and Eastern 268 71 | On privilege leave for three months, from 27th July 128. 
Canals. On preparetery ‘and subsidiary leave for five days. 
wo 5. Torah lye we eee Ditto ved 95 30 | Officiating, For remarks, see under ‘ Assistant Engines! 
» 9, W. Fox ie band gee Ditto ax 2 A Officiating. 
» M. H. Arnott oo” ene «| Mahanadi oe 365 158 4 
» =. E, Carter te ow «| Brahmini-Byturni ... 28 135 | ‘Transferred to the Northern Circle which he joined om 
» H. Barlow 2 0 oo Ditto Se 78 21 Joined the Division on the afternoon of 12th January] 
For di see against Cossye Division. 
» J. C. Hewitt ve ows ews | AcQuapada-Jajpur ... 365 189 
Assistant Engineers. ‘ 
Mr. E. Arundel Smith ... 0. + Arrah we oe oe 365 280 
Babu Saroda Sundar Pal ow ea he NOs igen” apps? ae 289 184 On privilege leave for 2 months and 15 days, from 
April to 2nd July 1898. 
ut Ri oe fe ace we Pe oss; ga at gk es oy duty. a tor 50 days duriog 
5 . aos eet ea a pete) ete Ge 10 as Executive Engineer 
° ‘ absence of Mr. G. C. Maconeby. 
1 Te Zora ase ee | DOs oe nee ome 7 
Rots see Rup Mitter Babid eee dae cat. ats Bi 
Mr. E.Blaber .. 0 ne pl Be 226 |.On leave for three months, from 16th, No 
ma ese Mabe vo 16th Tet. On ining eee 
ee ee me 55 tod as Executive of the astern 0 
‘ * 106 days), and (2) of the © oe ion for’ 
vision 95 days). ‘Was in the Buxar Jivision 
On_privi yey» for 1 month and 14 days 
February 1 j and on joining leave for 4 day® 
Babu Triloke Nath 4. ow «0 =| Ditto wes 185 83 
Mot Toleep nea) ete a ea ) io a ae . 
. G. T, Bun’ . o itto ‘ os ‘or remarks, please below, "charge 
a4 Wi 7 Die de, ieee 6 | Appointed from 20th March 1899 and held 
A. A. F, Cowl 30 26 “3% 
a e yw) ” ” -_ -” - oo a 
+ BC, series) yc gee nett as He 175. | Hola charge of Ne. 4 subdivision for $36 days om 
yy AS ASP, Davin on, ee tee Do. ee ove 34 11 | Was at Meier beh fy Division. On 
G.T. Hontipgford  .. | Balasore ow 205 113. | In charge of No. 4( ) subdivision. 





f ane of No. #(Cirjm Oth Oetober 1898 40 
1899, both days inclusive. Transferred 5 
An Division with effect from 28rd JOT rachel 
9 ‘Transferred from Central Provinces, Pipl 


Bishan Swarw vee ase” aes | Mahonadi ace oie 
” P ransforrefor 20 days and in, CAFES Of fii 

































1 ae iar a ahs 
Meg ; 

WEAR DP RY Pere 

WY ARE TA A 


REMARKS. 






























Assistant Bngineers—ooncld. 
8, Bremner vs. eevee Brabmini-Byturni 305 288 | In charge of Kendupatna subdivision. 
Mr. Wredba Sudan Sen Gupta —<..| Ditto 219 | 108 | In charge of Kendrapara sub livison. 
Mir, Bishan Swarap patel ine T) one Ditto 65 1 | Employed in the stock of the Jobra Wi 
. | from” 30th November 1898 to 2nd February 1899, On 
2 privilege leave for three months, from 3rd February 1899, 
abu Madbu Sudan Sen Gupta «+» | Aoquapada-Jajpur 89 oe duty in connection with the survey of the 
. Dudhai Channel, from 0th August to 6th November 1808, 
On Gatieay, leave for 1 month and 27 days, from 7th 
Sub- Engineers. November 1898. nm 
pai Satoowrl Chatterjee Sahib £astern Sono ... 365 57 | Honorary. Assistant Engineer. Principal works lie at’ 
y head-quarters, 
ar. LJ aa aon = ace RE oe oaths Se = va Principal grote lie at bend guasters, na 
7 Ow - . o- oo Ditto Yd 
yO. Beran fereer cs me| Arte... 305 | 287 jaye for 42 Cog 
seas Nath Bose 1 6 ese ee re bid S moc aii mie my 
. G. Caw oes “ oe ee, me porary ineor. 
< Kanti Chander Banerjee + | Buxar ae 359 248 —_ ek Apri is and held charge of No. 4 (Monobar- 
r) subdivision. 
», Gopal Chunder Ghose .. . ve 365 ) toiaces of No. 5 (Panskurah) subdivision, 
ha 1 Das Chatterjoa Sahib — ... | Nadia Rivers .., 365 i Held charge of No. 2 subdivision. 
Babu Rakhal Das Roy .. + + Ditto 277 Honorary Assistant Bagineer, Ino of No. 5 sub- 
division, Was on privilege leave from 18th July to 13th 
October 1898. 
De, J. Os Come ones aa Sie ic DIREBO oe 37 18 
Rai Bama CO! Pramanijc Babadur Ditto 216 on Honorary Assistant Engineer, In cha of toll-office at 
Jangipur. Retired on 3rd November 1898, 
a Durga Charan Chuckerbutty Sahib per ra 365 299 | In charge of the Edilpore subdivision, 
Gopal Ch. Daw Sahib as af. Ditto = oa 95 58 | Hon Assistant Engineer. Held charge of 
4 Soijboriah subdivision for 91 days. ° re 
Mr, J. W. Fox Per ‘ a cee oh and Eastern 865 180 Teneesry Assistant Engineer. In charge of No, 2 sub- 
vision. 
Babu Dakshina Ranjan Mukerjee Ditto ean 298 195 | In charge of No. 3 (Bhangore) subdivision, 
Mr. G, Hynes... os i on Ditto | 365 156 | Supervisor of dredging plants, &c. 
Hai Prasanna Coomar Pal Sabib . | Acquapada-Jajpur 365 210 | In charge of the Janapur subdivision, 
Supervisors. 
Mr. A. EL hens a eels ine 365 82 
Babu Rajendra Lal Siroar a. 365 820 

» Mahendra Nath Sircar ... 9 ie On furlough for 1 year, from 10th April 1898. 

» Roma Nath Sircar wes $65 _ "18 | In charge of No. 6 Gadghat) subdivision. 

Mr. A. E. Hefferman — ... 339 234 | Held charge of No. 4 (Contai) subdivision for 160 days only. 
Babu Suresh Chunder Ganguli 865 145 | In charge of No. 2 subdivision and workshop station Duildye ping 
»" Mohini Mohan Lahiri... 365 145 | In change of No. ou qubdivision for 122 days and Chandl- 

. ivision for 213 days. 

», Rajendra Nath Mukerjee 7 66 |On three months’ privilege leave, from 18th June to 17th 
September 1898 ; and on joining and subsidiary leave for 2 
weeka.’ Was in the Circular and Eastern Canals Division 
as Overseer, 1st grade, for 34 days, and transferred to the 

i Nadia Rivers Division, from 8rd November 1898, 4 

»» Aksboya Krishna Bose ... 365 126 | In charge of No. 3 subdivision, ‘ 

Ss ra Nath Mukerjee 149 i In charge of the Jangipur toll-office, from 3rd November 1898, 

Mr, A. E, Hefferman ... ow 25, 5 | Was im the Ralasore Division for 39 days ; and on joining, 
‘ leave for 1 day. 
» W. R. Cookse: Me 365 365 
Babu Bankim Krishna Ghose 365 107 | In charge of the Cuttack subdivision, 

» Sashi Bhusan Mazumdar 865 287 | In charge of the Jagatsingpore subdivision. 

» Upendra Nath Mukerjeo 865 802 

», Surendra Nath Barat » 365 826 

»» Hari Charan Mukherjee 106 67 0 December 1897 to 15th 

leave for one day. 
of the Ken subdivision for 99 days. 
Mr. ©. A. Marchant .. oo 854 56 In chasee of the Jobra Workshops subdivision, On leave 
1 
Babu Pran Krishna Son 295 192 | 1°charge of the Akhoyapada subdivision, 
» Krishnadhan Banerjee _ 365 256 | In charge of the Jajpur subdivision. * 
Baba Sogn Kamo 365 220 of No. 4 (Rasantpur) subdivision. 
» Phani Lal Mullick ... 4 x. In charge bp hatr, comeep en realy 819 mae 
In charge of No. wan) sul ion. On leave for 9 days, 
n nee 365 | . 112 | Sectional Officer. 
Nath Bhattachary 365 187 Ditto. 
4 207 aa { No. 3 subdivision for 248 da: 
of No. 8 
365 275 oes of No. 5 eat on subdivision, if 
365 118 | In charge of No. 6 (Katwa) subdivision, 
= a Not in charge of any subdivision. ae 
865 269 | In charge of No. 2 (Surjipore) subdivision, 
837 126 | Notin of any aubdivision. 
. 1 owe In charge of No. 4 (Assassunt) subdivision. 
339 5 _ Took charge 
365 120 
" 19 
304 | “279 Ditto ditto. 
274 144 | Held te ah No, 8 (Kendrapara) subd vision for 47 days. 
Was on leave, . 
b re en . 274 86 | Not in charge of any subdivision. 
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Statement showing Inspections of Offices by Buperintendi nd Executive Engi 
year 1898-99, ee ir eee ra 


Name or Orricer. 


Superintending Engineers, 
Mr. J. H. Toogood, Sone Circle _ .. 
» D.B. Horn, 
» K. H. Stephen, 


» W.A, Inglis, 
. J ovine ciate ooo 

» A. 8 Thomson, 

Executive Engineers, 
Mr. ©. H. DeMello, 
» 4. Zorab, 
» G. C, Maconchy, 
» ©, W. Sibold, } 


} aman Division 


» ©. A, White, Balasore Division .., 
» 0.8, Smith, Nadia Rivers Division 
» K. H. Stephon, 

Rai Sahib Gopal Chandra 
Daw. ; 


Circular 


Sow non, fee a 


n» J, Zorab, 


» M. H, Arnott; Mahanadi Division 
» R.E. Carter, 
” 4. Barlow, 


"Mr. P. G. Jacobs, 


) 


oo 


} outs Wantar Circle 


Aeaghieti a 
penkrnent 
vision, 


| 


} Brahmini-Bytaent Division 


‘w J. ©, Hewitt, AoquapadaeJajpur Division | 


“ 


” 


18 











| Col A.D. McArthur, 2.x, ...| Fromist April 1898 to 8th March 1899. 






Seoretary, (On privilege leave from 9th March 
. Mx. D.B. 1 Oftg. from oth} riley March 1899, 
. D. torn ,., ese . m . 
Ui » Irrigation) ,, T. H. Clowes* ae Brom Ist April to 20th October 1898. 
ditto... » A. H.C, MacOarthy ...| ,, afternoon of 20th October 1898 to 
: 81st March 1899, 


{the current duties of Chiet Engineer and Secretary during the absenco on privilego leave of 


SUPERINTENDING ENGINEERS IN OHARGE OF OIROLES. 








+» | Brom 1st April 1898 t0° 4th December 
1898, and from 9th March to 
81st March 1899) 


ate 
South-Western Circle ++ | My, K. H. Stephen 


Ditto oA at hae Horn dey » wg me roe 1898 to 8th March 
Sone Circle es |» JH. Toogood ss Ist April 1898 to 81st March'1899 
Oriats Oircle ye WA Inglis Oak REE rege = ae el 


August 1898'to' 31st March 1899, 
» A. 8. Thomson Nes » 17th to 16th August 1898, 
'y 


EXECUTIVE ENGINEERS IN CHARGE OF DIVISIONS. 
Sovrn-Wesrern Creore. 
Sa 

Rivers Divi «| Mr, O 8S, Smith vn 1st April 1898 to 2nd May 6th 18 
aus seas J 3 3 sing ‘na Bad June 1898 to let Maree 





Ditto jc: | Babu Rakhaldas Roy |, 8rd May 1898 to 21st Juno 1898. 
N Drainage and Em. | Rai Sahib Gopal Oh. Daw .../ 7 jst April 1898 to 4th December 1898, 
Division. a from 11th March to 31st March 
Ditto | Mr, K. H. Stephen fon bth, {ocember 1898 to 10th March 
Circular and Eastern Canals| ,, P. G. Jacobs vs] 9 Ist April 1898 to 26th J and 
Divo a . ch 1st "November 1898 to 31st March 
Ditto «| 4, JW. Fox ts! 27th and 28th July 1898. 
Ditto. me] og de Zorab x. | 3, 20th July 1898 ry 
Cossye Division | » J. 8, Lane Long s+ | 9 12th April 1898 to 81st March 1899, 
Ditto «| 9» H. Barlow «| 9 Ast to 11th April 1898. 
Balasore Division ‘| 4 GC. A. White «| » Ist April 1898 to 81st March 1899, 
Onrssa Ornorx. 












From Ist April 1898 
be ne 0 | Teen ee ee 
.E, eC aie i 

kd Ss se, 1899 to 3lst March 





Arrah Divisi ... | Mr. O. H. DeMello ... | From Ist Apri il 1698 to 26th A ril 1 
jpericice Pin from 26th July 1 to Bist 
Ditto ry ee - apn a ay hee th ih Ap 1068 bs 38th July 1008 
Divisi oe | oy GO. Macon: ove br ember 1898, 
-sopedetaianeg siete . 2nd Deoember 1898 to. 74h 
Ditto wu | ©, W. Bibold_ on gia souk Novantber 1898 to 2ist Decem- 
; : ber 3 1898, and 8th to 3ist March 
Eastern Sone Division As G. L. Searight aon se A April 1898 to 6th April 1898, and 
2 fs bag Tis ga, aah mth oy hig: ba 
Ditto  # .] T Butler sel rth Ay ‘April 1898 to 8rd July 1898, 
Gandak Division oe | oo» H. H. Green s»| oo 1st April 1898 te 81st March 1899. 


















bei A Collector, pares Babu Madhab Lal il 1898 to 8th tae 1898, 


on, Orissa Canals bss Movember 1898 to 81st 
March 1899. 
Ditto ditto ws | Roy Debi Lall Per aa “sr b aehelis 1898 to 20th November 
Deputy. Collector, Revenue| ,, — Sadan Bhatta-| ,, 1st April 1898 to 81st March 1899, 
mo Midnapore Canals, ' 








Maulvi ook Nasiraddin .. 
Mr: W.R. Cooksey |... 


Collector, I Revenue 
ne Sone Canals. 
Supervisor, Calcutta Canals ... 


» . [st April 1898 to 31st March 1899. 
» 1st April 1898 to $lst March 1899, 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL GENERAL ADMINISTRATION RFPORT 
OF THE PRESIDENOY DIVISION FOR THE YEAR 1898.99. ; 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT—(MISCELLANEOUS). 
Darjeeling, the 14th November 1899. 


RESOLUTION—No. 666T.—G, 
Reap— 
The oe at General Administration Report of the Presidency Division for the year 
98-99, 

Mr. ©. E. Buckland, c.1.2., was in charge of the Presidency Division 
throughout the year. , 

2. Tours and inspections.—The Commissioner was on tour for 103 days 
mostly in the rains, and inspected almost every office and institution of impor- 
tance in his Division. The Collectors spent an adequate number of days on 
tour, and none of the Subdivisional Officers devoted less than 90 days to that 
work. The Collectorate and subdivisional head-quarter offices are reported to 
have been thoroughly inspected in all cases, except in the 21-Parganas and 
Murshidabad, in which districts it does not appear that the Subdivisional 
Officers made formal inspections. 

3. Weather and crops: Material condition of the- people: Prices aad wages : 
Public health.—The rainfall was full and well distributed. Consequently the 
crops were better than in the previous year. From Khulna a bumper crop of 
aman was reported, a normal one in the 24-Parganas and Jessore, and a fair 
one in the other two districts; and the divisional average of the other crops 
was better than those ofthe two preceding years, Consequently the prices of 
rice and other grains decreased; and as wages remained unaltered, the classes 
paid by wages were better off than before. The respectable middle classes, 
or bhadra lok, are serene to have shared but slightly in the general pros- 
perity, as they spend more on living and are more extravagant on marriage 
ceremonies. The information is hardly consistent with other allegations that 
have been made as to the deterioration in the fortunes of this branch of the 
community. The Lieutenant-Governor cannot question the correctness of the 
Commissioner’s observations, and so far as the Presidency Division is-concerned, 
he does not doubt that peeple so enlightened will, if and when necessary, 
combine to retrieve their affairs by greater economy in their marriages. 
But, as he has before remarked, the real cure for the stagnation into 
which the class is falling, elsewhere at least, lies in the pursuit of 
other than clerical occupations, The pgricultural class generally has fared well, 
and the utbandi asamis of Nadia are reported to have attained to as much 
prosperity as is possible for them. The large number of coolies employed in the 
various mills of the Division readily found employment; and as their numbers 
were to some extent kept down by the plague scare of the ene. they were in a 
position to select their employers with a degree of freedom which was more 
Pires: promote their personal convenience than to enhance the discipline of 

e mills, 
The year was notable for the almost complete absence of epidemic disease ; 
and though the registration of vital statistics is with reason believed ‘to be 
incomplete, yet the view of the Commissioner appears to be correct that the 
lower registered death-rate represents a real decréase in the mortality in 
ison with previous years. 

4. Manufactures: Trade and Commerce,—Tho jute industry appears to have 
beon fairly profitable in the last year; but the cotton mills endured a period of 
stagnation which has not yet expired. The two poper mills of Titaghar and 
Kankinara still further Riasiet their product, The value of the silk produce 
decreased from 314 lakhs to 28 lakhs ; but there is good ground for hoping that 
the measures now being taken to improve the rearing of silk-worms will check 
this decline. The pet on the produce of sugar shows how seriously the 
mereasing import of refined sugar had affected the factories of Jessore. 
Indigo will soon cease to be one of the important products of the Division. 


* 


The total mumber of factories in neported to. have 
ret, with 80.983, 


otal. number of 
employés were. 80,879 as compared 





















rabh — : ; = * 
083, ‘Thas:te: absolute dectone 


was small; but the requirements of the a were greater; hence there was a 
real deficiency of labour due to a dread o: plague. 


The Lieutenant-Governor observes with regret thatthe manager of the 
mill at Cossipore refused to furnish to the Commissioner the usual 


information about his factory. \ Several. instances of this attitude on the of 


manufacturers have recon aes 
Governor, who cannot but think 
standing readily capable of removal 


the utmost importance to the ‘comm: 


commercial legislation of the Im 


brought to the notice of the Li nant- 


‘that must be due to some misunder- 


if only set forth. These statistics are of 
ani generally, forming the basis of the 
peria 


overnment, and the Lieutenant- 


Governor considers that, in the. absence of. very powerful special reasons to the 

contrary, which could be communicated coi dentially to the loca] authority, 
* the information might.always be given, . x 

5. Civil Justice —The number of civil, suits instituted rose from 113,685, to, 

116,171, of which 53,071 and 55,773, mae Boge rent suits. The increase 

+ OL Cases ; 


was therefore almost entirely confined to that.c 


sioner's explanation that it was due to the recovery of the, loans advanced. in 
the scarcity appbars to be scarcely correct. 

The number of cases dis of rose from 116,256 to 119,987. The: pro- 
portion of contested cases fel slightly to 17-3 per cent.. ; 

6. Crime: Criminal Justice :. Police.—The number. of cognizable.cases fell 
from 22,734 to 20,833 ; but, as the Commissioner points out, the figures are still 


greatly in excess. of those for 18 


95 and, 1896, and the explanations of. the 


District Magistrates should have been directed to the persistence of the increase 
over those years rather thin the partial decrease. Of these 665 wero declared 
to be false ; prosecutions were instituted in 78 cases, ‘and. conviction, followed 
in 81. These results may, on the whole be considered fairly good, looking to. 
the well-known difficulty of. bringing home a charge under. section 211, Indian 
Penal Code. Compensation was awarded under section, 250, Criminal Proce- 


dure Code, in 144 cases as co 


mpared with 142 in the previous year, The 


proportion of cases in which. inquiry into a complaint, was. refused by the 


police again fell considerably. 
The number of persons sent yp. 


for, trial was 15,250, of whom 10,3638 were 


conyicted. There were, 43 murders, in 13 of which convictions were obtained; 
and the number of dacoities similarly fell from 49 to 36, out of which 22 were 
in the, 24-Par - In 14 cases convictions were obtained, 10 being in the 


24-Parganas. The cases of rioting decreased from 542 to 


502, in 17 of which 


there was loss of life. The number of bad. livelihood cases increased from 
548 to, 662, but it does not appear how, many of these were tried locally. This, 


should be stated-in future reports. 
The number of non-cognizable, 


and partly 


were 


offences rose, from 18,596. to 19,978, an, 


increase due partly, so it 1 said, to the increased prosperity. of the people, 
to the font that in the district of ‘Khulna Geta — 


ordisobeying summonso, As it appoars that of 25,910 persons, 


of persons, 


summoned only 16,809, appeared before the Magistrate, it would.seem that much 
remains to be done to impress on people the necessity of complying with such 


8. 
There were 203 cases tried by 
which convictions resulted. There 


the Courts of. Sessions, in 64)por cent. of 
Ww sbi aeirscdi at mad 
empowered to sit alone, are: 


= d to have attended ree het he ee fortunately. d. with, 
reported to have attended regu ; but such unfort, cannot be said. wit 
regard to the others, The signbyuniileGagetnar is glad to, obs e, from the 


detailed statement. appended that 
attention to accuties, The Hon 


tho Commissioner has already given, much 


strates. ed'8;508 cases and. 


the Stipendiary Magistrates 22,515. Tho etention of witnesses more. than, tio 
days increased, and is reported to be a crmmerae in the Courts, of the Honorary 


Magistrates, Fines as punishments appear to, 
reference to the, means, of. the conyicts, 


been. imposed. with. due 


say 12, the Police the process, of replacing Head-Constables. by Sub-Insy : 
was continued, No. very decide opinions an ahead: yo the Dist 








Magistrates on their conduct, but it is noted that the number of those dismissed 

appreciably increased, while the number of those punished departmentally rose 

‘from 246 to 669. Judicial punishments fell from 50 to 45, Resignations, it 

is observed, rose from 86 to 115, Less than 20 per cent. of the nominal stolen 
' property was recovered by the police. 

In chaukidari matters progress was made, in substituting paid men for 
those remunerated by service tenures, in the organisation of the daffaduri 
system, and in the introduction of higher castes. It is observed that the 
amount of rewards paid to chaukidars was double that of previous years. 
It is stated that in the 24-Parganas an attempt is now being made to secure 
regular attendance at parades by rewarding punctual men rather than by con- 
stantly fining the unpunctual. ‘This is a plan which will require to be worked 
very carefully if it is to succeed. There is a certain minimum of duties which 
a idar wust do, and in that minimum the first duty is the weekly attend- 
ance at the parade. His merits should be weighed in a liberal seale, but the 
distinction between merit and duty should be retained. 

7. Land Revenue and Cesses.—The total demand of land revenue was 
Rs. 53,41,233 and the total collections Rs. 51,93,060, or 97:2 per cent. The 
collections were slightly better than last year, and the outstanding balance at 
the end of the year was less. The collections of the various:districts, exhibit- 
ed in percentages, are as follow :— 


» 








PERMANENTLY-SETTLED | TEMPORARILY-SETTLED 
ESTATES. ESTATES. 


DirecrLy MANAGED 
ESTATES, 











Current. | Arrear. Current. 


Arrear. 


Current, 


























Caloutta 


Division 








The divisional percentage of collections of the current.demand was above 
the standard, and the only districts in which it was short were Jessore and the 
24-Parganas, in the latter of which however it only just failed to reach the 
standard, In the first district, however, the arrear PB pitt mate were complete, 
Jt would appear that a large proportion of the arrears in Jessore are due from 
the deeply embarrassed Sridharpur estate, under the Court of Wards. The 
collections in temporarily-settled estates were poor, as regards current demands 
in Khulna, and as regards arrears in Jessore, Murshidabad, and the 24-Parganasg, 
Explanation should have been given in all the above.cases if any were forth- 
coming. In estates held: direct by’ Government in: the 3 Seah the 
collections both current and arrear were bad, and in Murshidabad they were 
not good. The arrear collections in Jessore were poor, It is understood that a 
change has been made in the method of collection in the Government khas 
mahals of Mursidabad and the 24-Parganas, and it is desired that the Commis- 
sioner will carefully watch the working of the new arrangements. Divisional 
averages of 86 and 74 per cent. for current and arrear collections in the khas 
mahals are not satisfactory in a year of admitted prosperity. Thesums allotted 
for the improvement of Government estates in sanitation roads and education 
were spent savein Murshidabad, the principal work undertaken being the con- 
struction of the Orphanganj Market in the 24-Parganas. The raiyats of the khas 
mahale, with few exceptions, enjoyed a high degree of prosperity. In the 
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permanently-settled mahals relations between landlord and tenant were for 
the most part satisfactory. In the Sundarbans, however, it is reported that the 
lessees of waste lands, who pay 4 annas a bigha to Government, have so 
delegated their proprietary rights to a chain of under-tenants, that the actual 
cultivators, who are also the actual clearers, have to pay as much as Rs, 8 a 
bigha; and consequently the Board of Revenue has decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commissioner, to have asurvey and settlement, with.a record- 
of-rights, in those lots in which the evil has led to crime. 

Of Rs. 8,986 received from raiyats as landlords’ fees, only Rs. 410 were 
accepted by the landlords, probably owing to their reluctance to acknowledge 
the custom of unrestricted transfer. 

The current demand for the road and public works cesses is over 9 lakhs, 
the collections 9} lakhs, and the arrears Rs. 133,000, or 14-7 per cent. The 
collections were good in Nadia, and poor in the 24-Parganas and Jessore, 
The poor arrear collections in Murshidabad should also receive the attention of 
the Collector. The appendix on the working of the Certificate Act has not 
been analysed by the Commissioner, though it is a branch of collectorate work 
to which great importance is attached. The number of cases for disposal in 
the year increased, in the 24-Parganas to 8,855, in Nadia to 2,559, in Jessore 
to 3,610, and in Khulna to 2,470 whilst they fell to 4,578 in Murshidabad 
In the 24-Parganas there were 3,160 pending at the close of the year, It is 
to be feared that the defaulters of the 24-Parganas are less unsophisticated 
than those of the other districts, as they waited much longer before paying. 
The best results were obtained in Murshidabad and Khulna, where the Act’ 
appears to have been vigorously enforced. : 

8. Wards and Trust Estates.—The release of the Bhawanipur estate in a 
good financial condition in February 1899 reduced the number of estates under 
the Court of Wards to two, The Syedpur estate, which supports the Mohsin 
Endowment Fund, is also managed by Government. The current demand of 
the whole of the estates was Ks. 5,83,609 and total collections Rs. 5,99,82z, 
while remissions amounted to Rs. 3,15,050, of which nearly five-sixths related 
to the Sridharpur estate. The balance at the close of the year stood at 9 lakhs 
as compared with the previous year’s balance of Rs. 12,34,000. The surplus 
on the year’s working was Rs, 58,595, and debts to the amount of Rs. 66,027 
were paid off. 

‘he Sridharpur estate appears to be in a bad condition; the collections 
decreased, and in consequence the Government revenue could not be paid. 
It appears, however, that since the close of the year radical measures have been 
taken to improve matters. Collections wvere much better in the Syedpur 
estate, and all the customary demands » easily met. Progress was also 
made in clearing off the debts of the Satkhy oestate. 

9. Lxcise, Stamps, and Income tar.—In the revenue obtained from excise the 
ground lost in the previous year was, owing chiefly to the good harvests, more 
than regained, and the total revenue was over 89 lakhs. The only important 
decrease was undorthe head of rum and imported spirits, a great falling off 
having occurred in Calcutta, for which uo confident explanation has been 
offered. It is desired that this trade may be carefully watched. The greatly 
increased consumption of country spirits is attributed to the return of prosperity. 
There was a large increase in the consumption of silt in the protected area, due 
partly to the vigilance of tho staff, but chietly to the trate? f of the people. A 

at decrease occurred in the sale of stamps, slight in Murshidabad, but amount- 
ing to Rs. 2,84,716 in Calcutta. The sale of non-judicial stamps decreused in 
all districts, which may be taken to mean that fewer mortgages were executed 
owing to the return of good crops. The falling off in Calcutta is attributed to 
the comparative dislucation of busines which attended the plague scare. The 
number of prosecutions for breaches of the stamp laws fell off, but the number 
of cases in which insufficiently stamped documents were seized greatly 
increased, and the Lieutenant-Governor is glad to see that greater care is being 
exercised by Judicial officers in the examivation of the documents filed before 
them. ‘Che amount of income tax collected was Rs. 24,73,760—an increase of 
2'4 per cent. on the previous year. The gross demand increased by 3 Pe 
cent., of which almost all occurred in Calcutta. One lakh was not collected, but 





in Murshidabad there were no arrears, and Nadia did well. Collections were 
worst in Calcutta, 

10, Communications and Public Works.—The District Boards maintained 
the existing roads, and also spent more money than in previous years on 
arboriculture. No new railways were made during the year; but the Ranaghat- 
Krishnagar light railway was completed, though it was opened after the close 
of the year. A retired embankment is being constracted ‘at Bhagwangola in 
Murshidabad, and will be completed this year. 

11. Hducation.—The total number of pupils on the rolls at the end of the 
year was 201,828 (or, according to the returns in the appendix, 201,209) 
as compered with 201,177 in the previous year. The percentage of boys of 
a school-going age who were at school was 31°6. Little alteration occurred 
in their distribution between English, vernacular and classical schools. The 
most notable increase was in the number of pupils attending high English 
schools. There wasa small decrease in the number of girl-pupils; and tho 
vernacular schools also lost ground. The Koran schools apparently decreased by: 
hulf, and lost the same proportion of scholars; while an alteration in the system 
of classification conceals the progross of the Sanskrit tols. The Muhammadan 
pupils achieved a greater measure of success in the public examinations, and 
their relative. numbers did not decrease. The tota expenditure aggregated 
over 11 lakhs, 

12. Dispensaries and Hospitals,—The total number of these institutions which 
were open during the year was 69, though returns have been submitted of 66 
only The total income was Rs. 1,16,863, and the total number of patients 
treated was 333,673. The correspondin figures for last year were Rs. 1,43,933 
and Rs. 3,48,792. There was thus a ful ing off in each respect, wiich the Com- 
missioner attributes in part to the plague scares. No notable advance appears to 
have been made during the year. The Lieutenant-Governor would commend 
to the notice of the Municipalities and District Boards the action of the 
Mymensingh and other District Boards in appointing trained female medical 
officers for each subdivision, which he considers to be an excellent policy. 

13. Local Se/f-Government.— Little that is new is to be said about the working 
of the various Boards. Judging from the attendance of members, it would seem 
that in several instances less interest was taken in the proceedings than in the 
previous year, The Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to see that the munici- 
palities have made vigorous efforts to collect. their taxes, and achieved much 
success, due to a great extent to the careful supervision of. the Commissioner, 
which will, he knows, not be relaxed. Mr. Buckluad has added lictle to the 
comprehensive general remarks on the Local Self-Government bodies contained 
in his report last year, and has sven no reason to modify the conclusions he 
then set forth. 

14. LEmploymentof Muhanmadans. —The number holding ministerial appoint- 
ments in the Division decreased by 4. There was an increase of 2 in the 
24-Parganas, and a decrease of 1, 2 and 3, respectively, in Jessore, Khulna, and 
Nadia. In the two last-named districts the number has been lowered to less 
than 10 per cent., and is unduly small, and the same is still more the case in the 
24-Parganas. The District Officers are requested to bear in mind the impor- 
tance of encouraging Muhammadans, so far as regard to the efficiency of their 
staff will permit. 

15, Conduct of Zamindars.—Though the great majority of the zamindars of 
the Presidency Division are non-resident, and though several, by the inadequats 
remuneration which they give to their servants, tacitly connive at the acts of 
Oppression of which the latter are frequently guilty, yet the Lieutenant-Governor 
is pleased to see the names of so many gentlemen in the list of those who, by 
their just treatment of the raiyats on their estates and their liberality in all public 
affairs, have augmented the esteem in which they were previously held. The 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad has long been conspicuous in the Province for 
those qualities; and the Maharaja of Kasimbazar is worthily following in the 
footsteps of his predecessor. The -Dhankuria zamindars of Basirhat, the 
Mandals of Baruipur, Rai Hari Charan Chaudhuri of Nakipur, the Raja of 
Naldanga and others are said to have watched well over the interests of their 
tenants; and the Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia is reported to be a liberal landlord. 


Leesa aM b a a 
heat Renae 





Those zamindars wl:o are reported to be directly, or earch ‘their : ont : 
oppressive and unjust, thereby forfeit, in the eyes of Government, that title 


consideration which € ey would otherwise enjoy. 
The thanks of the  ieatstaint Dovaekie are due to Mr. Buckland for the 


carefulness with which he has watched over the interests of the Division during 
the year, and for the complete report which he has presented, extracts eont 
whet a are published for general information. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bingil” 
F. A. SLACK, 
Offg. Secy..to the Govt. of Bengal. 





Extracts from the Annual General Administration Report of the Presidency 

Division for 1898-99, 

* * * * 

TIL—WEATHER AND CROPS, 

13, The average rainfall in the Division was greater than in either of the 
two preceding years, being 65:3 inches against 61-4 inches in 1897-98 and 46-3 
inches in 1896-97. The heaviest rainfall ow age inches) was at Mollahat in the 
Bagerhat subdivision of the district of Khu na, and the smallest (about 51 inches) 
at ake and Barrackpore in the 24 Parganas and Kushtia in Nadia. It was, 
on the whole, more fayourable to the crops grown than in the two preceding 
years. In the 24-Parganas the average rainfall was less than in the previous 
year, being 56:7 inches against 59:8. he rainfall was evenly distributed 
throughout the district with the exception of the Diamond Harbour subdivision, 
where it was deficient in April and May, and also in September and October ; 
otherwise the rainfall was sufficient during the ploughing and sowing seasons, 
The average rainfall recorded in Nadia was almost tho same as in the previous 
year, viz., about 59 inches. It was seasonable and sufficient, except in August, 
when heavy showers caused the rivers to inundate considerable areas, and 
thus damage to a certuin extent the bhadoi rice in thanas Gangni and Thatta 
and the jute crop in the Ranaghat subdivision. In Murshidabad the rainfall 
was much greater than io the precedin year, being 72°5 inches against 51°1, 
There was a large flood which damaged the aus crops in the Bagri, though it 
increased the subsequent outturn of the rabi crops by fertilizing the land. In 
Jessore, 651 inches of rain feli during the year against 62:s inches in 1817-98. 
The rainfall was largest in June, J uly, and August, and was nerally favourable 
to the crops.grown in the district. “I'he average rainfall in Khulna was a little 
less than in the previous year, being 73°3 inches against 75, It was, however, 
aay distributed, and was favourable to the cultivation of aus and aman 
paddy. 
Under the instructions conveyed in Government Orders No. 1'T.-R., datad 
the 10th June 1898, the outturns of the different crops are shown in percentages 
for the past thre» years, 100 being taken to represent a normal crop, and the 
outturn for each year being stuted as a percentage of that crop. The average 
outturn of aman, whichis the staple food in the Division, was 101 per cent., 
against 100 in 1897-8 and 43 in 1896-97. ‘The bhadot or aus crop yielded an 
average outturn of 93 per cent., or 7 per cent. more than in 1897-98 and 38 
more than in 1896 97. ‘lhe jute crop was 87 per cent., against 84 in 1897-98 
and 76 in 1896-97, and the rabi crops 90 per cent., against 84 in 1897-98 and 48 
iu 18 6-97, The other crops grown in the Division are of minor importance. 
Indigo is grown in Nadia, Murshidabad, and Jessore only. As compared with 
the previous yeur, the outturn o: aman increased in Nadia and Khulna by 2 
and 16 per cent., respectively, while in Murshidabad and Jessore it decreased 
by 3 an 12 per cent., respectively. In the 24-Parganas the outturn remained 
stationary. ‘Lhe outturn of aus was greater in all the districts except Murshida- 
bad, where it fell off slightly. 

IV.—PUBLIC HEALTH. 

14. ‘The following statement compares the recorded mortality in the 

districts of this Divisioa during the past three years :— 
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The general health of the Division was distinctly better than that of the 
two pieatoiieg years, The total number of deaths recorded was 201,092 or 25:8 
per mille of population, against 228,058 or 29°03 per mille in 1897 and 269,163 
or 34°2 mille in 1896. The number of deaths from fever was 161,672; 
from cholera 3,758, and from other causes 35,661, against 172,287; 21,483; 
and 34,288, respectively, in 1897. ‘The decreaze in mortality from fever and 
cholera is chiefly due to the absence of any of these diseases in a widely 
epidemic form. ; 

In the 24-Pargants the total number of deaths was 42,156, against 46/212 
of the preceding year, showing a decrease of 4,076. Fever accounted for 
33,404 deaths, against $4,957. As usual, the Diamond Harbour subdivision 
shows the lowest mortality from fever and Barasat the highest. The autumn 
and cold weather are the deadly seasons, December bemg the worst month of 
all. Efforts are being made to improve the drainage of Barasat, which bas an 
evil notoriety for fever ‘at ‘present. The decrease in mortality from cholera 
was very marked, being 1,426, against 3,974 in 1897, or 59°08 per cent. lower 
than the mortality of the previous year. The subdivisions of Barasat and 
Diamond Harbour’suffered most from this disease, which, however, nowhere 
assumed an epidemic form, ‘Small-pox accounted for 100 deaths against 151 
in 1897, and bowel-complaints 1.187 against 1,286. The mortality from other 
causes was 5,869, against 5,844 in the previous year. The number of cases 
vaccinated was 43,462, of which no less than 43,068 were successful. 

The ‘general health of the district of Nadia was exceptionally good, 
the total number of deaths being 36,304, against 42,919 in 1897, The mortality 
from fever fell from 31,525 to 28,059. “The urban areas suffered more than 
the rural, There was, however, a virulent outbreak of malarial fever in some 
villages in the Khoksa outpost in the Kuxhtia subdivision after the subsidence 
of the floods, the deathsrate in at least four of them being 100 per mille of 
the population. The months of March, April and November contributed 
most to the death-rate from fever. The decrease in mortality from cholera 
was remarkable, being 499, against 3,570 in 1897. The disease was present 
from the beginning of the year and reached its highest point in May. It 
then feil suddenly in June, and began to rise again m November. Small-pox 
was much more prevalent during the year, causing 277 deaths, against 87 
in 1897. Deaths dretn this disease occurred most in March. 

In Mershidabad the total number of deaths was 30,824, or 4,782 less 
than in the previous year. Fever caused 24,859 deaths, against 27,509 in 
1897, and ailies 185, against 2,222. Deuths from fever oceurred most in 
the months from September to December. The comparative freedom from 
cholera is said to be due to the fact that rain fell nearly every month. ‘The 
villages suffered more than the towns, where two cases of deaths only were 
recorded. ‘Che total number of deaths from smallpox was 118, against 167 
of the previous year. 

The total number of Jeaths recorded in Jessore was 57,617, against 
63,013 in 1897, of which fever contributed 50,463 deaths, against 51,253 in the 

receding year. The largest number of deaths from this cause oecurred from 
September to December. The subdivision of Magura suffered most and that 
of Bangaon least. Cholera accounted for 179 deaths, against 5,967 in 1897, and 
suall-pox 57, against 70. The total number of deaths from bowel-complaints 
was 51 only, against 113 in the previous year, The mortality from all causes 
‘registered in Khulna was 34,211, against 40,308 in 1897. Fever accounted for 
24,888 deaths, or 2,155 less than in the previous year. The mortality from 
cholera was remarkably low, being 669, against 5,750 in 1897, There was no 
epidemic of any description during the year, The number of deaths from other 
causes slightly increased, being 8,654, against 7,515 in the previous F ages 

15. Registration is worst in the municipal areas, where it is in the hands of 
the police. In these areas the reporting of births and deathe is aagelly incumbent 
on parents and friends under Act IV (B.C.) of 1873, and an endeavour is being 
made in the 24-Parganas to enforce the legal penalties, and thus induce an 
improvement. In ruralareas the present arrangement is that village chaukiders 
keep a register of deaths und births, which is supposed to be tested by the police 
and the Vaccination Department. All that can be done is to reward or punish 
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chavkidars in order to encourage or compel them to report. The police have 
little time for these duties, and the registers of the chaukidars practically remain 
unchecked. In Murshidabad Mr. Egerton has made it one of the duties of 
the dafadars recently appointed in the district to check all death and birth 
entries ia their respective unions, and this, it is believed, will have a very 
good result on the registration of vital statistics so far as the rural areas are 
concerned. 


V.—MATKERIAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 

16. The condition of the people during the past year showed an improve- 
ment over the year preceding. The crops were good, and the prices of food- 
grains ruled lower than they had done for some time. In the 24-Parganas there 
was ample employment for the labouring classes in the fields, on the roads under 
the District Board, and in the mills, ‘he general prosperity was not, however, 
shared by the middle or bhadrolog class, whose incomes are stationary, while 
their a to of living seems to be improving and their expenditure on marriages 
to be becoming more extravagant This is of course largely owing to their 
own folly. The people in Nadia bad ulready recovered from the effects of 
the famine before the close of the year 1897-98. During the year under 
review, their position has been furtner improved by excellent crops of all 
descriptions. Mr, Gait reports “the people are now as well off as they are ever 
likely to be so long as the ydbandi system prevails and their present improvident 
habits continue.” In Murshidebad owing to plenteous crops, low prices of 
food-grains, and the non-appearance of any disease of a virulent type, both the 
labouring and the agriculturist classes, which form the bulk of the population, 
passed the year in ease and comfort. ‘lowards the middle of the year the 
eople of parts of the district suffered from floods, and agricultural loans to a 
fimited scale had to be advanced, but the injury done to the crops was svon 
after compensated by the abundant produce of the radi crops on the lands 
inundated. The bulk of the population of Jessore are agriculturists, and 
their prosperity depends upon the outturn of the crops grown. The principal 
agricultural products of the district are aman, aus, jute, indigo, oilseeds, pulses, 
millets and tobacco, Sugar manufacture also plays an important part in the 
economic conditions of the district. 1t keeps sbout 50 per cent. of the popu- 
lation engaged from the middle of October to the imiddle of March. The 
Subdivisional Officer of Jhenida writes that the, creation by the zamindars 
of numerous gandis and other undertenures is gradually reducing the prospects 
of actual cultivators, driving them to expensive litigation with the tenure- 
holders, who try by every means to enhance the rents of raiyats’ holdings. 
There is some force in these remarks, but the raiyats of this district generally 
know their status according to the Tenancy Act, and contest, very often success- 
fully, all attempts to enhance their rents. . The Subdivisional Officer of Narail 
mentions in proof of the improved condition of the people the fact that the 
agricultaral fash granted by Government in the previous year were. fully 
recovered during the year. The import during the year of a Jarge quantity 
of European piece goods (valued at about 24 lakhs of rupees, against 1 lakh of 
1897-98) also affords an unmistakeable evidenge of the fact that the people had 
money to spend on luxuries. The people of Khulna are, on the whole, better 
off than those living in districts further west or north. Labour is dearez, and 
signs of luxury are to be seen here and there. The district has wonderful 
recuperative powers. The people are, however, lazy and short-sighted: they 
will not do any disagreeable work ;such as harvesting of paddy, etc.) them- 
selves, and annually there is a large incursion of labourers from outside at the 
time of sowing and reaping. The fishermen form a large class in this district, 
and are well off. Goldsmiths and silversmiths uppear to be prospering, but, 
on the other hand, weavers as well as indigenous manufacturers are fast 
disappearing. Date sugar is manufactured in thanas Magura and Kalaroa, but 
it is'steadily declining, owing to the importation of bounty-fed sugar. 

z VIL—EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION, : 

17. ‘The umber of emigrants registered in the district of the 24-Purganas 


during the year was 2,389, as compared ‘with 3,709 in the year preceding. Of 
these, 507 were for tne Colonies and 1,882 for the labour districts of Assam, 





Cachar and Sylhet, as compared with 806 and 2,903 respectively in the year 
1897-98. Of the total number of persons who emigrated during the yon 
only 4 belonged to this district and the rest. to other districts. Besides these, 
it 1s stated that 24,913 coolies, ar against 94,772 of the previous year, passed 
through the Barasal. subdivision of. this district on their way to Assam, 
Cachar and Sylhet, halting for a short time at the rest-houses at Naihati. 
This abuormal decrease is attributed to the better outturn of food-grains and 
the consequent reduction in the prices thereof, 

During the year there were five rest-houses, of which one was burnt down. 
The remaining liouses were provided with sleeping aceommod:tion and separate 
cook-sheds, with an adequate number of latrines, The coolies during their stay 
in these rest-honses use the water of the river Hooghly for drinking and of 
tanks and wells for culinary and other urposes. The mehtars of the Naihati 
Municipality remove the nightsoil as before. There was a cooly cholera 
hospital in charge of the Qivil Hospital Assistant throughout the year, who 
in addition to his other duties in connection with eniigration treated the cooly- 
patients. There were only ten cases of cholera. all of which recovered, and 
two cases of small-pox, both of which ended fatally. There was no outbreak of 
cholera, small pox, or fever in an epidemi¢ form in any of these houses. 

As usual up-country men and dhangars come to the subdivision of Burasat 
in large numbers for employment in mills, municipalities, or rural tracts. A 
considerable number of Cabulis also go there to sell warm clothing and hill 
fruits, aud many of these people huve settled down in the vicinity of the mills, 
where they enguge in money-lending. During the transplantation s2ason, 
coolies from Midnapore and Orissa come to Diamond Harbour for employment, 
returning home after the harvest. It is reported that a number of Bunus 
from Chota Nagpur and its neighbourhood have settled down in the abads of 
the Diamond Harbour subdivision, 

As regards tho other districts, there was no emigration or immigration 
properly so-called. As usual, during harvest tine, the labourers from Nadia 
und Jessore left their districts for the Sundarbans and other Eastern Bengal 
districts, including Khulna, for work, but they returned as soon us their work 
was over. In Jessore some j:rofessional arth diggers came from Kushtia and 
Chuadanga subdivisions of the Nadia district for work, but their number was 
not large, presumably because they had sufficient work, on account of good 
crops in their own neighbourhood. Besides these Cabulis and other upcountry 
hawkers came to these districts 1s usual, 


VII.—PRICES OF FOOD AND LABOUR. . 

18. Common rice is the staple foud of the majority in this Division. The 
price of this rice, in the 24-Parganas at the beginning of the year, was 10 to 
13 seers per rupee, und it fell bat, little until the new harvest was reaped. 
Towards the close of the year the price was from 12 to 16 seers, per rupee, 
against 15 to 132 seers pur rupee of the previous year. This is due to the 
full harvest reaped during the year under report. Although there had been a 
fall in the price of common rice, as weil us of other grains, in the district 
of Nadia, during the previous year, prices were still high at the beginning 
of the year under report, when the price of common rice was 12 seers 13 chitaks 
and gram 16 seers per rupee. In September, when a good bhadoi crop was 
harvested, the price .of common rice came down to over 13 seers It fell still 
lower when the aman crop was reaped in November ; and the prices of wheat 
and gram also went down with that of common rice. In Murshidabad the 
price of wheat, common rice, und gram fell considerably during the year under 
report, as compared with either of the two preceding years, This is due 
chiefly to the good harvests of the year 1897-98, and partly to the good 
crops of. the year 1898-99 which had been in the market for a few 
months nly ot the year under report. The average price of common rice 
in Jessore full to 184° seers per rupee, from 12 seers in 1897-98 and 92 scers 
in 1896-97. ‘The prices of other food.grains were also easier, In Khulna 
the price of common rice was very low after the gathering ot the new aman 
crop, being 17 seers per rupee, against 13 seers 8 chitaks in 1897-98 and 
10 seers 23 chituks in 1896-97. This fall in price resulted from the plentiful 
harvests of rice crops in 1897-98 and 1898-99. Salt was sold somewhat 
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cheaper in Khulna and Satkhira during the year than in the two preceding 
years.. At Bagerhat the price remained stationary. a he ara 
The wages of labour, both superior and common, in Nadia, Murshidabad, 
and Khulna remained almost the same,as those of the preceding year. In 
the 24-Parganas the wages of superior and common masons and o superior 
carpenters and blacksmiths fell, while in Jessore the wages of superior and 
common carpenters and of superior blacksmiths rose. It is difficult to explain 
these fluctuations in the wages of labourers in the different districts of. this 
Division. I think Mr. Hallifax is right when he says, that, these wages are 
governed more by custom than by the principle of demand and supply. 
VIIIL.—MANUFACTURES AND MINES. | 
_19. The principal articles. of manufacture in this Division are cotton 
twist and yarn, gunny-bags and cloth, paper, ice, shellac and lac-dye, indigo, 
silk, sugar and molasses. Of these, cotton twist and yarn, gunny-bags and 
cloth, paper, ice, shellac and lac-dye were manufactured, only in the istrict 
of the 24-Parganas, where there were 63 factories! at work uritig the year, 
In 42 factories work was carried on by shifts and sets, and in 20 by midday 
stoppages, while one worked at contract |rates, as reported. last year. Three 
factories, nanely, (1) Gillanders, Arbuthnot and Company’s bulk-oil depot 
at Budge-Budge, (2)the Chitpur Hydraulic Press, and (3) the Indian, Patent 
Stone Works at Sealdah, were. brought under the operation of the. India 
Factories Act, XV of 1881, as amended by Act XI of 1891, and the. revised 
rules made thereunder. Of these three mills, the, bulk-oil depot at Budge 
Budge was registered on the 23rd March 1898, and the last two, which were 
removed from the list some years ago, were re-entered in April and October 
1898 respectively, The total number of operatives employed in the 63 
working factories during the year under report was 80,879, against 80,983 in 
the previous year. The slight decrease is attributed to the lague scare, which 
considerably affected the working of the factories in the ear Y part of the year. 
There was no material change in the rates of wages paid to the operatives 
employed in factories during the year under report. | 
20,..The following table shows the value of the outturn as returned by 
the owners of the several mills and factories: — 
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Rs, Rs, RBs. 
Gunny-bags‘andcloth :..| 2,28,71,076 | 3,24,95.983 | 3,08,82,729 |* The figures lor theso are 
17,91,269 


Cotton twist and yarn ... q 80,32,942'|  62,96,079 |!" calendar years, 
Paper* ... vs]  22,26,116 |  24,26,119|  25,64,405, 
LO Meey e»'|  17,85,720 | ° 13,67,178 | 10,856,601 
Leather* .., a8 14,800 17,650 18,689 
Silk* a 65,341 1,91,806 | —1,66,175 








* * * * * * * 
25. Indigo is largely manufactured in the districts.of Nadia, Murshidabad 
' and Jessore. The table below. shows the state of . 
Astiens this industry during the year under report as com. 
pared with the two preceding years:— a 
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There has been a considerable decrease during the year under report not 
only in the number of factories, but also in the gross outturn and value. The 
industry has of late been declining, the cause of depression being its competi- 
tion with foreign chemical dye, which is steadily making progress. 

26. The silk industry is chiefly carried on in. the districts of the 
; 24-Parganas and Murshidabad, The following 
vias table compares the state of this industry during the 


last three years :— 
; Numbor of factories, | Produce, | Value. 
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As noticed in the previous year’s report, the manufacture of silk cloth at 
Mirzapur, “in the district of urshidabad, is gradually on the decline, The 
number of pieces of silk cloth manufactured during the year under report was 
5,032, valued at Rs, 44,916, against 6,052 pieces, valued at Rs. 45,396 of the 
preceding year, 

27. The table below compares the state of the sugar industry during the 
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As in the previous year, the Manager of the sugar mill at Cossipore has 
declined to furnish the necessary statistics. Sugar is still manufactured from 
sugarcane and date-juice by’ primitive native process in the sub-divisions 
of Basirhat and Barasat in the district of the 24-Parganas. In Nadia, 
sugarcane is largely cultivated in the Kushtia subdivision and in part of 
Chuadanga. In the Kushtia subdivision the Sugarcane-crushing mill factory 
worked throughout the year, but information regarding this is not ayailablo, 
It is, however, known that the machines are distributed to local agents, who let 
them out on hire at a rupee or so a day. The principal centres of the date 
sugar industry in this district are Santipur, Chakdaha, Kishanganj, Daulat- 
ganj, Alamdanga, and Moheshganj, but no statistics are available. The refined 
sugar manufactories in the district of Jessore did not work during the year 
under report, This industry has been steadily declining owing to the fall of 
market caused by the importation of foreign sugar. But it is hoped that the new 
countervailing duties imposed on bounty-fed sugar imported into the country 
will facilitate the production of home-made sugar. The brass foundry at 
Moheshganj in the district of Nadia manufactured iron screws and other 
requisites for the indigo factories. Brass and bell-metal utensils are manufac- 
tured in Nadia and Murshidabad. These articles are sold in the local markets, 
as well as sent to Culcutta, Rajshahi, and other places. Locks and keys in 
imitation of Chubb’s locks and of really good quality are made at Natagore 
in the Barasat subdivision of the 24-Parganas and at angipur in Murshidabad. 
Cotton cloth is manufactured in several laces in the Division, but the industry 
is gradually falling off in consequence of the weavers being unable to compete 
against European imports. e manufacture of blankets is carried on in 
several places in the district of Murshidabad. Those manufactured at Auranga- 
bad, a village in the Jangipur subdivision, are of superior quality, each piece 
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being worth Rs. 7 to 8 The clay figures of Ghurni, a part of the Krishnagar 


town in the district of Nadia, are very much appreciated both here and abroad ; 


ey possess no litile artistic merit, and are generally considered to be superior 
to those produced elsewhere in India, Earthen pots of Kaliganj thana, in the 
Satkhira subdivision of the district of Khulna, are noted for their black glaze, 


other and minor manufactures of this Division are tobacco, mats, cutlery, boats, 
cart-wheels, ivory works, shell bracelets, pottery, ploughs and other ordinary 
wood-work, There are no mines in any of the districts of this Division. 


_ IX.—TRADE AND COMMEROR. 


28. In compiling the statistics of trade in this Division the instructions 
contained in the Government circulars No. 785, dated the 12th November 1898, 
and No, 1, dated the 12th January 1899, have been strictly followed. In this 
Division the traffic is carried on by rail, the Nadia rivers; and the Calcutta 
canals. The statistics of traffic carried by different means in each district have 
been shown in separate statements, Four other statements also are submitted 


dices to this report, An amalgamated statement showing the traffic in. this 
Division, excluding local traffic, is given below :— 





Imports, Exports, 
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236,220 |” 2,793,268 |'2,2,21,848 | 2,00,00,076 | bo,taams 405,370 | 12,98,407 






Total . ... | 2,17,12,856 


29. ‘There was an increase in the import of linseed, cotton (raw), sugar 
(refined and unrefined), tobacco ,manufactured ', indigo, cotton piece-goods, 
uropean (in bales), Indian cotton piece-goods (in boxes), European cotton 
twist and yarn, and coal and coke, while there was a decrease in the import 
of all other articles, As regards exports, there was a decrease in jute (raw), 
mustard seed, tea, Indian, cotton (raw), sugar (refined and unrefined), tobacco 
(manufactured), indigo, European cotton plece-goods (in bales and boxes), salt, 
and kerosine oil, while there was an inerease in all the other articles, The 
decrease in the import traffic of rice, paddy, wheat, gram and pulse, and 
other food-graing, with a Corresponding increase in export, may be attributed 
to the plentiful harvests of the ear under report. In the two preceding 
years scarcity prevailed more or less throughout the Division, and it-became 
necessary to import articles of food to meet the wants of the prone: The 
decrease in the jute traffic may be explained as being due to the fact that 
after the famine, which preceded the year under review, the people sowed 
with food crops a larger area of land and set apart a comparatively smaller 
area to the ealtivation and growth of jute. The outturn was therefore less, 
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and consequently there was deérease in the trade. In éugar, b refin 
and unrefined, there was an increase in the import and a decrease in thé Qt 
during the year, owing probably to the gradual displacemient of the country- 
made sugar by foreign bounty-fed sugar. The decrease in the export of 
indigo year after year shows that the production of this valuable Sa 
in some of the districts of this Division is steadily declining. The incr as 
in the import of Eur cotton piece-zoods may be ascribed to the better 
condition of the people during the year: The decrease it the import of ee 
may be partly due to the establishment of a salt warehouse in the district o 
Backergunge, which formerly received its supply from Khulna, but now receives 
it direct. he large increase in the éoal and coke traffic was due to the greater 
demand for these arti¢les for steame?, railway, brick manufacturing and 
cooking purposes. The fluctuations in the export and import’ of other articles 
do not call for any spécial:remarks. 4 
30. The Collector of the pete ey reports that, besides the 24 sta les 
enumerated in the statements prescribed by Government, there are other 
articles, some of them important, in which’ traffic is' carried on between’ his 
district and Calcutta along the’ undermentioned: eleven main routes of the’ 
district, viz., (1) Kamardanga, (2) Behala, (3) Kowrapookur khal, (4) Kowra- 
ookur road, (3 Garia, (6), Bon Hooghly, Moti jhil, (8) Jingerpole, (9)' Matia- 
rooz ghat, (10) Matiabrooz roady and (11): Nemak Manal ghat. Of these the 
principal articles are (1) lime and limestone, (2) fresh fruits, other than 
cocoanuts and betelnuts, (3).iron, (4) firewood, (5) bricks and tiles, (6) hides, and 
(7) spirits. The following table shows the imports and exports of these articles ag 
registered along the abovementioned routes during the past two years :— 
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Import rrom Caucurra, Export to Catcurra. 














Anrricizs. a a eee Se See ee 
1897, 1898, | 1897, | 1898, 
ll et 
1 | B | 3 | 4 | 5 
Mds. Mads. | Mas. Mas. 
1. Lime and limestone Ras 1,55,246 1,85,750 | 50,147 16,426 
2. Fresh fruits other than’ cocoa- | 
nuts and betelnuts +e 1,77,175 2,04,138 6,85,511 7,72,860 
8. Iron a pt 36,934 43,494 21,855 4,617 
4. Firewood wns aoe 84,343 95,883 4,41,541 8,58,824 
No. 0. No. 0. 
5. Bricks and tiles «. | 1,781,407 869,718 | 11,243,425 | 18,201,975 
6. Hides fa rine 1,972 1,847 90,254 148,544 
; . Rs. Res. & 
7. Spirits 4 ee 28,596 89,629 56,871 46,627 





The Collector of Murshidabad states that the river traffic of his district 
was confined, as a rule, to a few months of the year se the rainy season. 
The figures given by him and incorporated in. the divisio amalgamated state- 
ment, do not include the large import of riee, peey and the radi crops, such ' 
_ wheat, gram, linseed ‘and mustard seed, which are annually carried on 

carts. 

z The Collector of Jessore has again invited atténtion to the necessity of- 
opening out Muchikhali channel, which connects the Madhumati with the Nava- 
ganga, This channel remains silted up during the dry season greatly to the 
inj a of the local trade. 

he Collector of Khulna, reports that a good deal of import and.export 
traffic of the district is carried on . country, boats, but no statistics are tr 
. able for want of registering stations. Fish, betelnuts and molasses are largely 
exported from this district in addition to the articles shown in the statements. ' 
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i | a | 3 | a | 5 

















Mas. Mads. 
1 we | 81,14,054 36,92,796 
2 woe |. 78,268 7,63,536 
3 tt 23,068 1,87,004 
4 ws | 18,04,727 "| -16,68,435 
5 a 146 63,327 
6 *.. | — 38,60,985 19,02,727 
No. No. 
7 6,649,989 10,092,134 * 
i Mds. Mads. 
8 811,998 6,58,923 
9 ip 81,106 73,181 
10 Tea, Indian oo ie 85 1 
11 | Cotton, raw ibe 08 29,688 20,784 
12 Silk, raw er ee 7,363. 14,653 
13 | Sugar, refined one 75,681 61,020 
14 Do, unrefined ots 5,381,528 5,038,995 
15 ‘Tobacco, manufactured at 84,149 93,748 
16 Do., unmanufactured  ... 71,118 7,821 
17 Coal and coke ane 1,10,110 1,02,007 
18 | Indigo lth hs hs 1,258 4,318 








81. The imports of various articles in the Presidency Division from Calcutta 
is shown in the following table for the two years 1897-98 and 1898-99:— | 
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ARTICLEs. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 


Rs Rs. 
1 ___| Cotton picce-goods, European ...| 84,49,297 91,382,052 
2 Ditto, Tndian f 58,157 | 55,877 
f Mads. Mas. 
3 Cotton twist, European ae 30,628 87,233 
4 Ditto, Indian ae 81,598 13,258 
taal? | ee oe +» | 8,00,800 8,438,266 
6 Kerosine oil ais see | -11,02,278 11,23,233 
No. No. 
7 | Gunny-bags sie .. | 1,094,112 | 1,783,107 | 
J 





As Caloutta is the centre of trade, the explanation of fluctuations of the 
divisional trade, given in paragraph 29 of the report, applies to the Calcutta 
trade also. 

* * * * * =) * 
XITI.—CRIME, 


39. The number of cognizable offences reported in this Division during 

the year was 20,833, against 22,734 in 1897, showing a decrease of 1,901 cases. 

' The decrease occurred in all the districts, and chiefly in ie and theft 
cases. The Magistrates of the 24-Parganas and Khulna ascri e decrease 

to better su ion over bad characters during the year, but it seems to me 

that the real explanation lies in the fact that the increase in the number of cases 





Sere ee 


in 1897 was abnormal and due to the noe sarees in that year, the 
number of cases for 1 and 1896 being 16,758 and 17,863 respectively, 
The number of cases dec false in this Division was 665, a8 com with 
780 in the ip preceding. Of these, 133 were in the 2 -Parganas, 150 in Nadia, 
98 in Murshidabad, 190 in Jessore, and 94 in Khulna, as. compared with 158, 
270, 106, 153 and 93, respectively, in the previous year. The Magistrate of 
Nadia reports that he has impressed upon all subordinate Magistrates the 
necessity of carefully satisfying themselves that the cases are really false before 
ordering them to be recorded as such. Prosecutions were instituted in 78 cases, 
or 11:7 per cent., inst 5:1 oe cent. in 1897. Of these, 11 were in the 
24-Parganas, 22 in Nadia, 9 in Murshidabad, 14 in Jessore, and 22 in Khulna, 
as compared with 8, 8, 11, 6 and 12, respectively, in the-year preceding The 
number of cases in which convictions were obtained was 3 in the 24-Parganas, 
8 in Nadia, 3 in Murshidabad, 7 in Jessore and 10 in Khulna, against 1, 4, 2, 
3 and 4, respectively, in 1897. It is satisfactory to note that the percentage of 
prosecutions in false cases increased from 5:1 t@ 11:7, but still I do. not thi 
that full use was made of the provisions of section 211 of the Indian Penal 
Code. Compensation under section 250 of the Criminal Procedure Code was 
iven in 55 cases in the 24-Parganas, 37 in Nadia, 9 in Murshidabad, 26 in 
1 Pe and 17 in Khulna, against 48, 26, 24, 32 and 12 respectively, in the year 
receding. With the exception of Jessore there was an increase in all the other 
istricts. The provisions of this section should, I think, have been more freely 
used. The Magistrate of Khulna reports that he has drawn the attention of 
all his subordinate Magistrates to this matter, and he hopes that better results 
will be obtained in tle current year. The total number of cases in which the 
_ police abstained from making enquiry was 794, or 8°8 per cent., against 1,367, 
or 6:0 per cent., in 1897, showing a decrease of 573 cases. Of the total number 
of cases, 151 were in the 24-Parganas, 251 in Nadia, 99 in Murshidabad, 152 
in Jessore and 141 in Khulna, against 327, 459, 235, 153 and 193, respectively, 
in the year preceding, showing a decrease in all the districts. The decrease 
may be due to a check pl on refusals to enquire in burglary cases. No 
case of abuse of the power under section 157, Criminal Procedure Code, came 
to light, The number of persous arrested during the year was 16,037, as com- 
pared with 16,017 in 1897. Of these, 15,250 were sent up for trial, against 
14,938 and 10,368 were convicted, against 10,201 in the previous year, the 
— e of convictions being 67°9, against 63°6 in the year preceding. 
aking the districts separately, the percentage was 72°8 in the 24-Parganas, 673 
in Nadia, 79°6 in Murshidabad, 56°6 in Jessore and 56:3 in Khulna, against 
70-6, 68°5, 82°8, 55°5 and 59°9, respectively. The total number of true cases 
of murder reported in this Division was 43, against 60 in 1897. Of these, 10 
were in the 24-Parganas, 5 in Nadia, 8 in Murshidabad, 8 in Jessore and 12 in 
Khulna, as compared with 14, 3,15, 11 and 17, respectively. The number in 
which convictions were obtained was 2 in the 24-Parganas, 2 in Nadia, 1 in 
Murshidabad, 1 in Jessore and 7 in Khulna, The number of true cases of 
dacoity reported in this Division was 86, against 49 in 1897. Of these, 22 
were in the 24-Parganas, 6 in Nadia, 4 in Murshidabad, 4 in Jessore and nil in 
Khulna, against 15, 6, 8, 18, and 7, respectively, in the preceding year, showing 
an increase in the districts of the 24-Parganas and Murshidabad, and a con- 
siderable decrease in Jessore and Khulna; the number of cases in Nadia 
-remained constant. Out of 36 cases, convictions were obtained. in 14 cases, 
‘against the same number in 1897. Of these, 10 were in the 24-Parganas, 1 in 
adia, 1 in Murshidabad and 2 in Jessore. The Magistrate of the 24-Parganas 
reports that, in spite of the conviction of a large number of offenders who were 
sentenced to transportation or to long terms of imprisonment, the number of 
dacoities in his district has increased. He observes that the neighbourhood uf 
Calcutta, with its separate police administration, the large number of up- 
country men employed in’ the districts (many of them of the worst character 
and fugitives from justice in their nativa districts), and the facilities of commu- 
nication by rail and river, ‘all combine ‘to’ make the offence easy to perpetrate 
and difficult to detect. The number of cases of rioting in this Division was 502, 
as compared with ‘542 ‘in the year preceding, ‘showing a decrease of 40 cases. 
Of the 502 cases, 92 were in the 24-Parganas, 120 in Nadia, 40 in Murshidabad, 





140 in Jessore and 110 in Khulna, against 111, 68, 49, 154 and 160, 


tively, series som year, showing an increase Aa district of Nadia and a 
deerease in all the other districts; the largest number of cases occurring in the 
district of Jessore. No explanation as to the increase in the number of rioting 
cases has been given e Magistrate of Nadia. The decrease in the other 
districts = t attributed to vigorous precautions having been taken under 
sections 107 and 145 of the Criminal Procedure Code. Of the rioting cases, 
2 in the 24-Parganas, 2 in Nadia, 7 in Jessore and 6 in Khulna ended in loss 
of life. There were no caste or religious disputes in any of the districts during 
the year. The number of cases instituted during the year, under sections 106 
and 107 of the Criminal Procedure Code, was 527, against 467 in 1897, and 
the umber of persons bound down was 1,917. against 1,362 in the year 
preceding, showing au increase of 556 persons. The number of cases of’ bad 
‘livelihood instituted during the year was 662, as compared with 548 in 1897, 
The number of oe in call conviction followed was “ against 387 in the 

oer 4 n' being 71'1, against 66°2 of the previous year. 
oe "9 ‘The hatuher of non-cognizable offences reported iS this Division 
during the year was 19,978, as compared with 18,586 in the | sate year, 
showing an increase of 1,392' cases, which occurred in all the districts except 
Jessore, but chiefly in the 24-Parganas, where it is said to be due to the increased 
number of cases iristituted under the municipal laws, The Magistrate of 
Nadia ascribes the increase to the improved condition of the people, as in 
the previous they had neither time nor the money to prosecute petty 
quarrels in the Courts. The increase in Khulna is reported to be due to a 

ter number of prosecutions for disobeying summons and to a large increase 
in the number of proceedings, under sections 107 and 145, Criminal Procedure 
Code. The other Magistrates have not submitted any explanation of the 
fluctuation. The number of cases in which the police were em loyed to make 
enquiries was 1,189, or 5°7 per cent., as oniasd- with 798, or 4*2 per cent., in 
the preceding year. Of the 1,139 cases. 354 were in the 24-Parganas, 55 in 
Nadia, 4in Murshidabad, 202 in Jessore and 524 in Khulna. The Magistrates 
of Jessore and Khulna report that the increase was due to a very large number 
of petitions to bind down persons to keep the peace and regarding disputes 
about immoveable property having been referred to the police for enquiry. 
Processes were issued against 25910 persons, as compared with 20,369 in 
the previous year, and 16,809 persons actually appeared before Magistrates, 
against 14,877 in 1897, The increase muy be attributed to the increase in the 
number of cases, The number of persons convicted was 8,647, or 51°4 per cent., 
as compared with 7,989, or 53°7 per cent. in the previous year. 


XIV.—POLICE, 


41. The table below shows the strength of the Police force in the several 
districts of this Division : — 
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Tn the 24-Parganas there was an increase of 1 Sub-Inspector and a 
decrease of 1 European constable, under Government order No. 1640J., dated 


\ 






the 18th March 1898. In Nadia there was an increase of 4 Sub-Inspectors — 
and 10 constables, while there was a decrease of 3 head-constables only. The 

force in Murshidabad was increased by 3 Sub-Inspectors and 20 constables 
and reduced by 2 head-constables. In Jessore there was an increase of 1 
Sub-Inspeetor and 10 constables. No explanation has been furnished by the 
District Officers concerned regarding these changes. In Khulna there was an 
increase of 2 Sub-Inspectors and a decrease of 2 head-constables, according 
to the recommendation of the Redistribution Committee. Besides the above, 
1 Sub-Inspector and 3 constables were sanctioned for the Alaipur floating ont- 
post in Khulna. “e 


42. The following table shows the particulars of punishment of men and 
officers by dismissal or otherwise, as compared with those of the preceding 
year;— 





“Number punrsuep. 
Number dismissed. |--— 


Departmentally. | Judicially. 
1897 | 1898 | 1897. | 1998. | 1897. | 1898. 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 
foe : : 
Officers x 2 8 64 QR2 l ae 
Men 69 $0.’ abe 887 -| 49 45 
Total | | way 


It will appear that there was considerable increase in the number of 
dismissals and of men departmentally punished during the year, while there was 
a decrease in the number punished judicially. 


43. The following table shows the number rewarded during the year as 
compared with 1897 :— 


1897, 1898, 
By promotion ove toe eee 2 5 
By money rewards, good-conduet stripes, ke. ... 444 215 
Total we 446 * 220 


It is very unsatisfactory to notice that there wasa large decrease in the 
number rewarded during the year. {n the 24-Parganas 3 Inspectors, 10 Sub- 
Inspectors, 7 head-constables and 25 constables received rewards for good 
service in various cases. In Nadia, Babus Dina Nath Ghosh, Inspector, and 
Janoki Nath Bose, Sub-Inspector, were specially rewarded Rs, 200 and Rs. 100, 
respectively, for successfully working up the Malipota currency note forgery 
case and securing the conviction of most of the accused. They also received 
Rs. 32-0-6 and Rs. 12-13-0, negara? from the Commissioner. of Police, 
Calcutta, as rewards in connection with that case. In Murshidabad 6 Sub- 
Inspectors, 7 head-constables and 17 constables received Ss jay> money 
rewards. The Magistrate of Jessore does not report on this head. In Khulna 
4th grade Inspector, Babu Keshab Lal Guha, was awarded a gold watch and 
= — at Rs, 323, for good service rendered in a case of robbery with 

ouble murder. 


* * * * * * * 
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45, “The following statement shows the number of rural police in the several 
districts of this Division, the number puni ng th ~ 


e number rewarded :— 












’ Number of Number _ adamber Amount of 


Disrnricr. te oe punished. | rewarded. reward. 











l | 2 8 | 4 | 5 
! 

Rs 
24-Parganas 8,359 1,241 139 407 
Nadia ; 8,603 1,341 986 2,481 
Murshidabad 8441 540 51 246 
Tessore ee 8,704 1,159 501 + 8,367 
Khulna 2,890 1,219 280 2,561 

“4 | SY se STs —_—_—\|ereooor_- 

Total ‘ee | 16,897 5,500 | 1,957 9,152 
Total for 1897 as 16,692 4,731 752 4,176 








There was a decrease in the total number of chaukidars as compared with 
1897. The decrease occurred in all the districts, except Nadia and Khulna, 
but chiefly in Murshidabad. In this district there were 3,441 chaukidars, of 
whom 2,670 were under Act VI (B.C.) of 1870, and the rest held chakran lands. 
Active steps have been and are still being taken to replace chakran chaukidars 
in the Kandi subdivision by chaukidars under the Act. The progress made in 
this direction is as rapid as can be expected or is desirable, and Government 
do not think it expedient to:/hurry on the changes, too violently. 
46. During the year under. report there was an increase in the number 
of men punished, as compared with the year preceding, in all the districts 
except Nadia, The Magistrates of the 24-Parganas, Nadia and Khulna are 
against the imposition of unnecessary fines on these poorly paid officers. 
r. Allen has directed the attention of the District Superintendent of Police 
to the bad effect upon the morale of the force of so.many punishments for 
trivial offences. It is stuted that an attempt is now being made to secure 
regular attendance at parades by rewarding punctual men rather than by 
constantly fining the unpunctual, ; 
47. It is satisfactory to notice that the number of men rewarded 
increased during the year. In the 24-Parganas 72. chaukidars were paid 
money rewards, chiefly for regular attendance, and 67 were rewarded by 
judicial officers chiefly for good services in criminal, excise and salt cases. 
Jt is reported that more attention is now paid to this method of encouraging 
good work among the rural police. In Nadia 868 chaukidars were given 
Ks, 2 each for regular attendance. Both the District Magistrate and the 
District Superintendent of Police attended muster parades and encouraged 
chaukidars by offering rewards for good work of any kind. In Jessore the 
m of good conduct stripes started by Mr. Kilby, formerly District 
uperintendent of Police, has been kept up, and 27 chankidars now draw good 
conduct allowance of Re. 1 each a month on this system. The Magistrate of 
Khulna considers that:too much liberality was shown in granting rewards, as 
Rs. 2,561, against Rs. 1,310 and Rs, 553 inthe preceding two years were 
paid during the year under report. 
48.” ‘The attempt to enlist men of better castes for chaukidars was main- 
tained in the districts of the 24-Parganas, Nadia and Jessore, In Nadia and 
" Jessore 151 and 22 men of good castes were enlisted during the year, The 
Magistrate of the 24-Parganas has forbidden the enlistment of men of the 
lowest castes, viz., Kaoras and Muchis, as chaukidars, and is trying to improve 
the status by raising the pay to a..minimum rate of Rs, 4 per mensem, 
‘None of the other district officers haye made any remarks on this subject. 











49. Dafadars have been appointed in the districts of the 24-Parganas 
Murshidabad, Jessore and Khulna. The District Officer of Nadia makes no 
mention in his report as to whether this system is in force in his district, but 
from a subsequent communication receiv from him, it appears that the system 
is not in force in Nadia. I have desired the Magistrate to give his personal 
attention to its introduction forthwith. In the 24-Parganas the system has been 
introduced throughout the district with the exception of some sparsely inhabited 
villages in the Sundarbans. Unions comprising the beats of about 10 chaukidars 
have beon formed, and a dafadar has been appointed in each union at Rs. 6 per 
mensem. In Murshidabad 189 dafadars have been appointed on a pay of Rs. 6 

er mensem, It is reported that nearly the whole of the district has now been 

‘vided into unions with suitable collecting panchayats and with one dajadar 
literate and of good caste for each union. ithe dajadars are already beginning 
to make themselves useful. in various ways, and Mr. Egerton hopes for much 
better results in future * He has asked the District Superintendent of Police 
to draw up a list of duties for dafadars, who should be relieved of the duties of 
watch and ward, All the work of making up unions, selecting collecting 

anchayats, and appointing dafadars having been done personally by the 
District Magistrate, Mr. Egerton thinks it desirable that according to the 
present practice the dismissal as well as appointment of eafadars should rest 
Titimatel y with the District Magistrate, at least for the present. Dafadars 
ought to be made to feel that they have some status, and not to be summarily 
dismissed on the mere report of the Police, and it is, therefore, better for 
their dismissal to rest with the District Magistrate, who would of course as 
a general rule be guided by the recommendation of the District Superin- 
tendent of Police in each case. It is stated that the chaukiders and villagers 
seem to understand the system of unions; the chaukidars are certainly far 
more regularly paid than before, and the dafadars by checking birth and 
death statistics, breaches of the Arms Act, etc., are of material assistance to 
the police. The Magistrate doés not see why dafadars of high caste, who 
are in fact of the social .position of literate and writer-constables, should not 
be able to assist in the working of the beat system within their own union, 
as was proposed by Mr. Henry, the Inspector-General of Police. The 
dayadars have been supplied with uniforms, they always attend parades, and 
they are content with their pay of Rs. 6 per mensem. ‘The chief feature 
of ‘the reform, it is stated, is that it has been introduced without extra 
taxation, and on the whole taxation has been reduced. This is due to the 
Pee grouping of villages together. From constant local inspection the 

ugistrate is statisfied that the chaukidari tax is now more equitably imposed 
and more poor people exempted than formerly. The Magistrate has also had 
chaukidars exempted from taxation altogether in thanas where he found that 
they were taxed. ‘I’his privilege, the Magistrate thinks, is much appreciated 
by the chaukidars, and will tend to raise their status as Government servants. 
Chaukidars onght not to be made to contribute towards their own pay, and 
it is not intended by Government that they should do so. The Magistrate 
of Khulnu observes’ that the status of the rural police is improving, and 
already there are some men of the better classes serving as dafadars, and 
he considers that now the service is sufficiently attractive. 

50. No instance of any chaukidar having been employed on menial 
duties in any ot the districts came to notice during the year. There has been 
a considerable improvement in the system of payment of their wages. In the 
24-Parganas there were 64 chaukidars in arrears of pay for six months and 96 
for three months during the year, as against 70 sd 412, respectively, in the 
preceding year. In Nadia one man was in arrear of pay for a period exceeding 
three months, when the year closed. In Jessore there were only 20 chaukidars, 
as against 447 in 1897, whose pay was in arrear at the end of the year. The 
ne of Murshidabad and Khulna have made no ise on this 

ead. : 
XV.—GRIMINAL JUSTICE. 1. y 

51. Criminal justice is administered by the Courts of Sessions, Stipen- 
diary Magisirates, Benches of Honorary Magistrates, and Honorary gistrates 
sitting singly. The total number of cases tried by Courts of Sessigns during 






_ the year 1898 was 203, as compared with 259 in the year preceding. Of 

; ae 130, or 64:03 .per cent., ended in conviction, py ot per cent. in 

_ 1897. Taking the districts separately, Nadia shows the highest percentage 
of convictions, being 70-3, and Jessore the lowest, being 58:4. As regards 
the other districts, the percentage was 67:1 in the 24-Parganas, 62°5 in 
Murshidabad; and 64-03 in Khulna, against 71°7, 76°0, and 69:1, respectively, 
in the previous year, Excepting Nadia, where the percentage of convictions 
was 62°8 last year, all the other districts show a deterioration in this respect. 
The total number of subordinate Stipendiary Magistrates in this Division at 
the close of the calendar year was 60, inst 59 in the year preceding. 
Of these, 37 exercised first class, 17 second class, and 6 third class powers, 
The number of benches was 42, against 43 in the previous year. They were 
composed of 827 Honorary Magistrates, who were distributed as follows :— 


Number 

District. greed f of Honorary 

: re 
24-Parganas ea yaa 18 33 
Nadia asf as 10 * oQL 
Murshidabad ere © pes 4 82 

Jessore the sve 7 45. 

Khulna af ook 3 36 
Total ... 42 827 
Total for 1897... 43 400 


52. During the year the number of benches decreased by one. This 


decrease was due to the abolition of the Diamond Harbour Independent Bench, 


in the district of the 24-Parganas. Of these benches, 2] exercised 2nd class 
powers and the same number 8rd class powers. There was also a decrease 
during the year in the number of Honorary Magistrates. This decrease may 
be attributed to the fact that the vacancies caused by the resignation and 
removal from the list of the names of several «practising pieaders who 
became disqualified under the provisions of section 557 of the new Oriminal 
Procedure Code, were not all filled up. Besides the Bench Magistrates there 
were 36 Honorary Magistrates who were authorized to sit singly, viz., 10 in 
the 24-Parganas, 10 in Nadia, 11 in Murshidabad, and 5 in Jessore. Of the 
Honorary Magistrates authorized to sit singly, 2 exercised Ist class powers, 
30 2nd class powers, and 4 8rd class powers. As reported last year, the 
attendance of the Honorary Magistrates authorized to sit singly was generally 
satisfactory, but those not so authorized were, with a few exceptions, 
unsatisfactory in this respect. The number of Honorary Magistrates who were 
warned to be more regular or who were called on to explain their irregularity, 
eame to 10 in the 24-Parganas, 17 in Nadia, 6 in Murshidabad, 7 in Jessore, 
and 15 in Khulna. Oftbe Honorary Magistrates in this Division, the follow- 
ing have been specially mentioned by the several Magistrates for their good 
work. Babu Ramoni Mohan Mullick of Meherpore in the district of Nadia, 
Babu Radhika Charan Sen and the late Babu Mukunda Lal Barman Bahadur 
of Berhampore, Babu Monmohan Singh of Jangipur, Babu Akhay Kumar Pain 
of Kandi, Rai Sitab Chand Nahor Bahadur, Rai Moni Lal Nahar Bahadur, 
Nawab Syad Zainulabdin Khan Bahadur and Hon’ble Raja Ranajit Singh 


Bahadur of Lalbagh, Kazi Serajul Huq, Babu Pran Krishna Chatterji,’ 


Babu Bisseswar Chakravarti, and Babu Umesh Chandra Das of Khulna. The 
Magistrates of the 4-Parganas and Jessore do not report on this head. 

53. The following table shows the number of cases tried by Stipendiary 
Magistrates as well as by the several benches and Honorary Magistrates 


sitting singly :— 
, sind Decided by Stipendiary Decided by Honorary 





District. : Magistrates, - Magistrates. 
BAe" a a a rere evecare 
‘ 1897. 1898. 1897. 1898, 
24-Parganas ... ae 13,848 13,462 4,106 8,867 
Nadia BNA ft 2,543" 2,497 . 1,959 2,036 
Murshidabad ... eee 1,414 1,735 1,413 1,304 
_ Jessore aa aoe 8,226 2,791 4,402 845 
Khulna Beat Pe Rameiis, 1,941 2080463 ad] 
Total ... (22,972 22,515 0,843 8,505 
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Magistrates in the districts of the 24-Parganas, Nadia and Jessore, while eo 
was an increase in Murshidabad and Khulna, resulting in a decrease in the 
divisional total of 457 cases. There: was also a falling off in the number of 
cases decided by Honorary Magistrates in all the districts except Nadia, where 
‘there was a slight increase. The Magistrate of Jessore, where the decrease 
was most marked under both the heads, explains that this was due to the absence 
of famine, to good harvests and to successful, Peemecutions, of some bad 
characters during the year. The Magistrate of Khulna writes that he made 
over during the gon under report a smaller number of cases to the Honorary 
Magistrates, as the cases tried by. them are often unduly protracted. _ 
55. The following table shows the results of trials as regards persons :— 












Persons put on ‘ot Percentage of 
triak, Con d. | convictious. 
District Remarks, 
1897. | 1898. 1897. 1898. | 1897. | 1898. 
1 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 6 | 7 | 8 
_ 24-Parganas soy 21,207 21,094 | 15,977 | 16,050 73°3 76:08 
Nadia «| 5,869 | 5,946] 8,577 | 38,602 60:9 | 605 
Murshidabad i 8,512 3,905 2,467 2,490 70-2 63°7 
Jessore «| 7,680 | 5,278 | 4,282]. 2,741 561 61-9 
Khulna a 4,004 4,730 2,390 8,031 |. 59-7 64:08 


Total —... |+ 42,872 | 40,953 | 28,643. 27,014 | 67-6 | 68-1 














It will appear from the above statement that there was an improvement in 
the percentage of convictions in the districts of the 24-Purganas and Khulna, 
while there was a falling off in all the other districts. It is noticeable that 
the percentage of convictions is gradually deteriorating in Jessore. It was 60:8 
‘in 1896 and 56°1 in 1897, while it was only 51:9 in the year under report. 

56. The table below shows the number of witnesses examined and 
detained for more than two days during the year as compared with the year 
preceding :— 








Number of witnesses Number detained for more 








examined. than two days, 
Disrricr. cil gd wend ae ty aoe 
1897. | 1898., | 1897. 1898, 
2 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 
24-P, ion 2,484 3,573 
Neda 1,515 1.263 
Murshidabad " 660 789 
Jessore See 703 . 478 
Khulna . 587 |. 673 
Total . Pye 5,949 6,776 


During the year the number of witnesses detained over two days shows an 
inerease in the districts" of the 24-Parganas, Murshidabad, and Khulna, while 
in the other two districts it shows a decrease, the result being that the Divi- 
sional percentage increased from 7:7 during 1897 to 86 in the year under 
report. The pegs of such detentions in stipendiary courts decreased 
from 6°3 in 1897 to 5°8, but before Honorary Magistrates it increased from 
13:2 to 21-5. The results were worst in the case of Stipendiary Magistrates’ 
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at Basirhat, Babu Mahendra Nath Mukerji (87-2), Babus Dhonesh Chander Rai 
221), and Hari Chaitanya Ghosh (33'2) at Sadar, Babu Haripada Ghosh 
21-9) at Diamond Harbour, Captain Walker (26°6 and 25) at Dum-Dum and 
rrackpore, Babu Shyama Charen Dutt (16-4) and Babu Jotindra Nath 

Gupta (24°1), in the district of the 24-Parganas; Babu Ashutosh Chatterjee at 
Kushtia (21-5). in the district of Nadia; Babu Jagadis Chandra Sen (29°1) 
and Mr. B. Alien (16-9) at Jhenida in Jessore, and Babu Sarat Chander Sen 
Gupta (31°48) at Bagerhet in Khulna. The figures show deterioration in the 
administration of criminal justice in this Division, as remarked last year, 
specially in the 24-Parganas, so far as the individual Magistrates named above 
are concerned ; but, as has been remarked before, tho divisional percentage has 
come down from 6°3 in 1897 to 5:8 in the year under report. The high 
percentage shown against Babu Mahendra Nath Mukerji. Subdivisional Officer 
of Basirhat, has not been particularly explained by the Collector, but it seems 
probable that this was owing to the Duprey Magistrate’s having joined the 
subdivision in the last quarter of the year and having had to try cases de noro 
left unfinished by his predecessor. The Magistrate of Nadia do6s not think 
that the Magistrates were much to blame for the delays in the disposal of 
witnesses, as they were mostiy cited in highly contested cases. The excellent - 
results achieved by Babu Amrita Lal Mukherjee oe at Barasat, Babu Chandra 
Nath Ghosh (14) at Jangipur, Babu ‘Gati Krishna Neogi (nil) at Magura, 
Babu Jagat Bandhu Bhattacherjee (1:1) at Bongong, and Babu Krishna 
Doyal Pramanick (*2) at Satkhira, where the criminal work was considerable, 
show what can be done by good management. As regards Honorary Magis- 
trates, the following instances were especially unsatisfactory, the more so as 
the total number of witnesses examined was in several cases very small: 
24-Parganas Sadar (46°3), Basirhat eee): Diamond Harbour (347), Barasat 
(20°6), Sealdah (28:7), Nadia Sadar (21:1), Meherpore (18°37), Kushtia (38°4), 

i (27:2), and Jangipur ee): The Magistrate of Nadia reports that the 
detentions before Honorary Magistrates were greatest in the’ Kushtia subdivi- 
sion, which he attributes partly to the failure on the part of Maulvi Muhammad 
Abdulla, the late Subdivisional Officer, to exercise proper supervision over the 
working of his subordinate Magistrates and partly to his having made over to 
ther for trial cases of too complicated a nature. “There was, it is said, a great 
improvement towards the close of the year, when Mr. Gruning was in charge 
of the Kushtia subdivision, and it is expected that far better results will be 
noticed during the current year. The other Magistrates have not explained 
the unsatisfactory state of things noticed. 

57. The following statement shows the number of remands in A form 
cases during the year under review :— 








NUMBER PosTPONED— 


per din t 
Disrrict. nding ai 
of on first ‘ he close 
On A Three Four Five Six Over th 
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The percentage of police cases remanded six times and over to the total 
number of cases disposed of rose from 6'3 to 6:6. Taking district by district, 
the percentage comes to 7°3 in the 24-Parganas, 6°6 in Nadia, 8:7 in Murshi-— 

bad, 4*5 in Jessore, and 5:4 in Khulna. It is very unsatisfactory to observe 
that while the percentage at Jessore came to 4°5, it was nearly double at 
Murshidabad (87). I think it most probable that in many of these cases a 
good many of the remands mht, with better management, have been avoided. 


° * * * * * * 
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59. The table below shows the amount of criminal 
realized during the year as compared with 1897 :— 











Disrricr. 
1 
Rs. > Rs. , Rs. 

24.Parganas oe | 74,148 56,808 
Nadia n.| 163858 20,193 
Murshidabad --.|- 8,960 13,579 
Jessore oof 16,411 . 13,883 
Khulna eos | 21,128 20,201 

1,17,319 | 1,24,164 


Total _...| 1,87,505 


Except in the districts of the 24-Parganas and Jessore,’ there was an 
increase in the amount of fines imposed and realized during the year. ‘Taking 
the Division as a whole, it appears that of the fines im 90-8 per cent. were 
realized, against 85°3 a cent. in the previous year. The improvement has 
been shared by all the districts except Murshidabad, where the percentage 
decreased from 87°2 to 84:1, the largest share (93-9 per cent.) being contributed 
by the district of Nadia. The Magistrate of Nadia states that the fines were 
generally imposed with due regard to the circumstances of the accused 

eTSONS. 
‘ 60. The’ following statement shows the number of cases and the amount 
of compensation paid under section 250, Criminal Procedure Code, in the several 
districts of this Division during the year as compared with those of the year 


preceding :— 
Number of cases. Amount of compensation. 
oe SR SE ——_— 
Disrnicr. 1897. 1898, 1897, 1898. 
24-Parganas 48 BS 67 vot 
ar me 1,016 
Nadia... o. 26 387 463 604 
Murshidabad oe 24 9 412 135 
Jessore ... coe, OD. 26 2,102 . 1,614 
Khulna ... we 12 17 180 85 
142 144, 8,844 2,454 








The conclusion is forced on me that sufficient attention is not paid by the 
Magistrates to the provisions of this section of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

61. The table below shows the number of cases in which whipping was 
awarded during the year as compared with the previous year :— 


Disrricr, > 1897, 1898. 
24-Parganas eee ww. 186 105 
Nadia soe one soe 227 72 
Murshidabad eee we «5B Ae’ 
Jessore oe oe oo 44 86 
Khulna ane oye oon 47 47 

Total =. 407 315 
, =~ —— 


There was ‘a decrease in the number of cases in which whipping was 
awarded during the year, which is shared by all the districts except Jamin and 






Khulna. The Magistrate of Nadia ascribes the decrease to the fact that owing 
to the famine there was an exceptionally large number of petty thefts in 1897, 
_ for which whipping was an appropriate Sanaa The number of European 

British subjects brought to trial during the year was 13, against 16 in the previous 
year. Of these, 12 were in the 24-Parganas and | in Murshidabad. ‘There was 
no case under the Age of Consent Act in any of the districts in this Division. 


XVL—REGISTRATION OF DEEDS. 


62. The statement below shows the administration of the Registration 
Department in this Division during the years 1897-98 and 1898-99 :— 





Numberof documents 






















megistered in— Receipts in Expenditure in— 
Disraicr. yee Len OUT OTN 
1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1897-98, 1898-99. 1897-98. ‘| 1898-99. 
sere cee UE Ee 
1 | 2 | 6 7 
| 
Re. a P| «6ORs. oa 
24-Parganas ° ... 44,210 16 6) 42,730 9 2 
Nadia de 18,264 O U 18,311 0 0 
Murshidabad 13069 0 0| 12,209 16 6 
Jessore me 63,860 6 9 4,948 8B 8 
Khulna ~ 28,398 0 27,681 0 0 
Total 288,956 249,404 | 249.400 11 2,30,885 13 0) 1,67,792 6 2) 1,60,78012 4 





The total number of documents registered in this Division during the year 
was 249,404, a 283,956 of the previous year, showing a decrease of 34,552 
documents. ‘The total receipts and expenditure fell off from Rs. 2,49,490-11 
and Rs, 1,57,792-5-2 in 1897-98 to Rs. 2,30,885-13 and Rs. 1,50,780-12-4, 
respectively, in the year under repert. This decrease in the number of docu- 
ments registered, and consequently in receipts and expenditure, is shared by all 
the districts of this Division excepting Nadia, where there was a slight increase 
under head expenditure. In 1896-97 and 1897-98 scarcity prevailed more or 
less in all the districts of this Division, and the people mortgaged or sold their 
property for a living. The circumstances of those years were exceptional, and 
consequently the figures showing the particulars of registration for those years 
were abnormal, as will appear from the table given below:— 


ees SS 


Number of docu- A 3 
ments registered. | Receipts, | Expenditure. 











1 i 2 | 8 | 4 
Sit a Se Pa a ee alan tek A, ee 
Rs, a. P. Re. a. FP 
1895-96 San ante 223,819 2,08,886 0 0 | 1,86,695 0 0 
1896-97 Ae a 260,217 2,384,382 0 0 | 1,47,840 0 0 
1897.98 ae och 283,956 2,49.490 11 0 | 1,57,792 5 2 
1898-99 nad oes 249,404 2,30,885 13 O | 1,50,780 12 4 





The figures for the year under report when compared with those for 1895-96 
show an improvement, both in the number of documents registered as well as 
in receipts and expenditure, but that appears to be due more to the general 
progress of the times than to any particular cause. 

As remarked above, there was a decrease in the total number of documents 

istered and in receipts and expenditure. This decrease (excepting in Murshi- 
dabad, for which figures have not been furnished) occurred generally under all 
the heads of registration in all the districts, excepting a few noticed later on, 








There was a noticeable increase in the number of perpetual leases in 
24-Parganas and Nadia; under head “Instruments of sale, etc., of i 
roperty of value less than Rs. 100” in Jessore and under head “ Other leases” 
in Nadia. The increase in the number of etual leases in the 24-Parganas is 
reported to be due to settlements and resettlements in the Sundarbans ; that in 
the number of perpetual and other leases in Nadia, to the extension of the 
system of subinfeudation, to settlements made by certain landlords, to renewal 
of several term leases, and to the better — of the crops which induced the 
peasantry to enter into new settlements. The increase of 1,342 instruments 
_ under head “ Sale of immoveable property of value less than Rs. 100” in Jessore 
is explained by the Collector to a due to the good harvest of the year, which 
induced the raiyats to sell their holdings to get ready money for spending on 
marriage and other ceremonies. 








XVIL—CONDITION OF THE DiVISION AS REGARDS LAND AND LAND REVENUE 
ADMINISTRATION, 


63. The number of estates of each class borne on the revenue-roll of the 
several districts during the years 1897-98 and 1898-99 is shown below :— 





Class ITI— 
Class I— | Class IT— 
Year. Permanently-| Temporarily- Estates held Total. . 


direct by 
settled estates.|settled estates. Covenant, 















1897-98 252 10,877 
1898-99 255 10,379 
Difference ... +3 +2 





64. There was no change in the total number of estates in any of the 
districts of this Division except the 24-Par, ‘anas, where two new estates were 
formed by partition. Transfers from one class to another took place in every 
district in consequence of the sale of permanently-setiled estates for arrears of 
reyenue and their purchase by Government for want of bidders, as also on 
account of settlement of khas mahals for definite periods and of sales of petty 
Government estates to private individuals with revenue fixed in perpetuity. 
The changes in Nadia were due also to the transfer of one estate to the district 
of Pabna and to the addition to the roll as a new estate, of one missing estate 
which had been removed from it. 

65. The following table shows the demand, collections, remissions and 
balances of land revenue during the past two years, 1897-98 and 1898.99 :— 


ESTES —_—- a 
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Rs. Rs. Rs. Bs. Re. Rs. | Rs. |. Re. 
1807-98... | 1,741,825 | 51,29,779 | 68,01,604 | 1,42,208 | 49,67,529 | 61,09,782 | 6,712 | 1,85.1 96:3 
, 1898-99... | 1,092,024 | 61,49,209 | 68,41,288 | 160,658 | 60,26,502 51,983,060 | 4,265 | 1,43,908]  97°2 




















__ Compared with the fi of the in the demands, collections 
and the percentage of ie se on San Skies x increase. "The remis- 
sions and balances, however, fell from Rs, 6,712 and Rs. 1,85,160 to Rs, 4,265 



















testifying ing to the iciaali- 
land revenue is collected in the Division. The soca 
collections in each class is exhibited in the following statement :— 


pan 148,008, respectively the result as a whole ‘testi 









Rs. Rs. Rs. 
L—Permanently-} 38,098 | 37,395, 977 | 44,42,643 | 44,082,864 | 99 
T1.—Tom oearai 48,501 | 44,050 
 pottled estates. - 


94°6 | 3,36,018 | 3,05,708 | 90°7 
IT1.— Estates held direct} 85,176 | 60,738 74°07 | 9,00,648 | 3,17,930 | 86°05 
by Government, 4 








otal... 1,71,885 | 1 42,209, 68°76 | 61,20,770 | 49,67,890 | 06-00 “7,09,004 [6,008 807 51,40,200 | 80,.86,502 78 





Except in the case of class I estates, where there was a slight fall, the per- 
centage of collections of arrear demands i in the other two classes 
= and III), though it_was below the preseribed standard of cent per cent. 

he results in Nadia, Jessore and Khulna, where the percentage was above 
95, may be accepted as fair. The collections were not satisfactory in the 
24-Parganas or in Murshidabad. The current collections improved in all the 
three classes of estates. The percentage of total collections, ic, both arrear 
and current, is as follows :— 


Caloutta at eee eo «ee 99°90 
24-Parganas tm nts toe vs 95°40 
Nadia wee a8 ee oe 99°28 
Murshidabad sen a aie « 98°59 
Jessore ooe as sew ee 97:67 
Khulna res se ae ve §=9 619 

Total eos 97°20 


66. The statement below shows the collections in estates under direct 
management in each district of the Division :— 






PERCENTAGE OP— 
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Nadie 3A 
Marshidabad 74 
Jessore ae 82 
Kbulna 30 
255 

Total for 1897-08 252 





The number of estates under direct management was 255, against 252 in 
the  copeagire year, There was no change in Caleutta, the 24-Parganas, or in 
Khulna, The number increased in Nadia from 32 to 34, and in Murshidabad, 
from 72 to 74, while in Jessore it decreased from 83 to 82. The increase in 
Nadia is due to the transfer of four temporarily-settled estates to this class on the 
expiry of their settlements and to the transfer of two estates to class II on re- 

“settlement. The increase in Murshidabad is due to the cancelment of leases of 
_ two resumed estates under class II for repeated default and their transfer to 
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class III, The decrease in Jessore is ascribed to the fact that one estate, the 
property of Government, was under the orders of the Board of Revenue struck 
off the roll in consequence of its lands having merged into an estate lost by 
Government in a civil suit, The result of the year, so far as the divisional] 
totals are concerned, was a decided improvement over that of the preceding 
year, there being an ss? gc 3 increase under all the heads. In the districts 
of the 24-Parganas, Nadia and Marshidabad, there was an increase in the 
current demand, while in the remaining districts there was a decrease The 
increase is ascribed chiefly to resettlement of certain estates in the 24-Parganas, 
to utbandi settlements in Nadia, and to transfer of two estates to class III in 
Murshidabad. The decrease in Calcutta is as usual due to the redemption of 
land tax. In Jessore it was the result of transfer and retransfer of estates from 
one class to another. In Khulna the fluctuation is too insignificant to call 
for notice. Compared with the preceding year, the percentage of current 
collections on current demand improved in all the districts of this Division 
except Calcutta and the 24-Parganas. The increase was due chiefly to a better 
harvest. In Murshidabad, it was due partly to the entertainment of salaried 
tahsildars and halsannahs, The decrease in Calcutta was too slight to call 
for notice. In the 24-Parganas it was due to the partial failure of the crops 
in portions of the Dinausat, Harbour subdivision and Port Canning, and also to 
the bad system of collection of khas mahal rents by tahsildars paid by com- 
mission, which has since been replaced by saiaried ones. Except in the 
24-Parganas and Jessore, where there was a slight fall, the arrear collections 
improved decidedly in all the other districts, although the prescribed standard 
of cent ae cent was nowhere attained, the bad state of collections being 
attributed chiefly to accumulation of heavy arrears in the beginuing of the 
year due to successive failure of crops in preceding years, 
67. The remissions granted during the year are classified below :— 


1897-98. 1898.99, 
Rs. 





Rs. 

Nominal remissions PY, «= 8,984 341 
Remissions of grace is oo 2,495 8,028 
Ditto of right a0 a 233 901 
Total «6,712 4,265 





Compared with the preceding year, there was a decrease in the remissions, 
due to decrease in the 24-Parganas, Nadia and Khulna, in spite of an increase 
of over Rs. 1,000 in Murshidabad, The nominal remissions represent ficti- 
tious demands of some estates bought in by Government for want of bidders, as 
also the arrear demand of a Government estate in tho district of Khulna, sold to 
a private individual. The largest remissions of grace were granted to tenants 
of some of the Government estates, in the districts of the 24 Parganas and 
Murshidabad, owing to failure of crops and scantiness of water ina jhil, a small 
portion representing a remission of grace granted to the auction purchasers of 
thatching grassin the khas mahals of the Meherpore subdivision, in the district 
of Nadia, on account of loss by fire. The remissions of right were granted 
on account of acquisition of lands for public purposes, and irrecoverable rents 
of estates washed away by fluvial action. Except in the 24-Parganas and 
Murshidabad, there has been no material change during the year, either in 
the agency or in the mode of management of estates under direct management. 
In the 24-Parganas, a regular establishment of six tahsildars ‘and six peous 
was sanctioned by the Board to replace the collecting gumashtas on commis- 
sion system employed in the Government estates in the Diamond Harbour 
subdivision. The Board’s sanction having been received at the end of Decem- 
ber 1898, when the collections had commenced, the old establishment was 
allowed to continue till the end of the collection season in March last, after 
which the new establishment was entertained. In Murshidabad the system of 
collection by tabsildars, paid by commission, having proved a failure, a 
salaried establishment of tahsildars and Aalsanuahs was entertained from the 
m a 1898. The paid system is reported to have proved a change for 

e better. 
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68. The statement below shows the allotment made and the expenditure 
incurred for the management of, and improvements in, khas malials and those 
on education :— 











| AMOUNT ALLOTTED FROM— | EXPENDITURE on— | Epvcation, — 
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rete i ae 14,416 4, 11,019 30,067 8,535 
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16,412 28,838 |... 4,205 oe 
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69 A sum of Rs, 77,363 was allotted for the management of, and miscella- 
neous and sanitary improvements in, the Government estates, in the district of 
the 24-Parganas, of which the sum of Rs. 46,905 was sanctioned for the Orphan- 
ganj market. The allotment for miscellaneous and agricultural improvements 
amounted to Rs. 34,822, of which a sum of Rs. 29,963 was for the rphanganj 
Market, and the remainder Rs. 4,859 was for the other Government estates 
in the district. The amount spent on miscellaneous and agricultural improve- 
ments was Rs, 33,465, of which Rs. 28,833 were spent in the Orphanganj 
market in the construction of new godowns, und in the repairs of existing 
buildings, sheds, &c., and the remainder (Rs, 4,632) was expended in repairing 
tahsil cutcherries, embankments and sluices, and constructing culverts in 
some Government estates. The unexpended balance was Rs. 1,357, which 
could not be utilised within the year, as the works for which the amount was 
sanctioned could not be completed within that period. The entire amount of 
Rs. 11,019, allotted for sanitary im rovements, was utilized during the year 
and spent in filling up certain unhealthy tanks in the Government estate 
Panchannogram, and in raising the sites of certain other filled-up tanks and in 
constructing latrines. 

In Nadia the whole of Rs. 370 allotted for miscellaneous improvemeuts 
was spent in erecting sheds and repairing cutcherry houses in some Govern- 
ment estates. In Murshidabad a sum of Rs. 1,720 was allotted for miscella- 
neous and sanitary improvements, out of which Rs. 470 only were spent, and 
the balance (Rs. 1,250) lapsed to Government, This amount was sanctioned 
for the re-excavation of a tank and of a ditch in the Government estate, Gar 
Berhampore. The tank was rendered unnecessary by the placing of a hydrant 
of the Berhampore Water-Works near the tank, ‘The early and excessive rains 
of the year under report, which kept the ditch almost full of water throuyhout 
the year stood in the way of re-excavation of the other. In Jessore the whole 
of the allotment of Rs. 1,091 made for miscellaneous and sanitary improve- 
ments was spent during the year in constructing and repairing certain 
cutcherry houses, raising the old Collectorate compound, rep, | a tank 
at char Chatian, and in improving the drainage of the Narail subdivisional 
wage a compound, 

In Khulna the allotment sanctioned for works of miscellaneous and agri- 
cultural improvements was Rs. 1,097." In addition to this a sum of Rs. 1,300 
was contributed by the khas mahal tenants of Chandkhali, Muhammadabad, etc., 
towards the construction of a substantial bridge over a khal in the estate, 
This amount, together with the whole of the Government grant, was spent 
during the year on miscellaneous and agricultural improvements. Besides the 
above a sum of Rs. 1,458 was spent on roads in Government estates by the 

trict Boards of this Division, of which Rs, 1,200 were spent by the 
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District Board of the 24-Par Rs. 117 by the District Board of Nadia, and 
Rs. 141 by the District Board of Murshidabad, No new staples were introduced, 
and no new agricultural ie em were brought into use or a as asc 
made in sgricultural machinery during the year under report. Jessore 
an experimental cultivation of sugarcane was tried in khas mahal char Barni 
in the Magura subdivision; but as the planting was done only a few days before 
the close of the year, the result isnot known. In the 24-Parganas Rs. 3,535 were 

nt inthe maintenance of 81 schools in Government estates. In Nadia 9 
schools with 281 pupils were maintained by Government in khas raahals at a 
cost of Rs. 418. In Murshidabad 8 primary schools with 276 pupils were 
maintained in the Government estates at a cost of Rs. 413. In Jessore no 
grant towards education in khas mahals is given by Government, none being 
necessary, as the estates are generally scattered plots in villages where schools 
and pathsalas maintained by the District Board are in existence. In Khulna 
23 schools with 820 pupils were maintained in the Government estates at a cost 
of Rs. 2,476, out of which Rs, 1,146 were contributed by Government. The 
condition of the raiyats of the Government estates in this Division was generally 
good during the year. The year’s harvest was plentiful almost everywhere 
except in certain estates in Murshidabad, where the crops were partly damaged 
by floods. The registers and accounts of the several Government estates in this 
Division were duly examined by the inspecting officers. No material irregulari- 
ties or discrepancies were brought to notice in any of the districts of this Divi- 
sion except in the 24-Parganas. The system of accounts of the Government 
estate Panchannogram in the 24-Parganas has been found to be defective. The 
raiyats’ — is kept in an old and obsolete form. This was brought to the 
notice of the Board, who have directed the re-writing of the ledger in the 
Board’s form No. II. It is now being re-written in this form. The improve- 
ment of the system of accounts is under consideration. In Murshidabad a 
tahsildar was dismissed during the year for misconduct, he being suspected of 
taking salami in making. settlements with raiyats. No complaints were received 
against any other tahsildar or subordinate. Out of 1,216 estates or shares of 
estates with land revenue amounting to Rs. 2,54,052 which became liable 
to sale, only 86, or 7:14 per cent., were actually sold, against 7-5 per cent. of the 
preceding year and 8:2 per cent. of the year 1896-97. The sale law was worked 
with leniency in all the districts of this Division, and defaulting proprietors 
wore allowed every facility for paying their dues and saving their estates or 
shares from sale. The law was, however, strictly followed in respect of 
— defaulters and their estates or shares were sold on the dates fixed for 
their sale, ‘ 


* * * * * * * 


71, In submitting the Report on the Administration of Land Revenue 
from the Commissioner in the Sundarbans for the year 1897-98, and subsequently 
in a separate letter, dated the 11th October 1898, I brought to the notice of 
the Board of Revenue that in the Khulna Sundarbans, the settlement-holders 
were inthe habit of creating gantidari tenures with titles of Asat talukdars, 
that the latter in turn created Aimasat talukdars, and so forth, until there were 
fours or five tenures between the settlement-holder and the cultivating raiyat, 
the result being that the last intermediate tenure-holder exacted as much as 
Rs. 4 to Rs. 8 for a bigha of land for which the settlement-holder paid four 
annas to Government. I further reported that there was no security of+the 
tenants’ rights, and that there was risk of extortion being practised upon the 
cultivating raiyats under the above system, and I gave it as my opinion that the 
evil oul remain unchecked until all the Sundarbans were surveyed 
and settled under the B Tenancy Act. The Board of Revenue were at 
first under the impression these middlemen exercised important functions 
towards the reclamation of the lands and contributed to the welfare of the 
cultivators, and therefore they did not find anything wrong or reprehensible 
in the system. They observed that the time for Government to a 

rofits and to settle the estates would be when the present leases expired. 1, 
owever, pointed out that most of these middlemen were interlopers; that they 
had nothing to do with reclamation; that they came upon the scene when the 





ear. 
other than those gra 


1903-4. Considering the length of time that. must elapse before the term of the 
current settlements would expire, I supported the suggestion made by Mr. Ross - 
that survey and settlement operations under the Bengal Tenancy Act should be 
carried on in any case in which it was found that subinfendation by the intro- 
duction of middlemen was giving rise to disputes, looting of crops, riots, ete. 
The Board of Revenue have now recognised that the system is bad, and have 
accepted the su ion that the only remedy in specific cases is recourse to the 
provisions of Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act. They have’ likewise 
to consider any case that may be reported to them, in which action under 
Chapter X of the Tenancy Act is desirable. : 
* * ” * 


* * * 


74. Road and Public Works Cess.—The subjoined table shows the collec- 
tions of road and Public Works cesses during the year:— < 
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75. There has been a decrease in the demand of cesses as compared with 
that of the preceding year. The decrease is shared by the districts of Seasons and 
Khulna, while the 4-Parganas, Nadia and Murshidabad show a slight increase. 

The in Jessore is due to correction of certain mistakes made in the 
Revaluation Department. The decrease in Khulna is nominal, inasmuch as the 
demand due from estate No. 780, amounting to Rs. 1,490, of which abatement 
Was afterwards sanctioned, was included in the current demand of the previous 
year. The collections, both arrear and current, improved in Nadia and ulna, 
While in the 24-Parganas and Jessore the current collections fell off, but: those 
of arrears improved, and in Murshidabad the current collections improved, but 
‘those of arrears fell off. The result is, on the whole, satisfactory, 906 per 
Cent. of the total demand having been collected during the year, against 88:1 
Per cent. in the preceding year. General revaluation is in progress in the 





na during t 
of the latter district. 
Board of Revenue. ~ 


XVIIL.—ATTACHED ESTATES, INCLUDING THOSE MANAGED... 
BY THE COURT OF WARDS. » 


76. The number of estates under the management of the Court of Wards 
was four (as noted below), against five in the preceding year, the Kasimbazar 





estate in Murshidabad having been released in September 1897 :-— fer 
District. Ward’s estate, Trust estate, 
24-Parganas ... .-» Bhawani ’ vi a. 
Seamer wok TA eae SAtaguh tea eee oes 
Kbulna a ll ». Satkhira sé » , Syudpar, 


In addition to the above the Chanchra road estate in Jessore, referred 
to in paragraph 54 of the previous year’s report, continued to be managed 
during the year by the Collector of the district. ' 
77. The Bhawanipur estate in the 24-Parganas, which was ‘the: most 
important estate in the Division, was released on the 16th February 1899. The 
ward attained his majority in August 1898; but, at his own request, the Govern- 
ment of Bengal was pleased to direct the Court of Wards to retain charge of his 
estate for a further period of two years. In November 1898, however, the 
ward applied for the release of his estate, and accordingly it was made over to 
him on the aforesaid date, after management by the Court for a period of 
twelve years and some months. The gross rental at the date of assumption of 
charge was Rs. 1,44,584, while at the date of release it was Rs, 1,57,110, showing 
an increase of Rs. 12,726, which was chiefly due to the reclamation of Sundar- 
bans jungle lands and to settlement ond re-settlement of raiyati holdings, etc. 
The total demand of the estate during the period under report was Rs. 2,66,328, 
inclusive of an arrear demand of Rs. 1,29,116, of which Rs. 1,11,741, or 81-4 
per cent. of the current demand, and 41-9 per cent. of the total demand, were 
realised, against 111-2 per cent. and 56-9 per cent., respectively, in the previous 
year. The amount written off under proper sanction, as bad and irrecoverable, 
was Rs. 6,003, leaving a balance of Rs. 1,48,584, penis Rs, 1,25,453 in the 
previous year. The decrease in the percentage of collections is due to the fact 
that the estate was released at the commencement of the best collection season. 
Rupees 2,147 were spent on the construction and repair of buildings and Rs. 10,049 
on excavation and re-excavation of tanks, construction and repair of sillage 
roads, bridges and culverts, raising and repairing embankments, and damming 
and deepening khals. The total outlay (Rs, 12,196) on works of improvement 
was less than that in the previous year, because the estate passed out of the 
hands of the Court at a time when such works are carried out, The amount 
spent under this head during the entire period of management was Rs, 1,90,916, 
of which Rs. 47,529 represent the expenditure on construction and_ repairs 
of houses and the balance on the reclamation of about. 15,000 bighas of 
jungle lands, maintenance of embankments, dams and héts, excayation and 
re-excavation of 22 tanks, construction and repairs of four bridges and a large 
number of village roads, deepening three khals, and introducing the cultivation 
of potato in the Sundarbans portion of the estate. The expenditure on 
schools and dispensaries during the period under report was Rs. 500 and Rs. 693, 
seapectirey, against Rs. 601 and Rs. 823 in the previous year. he total outlay 
under these heads during the whole period of management amounted to 
’ Rs. 2,905 and Rs. 5,069, respectively. The estate maintained 15 schools and 
pathsalas and five dispensaries, two of which were established during the period 
of the Court’s management. . The health and general condition of the raiyats 
were good during the year under report. The condition of the tenants of 
~ the Jamira circle, who suffered badly from the scarcity of 1896-97, is reported 
to be improving, and it is expected that another year’s good erop will enable , 
them to recover their former position. The financial results of the Courts 
management appear, on the whole, to be satisfactory. After payyng off liabili- 

_ ties to the extent of Rs. 46,151 due at the commencement f the Courts’ 







I . 
dan a Rs. 35,000 in all, Rs, 1,78,604 were 
- investe 1 promissory notes and lands, Rs. 7,215 wero paid to the 
ward on ithe release of the estate, and there was a cash balance of Rs. 4,121 
to the of the estate in the Treasury on the 31st March 1899, The ward’ 
nj good health during the year. He continued his studies with his tutor, 
is said to have made fair progress in English. Also he received a course 
of training in zamindari management. At first the management of the estate 
was not very successful, but since the appointment of the present manager, 
Babu Durga Das Bose, it has gradually improved. He is an experienced and 
careful officer, and managed the estate with great energy and efficiency. 

78. The total demand of the Sridharpur estate in eas was Rs. 8,69,769, 
of which Rs. 7,57,827 represent the arrear balances due at the commencemerit 
of the year. The increase in the arrear demand is due to the fact that a large 
amount of arrears was first ascertained during the year from papers obtained 
from certain dismissed and abscouding naibs, after taking legal steps against 
them. Rupees 86,956, or 77°6 per cent. vf the current demand, were realised 
during the year, against 82:8 per cent. in the previous year, and Rs. 2,56,304 
were remitted, under proper sanction, leaving a balance of Rs. 5,322,626 out- 
standing at its close. f 


* * * * * * * 


XIX.—EXOISE. 


80. The following statement shows the exdise revenue realized in the 
Division during the years 1897-98 and 1898-99 :— 
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' There was a net increase of £42 licenses, with a corresponding increase in 
the revenue, amounting to Rs. 1,25,838, due to increased consumption of excise- 
able articles and favourable, settlement .of shops, indicating that the countr 
has recovered from the effects of the famine of the preceding year, in whic 
the revenue declined to the extent of Rs. 1,01,668. : 
"81. The table below shows the revenue derived from each exciscable 
article during the past two years :— 
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83. Salt—There was no change in the protected area in the two sali- 
ferous districts in the Division, viz., the 24-Parganas and Khulna, nor was 
their any incident requiring special notice. ; 

The table below compares the consumption of salt in the two districts 
during the past two. years:— y 






. c 
1,51,468 | 1,78,092 26,624 
e+ | 1,12,908 | 1,24,807 11,899 


Total ...| 2,64,876 |. 3,02,899 | 38,593 


24-Parganas 
Khulna 





There was an increasé in the quantity of salt sold in both. the districts. 
The Collector of the 24-Parganas reports that the increase. was mostly contri- 
buted by certain thanas of the Sadar and Diamond Harbour subdivisions, where 
the salt preventive staff did good work by keeping an efficient check upon illicit 
manufacture, and that it was also partly due to the successful Vigilance kept 
over the local illicit manufacture of salt, and partly to the improved condition 
of the people owing to a good harvest. The increase in Khulna is reported to 
be due to good harvests, and to careful vigilance on the part of the poli 

84. The table below shows the quantity of salt confiscated and the fines 
and forfeitures realized, and the rewards granted in each of the two districts :— 







Quantity of salt con- Fines and forfei- 
fiseated— ves realized —" 






Mads. -s, c. | Mds. s, c. 


81 82 13 | 167 0 8} 
§ 20 1 5 82.10 


87 12 14} 172 83 23 








24-Parganas .., 
Khulna aan 


Total sas 







There was a large increase in the bare! of salt confiscated in the 
24-Parganas, attributable to the detection of a large number of cases by the salt 
revenue officers. The variation in the quantity of salt confiscated in Khulna 
is slight. It is ed that the rewards in the cases brought up by the salt 
revenue officers will be adjusted by the Assistant Commissioner of Sal ‘Revenue, 
and have not been paid from the ict of the 24- . In Khulna Rs, 25 
were disbursed to informers, &c., as rewards, against Rs. 101 paid in the pr 
ceding year. The falling off is explained by the fact that no reward was 
granted for detection of cases of illicit manufacture of salt, as no such case 
_ occurred during the year. 
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The institutions increased in both the districts, The salt revenue officers 
were given powers to arrest offenders in the # te under report, hence the 
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XX.—STAMPs, 
86. The following table shows the 


istics of the stamp revenue in thi: 
ompared with those of the preceding 





The sales of stamps in each district are shown below :-— 


Total 


1897-98, 1898.99, 

_ Rs. Rs. 
..  27,16,726 24,832,010 
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There was an increase in the revenue from Court-fee stamps in every dis- 
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88. ‘The following table shows the demand, collection and balanes of 
income-tax in the several districts of this Division, including Calcutta, during the 
year 1898-99 :— 


P t a 
o Aes wii. Haga 





‘ 93, The average incidence of the tax, excluding Calcutta, was one rupee 
to 27 persons as compared with 28 persons in the preceding year. In Calcutta 


the incidence was one rupee to every 4 persons or the same as in the previous 
year. The tax continues to be as unpopular as ever. But the people, aware of 
the impossibility of getting any relief, are becoming more and more accustomed 
to it, and there was no open indication of discontent, 


* * * * * . , @ 


XXIII.—RAILWAYS AND OTHER PUBLIC WORKS, 


98. Railways.—In the 24-Parganas, 109°6. miles of the Eastern Bengal 
State Railway and 32 miles of the Bengal Central Railway were open for traffic 
during the year. The proposal to construct a light feeder railway from 
Changipur to Taki vid Basirhat was considered by Messrs. Barry and Company, 
‘and they now contemplate the construction of a broad gauge line. The align- 

ment is to pass from Chandipur vid Daskhinhat, Chan ana, Itadipur, Joypur, 
Soladanga and other villages to Taki. The Ranaghat-Krishoager ight railway 
in Nadia was opened on the 4th April 1899. The Azimganj-Nalhati branch of 
the East Indian Railway is the only line open in the district of Murshidabad. 
The extension of the riverside sidings-of this line has been completed, Survey 
is now being made for the construction of a new line seme, the Ranaghat- 
Ganges-Katihar Railway, which is to pass through Nadia and Murshidabad. No 
new railways were constructed in Jessore or Khulna. As re orted last year, a 
survey for a line from Kishanganj to Magura vid Kotchan pur was made, and 
another survey was completed during the year from Bongaon to Chandpur, 
but nothing (apart from correspondence) has since been done to.carry out either 

t, > ‘ 


ect. 
99. Embankments, drainages, stuices, §c.—In the 24-P, a sum of 
Rs, 26,430 was spent in maintaining 216} miles of schedule D embankments 
inst Rs. 18,914 in the previous year, There are 71 drainage and irrigati 
uices, of which 48 are maintained Hd Government, 4 by the Osleutta 
Corporation, and 19 by the zamindars. T'wo retired lines of embankment have 
been sanctioned during the year under re viz., one at Jahanabad and the 
other at Doorbaberia. Two si vented irrigation sluices, one at Ahmedpur 
amd the other on the Kawratolla khal were taken in hand ing the year. 
Nine cuts were allowed in embankments for drainage and eight for irrigation. 
Besides these, three cuts were made surreptitiously, In Murshidabad the 
Bhagirathi embankment was maintained in proper order. A sum of Rs 62,883 
was expended towards the construction. of a retired line cf embankment at 
pana 2m ‘The work was commenced in 1897-98, and is expected to be 
_ completed during the current year. In Jessore some petty repairs were made 
by the Local Board of Magura to the embankment which exists along the bank 
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of shat to protect the town from flood. A small embankment was 
constructed by Government in khas mahal Protapkati, in the distriet of Khulna, 
for the protection of et the encroachment of salt-water. 

100, Butidings—No — of any importance were constructed during 
the year in the 24-Parganas, Nadia, or Murshidabad. In Jessore a pucka 
building was constructed by Government for the subdivistonal office and 
Court at Narail at a cost of about Rs. 14,000. A dispensary building was 
constructed at Mollahat in Khulna at a cost of Rs, 638. The Government 
buildings at Berhampore and Jessore were repaired during the year. 

101, Sanitation, water-supply and miscelianeous publie improvements.—The 
District Board of the 24-Parganas ded Ks. 2,784, against Rs. 6,693 in the 
previous year, on water-supply. Of this sum, Rs. 2,356 were spent in the 
excavation or re-excavation of tanks at Rahuta, Dattapukur, Srikrishnapur and 
Bankipur, and Rs. 116 in sinking wells at Gauripur and Deyganga, A sum of 
Rs. 2,779 was spent in making sanitary arrangements for the Saugore and 
Harwa melas. The District Board of Nadia expended Rs. 1,728 in the construc- 
tion and repair of wells. An expenditure of Rs. 1,613 was incurred in 
Murshidabad in re-excavating three tanks and sinking nine wells. In Jessore 
Rs. 719 were spent in sinking or repairing wells and making other sanitary 
improvements. The District Board’of Khulna spent Rs. 1,699 for the exeava- 
tion of three-tanks and undertook the completion and feneing of a number of 
tanks excavated at the time of the scarcity in the Satkhira subdivision at a eost 
of Rs. 4,099, but the whole work was not sai ag within the year. A 
further sum of Rs. 282 was spent by that body for the maintenance of the 
existing tanks, 





XXIV.—COMMUNICATIONS, 


102. Roads,—Provincial roads to the length of 853 miles were maintained 
by the District Board of the 24-Parganas at a cost of Rs, 72,398, the average 
expenditure per mile being Rs. 848, against Rs, 751 of the preceding year. 
The condition of these roads is satisf . The maintenance of 150 miles of 
district roads, metalled and bridged, cost Board Rs. 59,398, or Rs. 895 
mile, against Rs. 354 in the previous year. These roads are generally in Die 
order. A sum of Rs. 18,872 was spent in maintaining 3074 miles of unmetalled 
roads, wholly or partially bridged, the average rate being Rs. 58 per mile 
against Rs. 37 in the previous year. There were also 992} miles of village 
roads maintained at a cost of Rs. 13,321. The unmetalled and village roads 
are generally in passable order. A sum of Rs, 13,481 was spent by the 
District Board on original works against Rs. 5,267 in 1897-98, and Rs. 1,187 in 
repairing platforms of some ferry ghats. In Nadia the Board’s expenditure 
on original works was Rs. 3,481, or Rs. 7,608 less than in the preceding year. 
The expenditure incurred in maintaining the different classes of district roads 
was Rs, 39,962, against Rs, 43,752; and of village roads Rs. 3,816, against 
Rs. 4,695 in 1807-98. The flood, which occurred during the year, did great 
damage to some of the metulled roads and to all unmetalled roads. A sum of 
Rs. 8,755 was spent by the District Board of Murshidabad on original works 
against Rs. 2,605 in 1897-98, Of the 1,6954 miles of roads in the ict, the 
maintenance of 24 miles of metalled and bridged roads cost the Board 
Rs. 9,709; 169} miles of unmetalled but bridged roads, Rs, 10,411; 350 miles 
of unmetalled roads partially bridged and drained, Rs. 12,414; and 898 miles 
of village roads, Rs. 6259. In Jessore a sum of Rs. 9,434 was spent in 
repairing 42 miles of Provincial roads, including inspection and dak bunga- 
lows, bridges, &c., with their establishment; Rs, 34,576 on 110 miles of metalled 
district roads; Rs. 14,277 on 366} miles of unmetalled district roads, and 
Rs. 8,164 on 296 miles of village roads. A sum of Rs. 2,765 was spent on 
original works. In Khulna there were 486} miles of district roads and 562 
miles of village roads. The district roads were repaired at a cost of Rs. 17,418, 
and the village roads, of Ks, 12,539. A sum of Rs. 15,140 was spent in 
bridging and Rs, 2,753, in constructing roads. The District Board also expended 
Rs. 3,575 in providing landing’ stages to ferry ghats. 

103, Arboriculture.—In the 24-Parganas 100 new trees were planted along 
the different roads during the year and the existing trees were maintained at a 
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against Rs. 501 in 1897-98. Among the trees planted, 
1,000 were mahogany brought from the Botanical Gardens at Sibpur. In 
Murshidabad Rs. 522, and in Khulna Rs, 221, were spent in planting and rearing 
trees on roadsides, against Rs, 145 and Rs. 275, respectively, in the previous 
year. A sum of Rs. 1,238 was spent in Jessore in planting 1,200 trees on road- 


ainst Rs. 639 in the previous year. 


104, Communication by water—In the 24 Parganas the Circular Canals 
(10 miles in length) and Tolly’s Nala, including Kawrapukur khal (37 miles) 
were maintained at a cost of Rs. 45,611, against Rs. 39,748 in 1897-98, while 
the gross revenue from tolls on these two canals was Rs, 3,68,354, against 


Rs. 4,08,017 in the previous year. 


‘Two thousand six-hundred and seventy-two 


steamers passed through the Sundarbans channel, against 2,497 in 1897-98, 


yielding a gross revenue of Rs, 13,360 in tolls 
The Bhangore khal, which was 
working order. For a few months during the 


ous year, 


, against Rs, 12,485 in the previ- 
completed last year, is now in 
year a ferry steamer of 


Messrs. Hoare, Miller and Company plied regularly twice daily between Azim- 
ganj and Berhampore in Murshidabad, but owing to the want of sufficient 
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ur during a part of the year. In Jessore an 

between Jhinkargatcha and Kapilmani. 


and Jan ip 
used to 1 
started by Babu’ Satindra Nath Rai Chowd 


@ previous year, 
and Azimganj. 
ook 


y plied twice a w 

lyan. A third steamer belong- 
passengers and goods between Calcutta 
d Khulna a steamer 
A launch service was 
» Zamindar of Satkhira, between 


Jadubpur and Satkhira, but the project fell through, as the river Betna, by 
which the route lay, was not passable at places, 
services, one between Khulna and Barisal, and another between Calcutta and 
Morrellganj. Another steamer service runs between Khulna aud Narail. 
Since the close of the year a new steamer service has been started between 
the route by the. Alaipur khal, 


Khulna and Barisal by the Atharabanki river, 


Bagerhat and Pirojpur being given up. 


* 


106. 


General.—The follow 
institutions of all classes for the 


There were two daily steamer 


XXVL—EDUOCATION, 


ing table compares the statistics of educational 
past two years: 


Crass or Lysrrrvrions. 1897-98, 1898-99, 
* . . eet 
Public Institutions— Schools. Pupil.” “Schools. ‘Pupil 
igh English 81 13,984 6, 
Secondary rT) { Meu a “ 172 18,452 168 13.000 
en Vernacular .., en aoe 214 12,728 
A pper eee 519 23, 

Primary fo Lower 3, 972 3, 125760 

Special <$ $s ee 9 275 62 856 

‘emalo oo os ive 403 9,711 410 9,883 

Total of Public Institutions  ... 5,366 199,990 6,310 201,209 

Private Institutions ‘Aine J 
; i wee 83 8 

Advanced, teaching {armnisit pgs OO 816 39 286 
Elementary, teaching vernacular only or ‘i om 

as eee mba 13 127 

Teaching the Koran only ,,, ove 12 240 6 118 

. —_ —_ _—_ ——$___ 

Total Private Institutions ~~ 110. 1,187 61 619 

Gnanp Tora «+ 6,476 201,177 6,871 201,828 


The total number of institutions, public and 


the pupils attending them increased by 651, 


from 5,866 to 5,310, thou 


201,209. 


The schools 


which gained both in 


h the pupils attending 


rivate, decreased by 105, but . 


public institutions fell off 


number and 


them rose from 199,990 to 





high English, upper primary, special and female, while bith the classes 
of middle schools as well as the lower primary schools slightly decreased. 
The private institutions decreased from 110 with 1,187 pupils to 61 with 619. 
pupils. ‘The decrease is mainly noticeable in advanced Sanskrit teaching. 

107. The statement below compares the expenditure on education during 
the past two years :— 



































Hans or Craraes. tote 

«| District | Munici- | private | moras, | Govern: | District sale | Private | seas 

ment. funds. funds, | 2urces. ment. funda, funds, | *ourees. . 

1 | 2 | 3 8 9 | 10 n 

ce f socme | A390 3.8178 | 

mn education S 5 70 ty 87,5 505,465 
Poca ditto x 64475 |“ 31,268 | 2139247 | 3.24, 756 
Female ditto 5 4, 42,413 5,159 1,776 42,481 62,030 
Special ditto 646 eh a A 546 oa 442 27,014 55,802 
Scholarships... ... see 8,034 2,308 54 a 11,074 8,201 2,669 wee re 10,858 
Buildings and furniture, &¢. 5,034 531 1,383 22,832 30,680 12,012 480 $10 21168 $4,845, 
Miscellaneous, =... a 16,458 4,909 1,818 35,083 57,708 #109 5,011 G5 86,429 46,006 
Inspection =... ae | 42,052 37,863 ae 79,024 | 43,936 | 32,001 a 75,987 
Total «| 1,90,408 | 2,61,491 | 19,788 | “7,14,070 | 10,86,708 1,97,047 | 1,48,301 | 15,688 | 7,59,870 | 11,15,740 








The total expenditure shows an increase by Rs. 31,043, owing solely to 
increased contributions from private sources. “The .expenditure from Provin- 
cial revenues decreased by Rs, 1,458, that from district funds by -Rs. 3,130, 
and that from municipal funds by Rs. 4,160. The expenditure increased 
under the heads of Secondary, Primary and Special Education and Build- 
ings and Furniture, while it decreased under the heads of Female 
Education, Scholarships, Miscellaneous and Inspection. The increase of 
Rs. 18,132 under the head of Special Instruction is said to be due to the inclusion 
under this head of such Sanskrit o/s as have adopted the Government standard, 
the expenditure on them corti in previous years been shown as a part of 
miscellaneous charges. This also accounts for the falling off in miscellaneous 
expenditure. 

108. The following statement compares the different classes of schools 
under the control of District Boards :— 
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. The number of schools under the control of District Boards increased by 
23. ‘The increase is shared by the 24-Parganas, Nadia and Khulna, while 
Murshidabad and Jessore show a falling off, chiefly in the number of lower 
primary schools. 

109, There are three colleges in this Division sending up pupils for 
Wels a examination in Arts—the Krishnugar College in 
ran enniewon. Nadia, the Berhampore College in Murshidabad, and 

the Narail Victoria College in Jessore. ‘The first two teach up to the B.A. 
Stundard, and the last, F.A, standard. A sum of Rs. 21,781 was spent in 
maintaining the Krishnagar and Rs. 3,879 the Narail Victoria College 





i 


Be 





during the year, of which Rs. 14,604 and Rs. 1,200 were paid by Government. 


The cost of maintenance of the Berhampore College amount 


to Rs. 26,446, 


of which Rs. 5,638 were met from fees, and the rest from the estate of Maharaja 


Manindra Chandra Nandi. 


The scheme for the management of the institution 


permanently by the Maharaja, as referred to in my last report, has been 
generally settled and a draft deed is now under preparation. 
110. The subjoined table compares the statisties of high English, 


Secondary education. 


High English— 
Managed by Government =... swe 
Do. by District or Municipal Boards 
Aided by Government, District or Muni- 
cipal Boards +. ove cigs 
Unaided 


Total eee 


Middle English — 
Managed by Government... oss 
Do. by District or Municipal Boards 
Aided by Government, District or Muni- 
cipal Boards... tos oes 
Unaided 


Total 


Middle Vernacular — 
Managed by Government... eal, 
Do. by District or Municipal Boards 
Aided by Government, District, or Muni- 
cipal vee toe tos 
Unaided ies own 
Total 


Granp Toran aoe 














1897-98. 
mein. ee 
Schools. Pupils. 

7 1,651 

1 388 

66 8,940 
7 8,065 
1 «18,984 
n7 9,383 
65 4,069 
172 (18,452 
1 86 

8 687 
184 11,268 
27 1,648 
220 «18,678 
473° 41,014 





The number of secondary schools and of the 
decreased by 5 and 36 respectively, that of the high En 
by 5, and the pupils attending them by 1,462. Middle vernacular schools 
decreased by 6 and their pupils by 855, and middle English schools by 4 and 


their pupils by 643. 
111. 


Primary education. 


Upper Primary— 
by Government, District or 


Municipal Boards vu es 
Aided by Government, District.or Muni- 
cipal a eas ave tans 

Unaided sen ove 
Total eve 

Lower Primary— 

Managed by Government, District or 
Municipal Boards whe tee 
Aided by Government, District or Muni- 
cipal B as, a see 

Unaided ay 
Total aw 

Granp Toran 


The number of upper 








1897-98 
ne 
“Bchool. . Pupils.” 

500 «22,918 
9 384 

509 =—«2,652 
8641 1,16,166 
431 10,278 
3,972 +7,26,438 
4481 —_1,48,090 








middle English and middle vernacular schools for 
the past two years :-— 





1898-99. 
wr apeemmrurEr sre | 
Schools. Pupils. 
. oes 1,874 
1 362 
66 9,349 
22 3,861 
86 16,446 
127 9,847 
41 2,962 
168 12,809 * 
1 97 
8 644 
187 10,850 
18 1,282 
214 12,723 
468 40,978 














upils attending them 
ish schools 


increased 


The statement below shows the statistics of primary schools for 
native boys for the past two years :— 


1898.99. 
= 
Schools. Pupils. 
509 23,200 
10 637 
619 28,787 
8,480 > 1,16,798 
871 9,957 
Sige hiht abe 
8,851 —‘1,26,766 
4,370 —1,49,498 
ier peste 


primary schools increased by 10 and their 


oe by 1,185, but that of the lower primary schools diminished by 121 
and the pupils attending them by 683. Thus there was a net decrease of 111 
in the number of primary schools but a net increase of 502 in that of pupils 


attending them. 
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112, The following table shows the different classes of special schools for 





Special instruction. the past two years :— 
1897-98. 1898-99, - 
—_—_— A —_ A 
Schools. Pupil Schools. _ Pupils. 

Pe schools for masters AM 2 ‘64 2 4h 
itto for mistresse: Se 4 145 4 143 
Industrial schools os oa 2 26 2 29 
Other schools con aoe ps 63 684 
Total 8 224 61 800 


The year under report shows a,large increase both in the number and 
attendance of special schools, owing, as already reported, to the classification of 
a number of Renskrit tols, which have adopted the Government standard, 
under this head. : 

113. The table below compares the number of girls’ schools and pupils 
as well as the expenditure incurred during the past 





Female education. two years :— ’ 
; 1897-98. 1898-99. 
‘Schools. Pupils. ere tare. ‘Bohools. Pupils. ee 
" 8. 
Managed by Government oe ase ase es oo oe 
Do. __ by District or Municipal 
Boards 1 48 224 1 45 227 


Aided by Government, District 





or Municipal Boards 366 =9,026 ~—- 60,878 369 =: 9,153 60,682 
Unaided ... Bs are 36 637 1,111 4) 685 1,180 
Total as 403 = =9,711* © 62,213 410 = =9,883t 62,039 

Girls in boys’ schools ) oF 4,076 x " $,823 te 
GRAND TOTAL “a 408 13,787 62,213 {410 13,706 62,099 


® Includes 159 boys in girlschools, = SS 
f Ditto 22 ditto ditto, 

The number of girls’ schools and that of the pupils attending them show 
some increase, the former by 7 and the latter by 172. Owing to a falling off 
in the number of girls attending boys’ schools and to an increase in that of boys 
reading in girls’ schools, the total number of female scholars in schools for general 
education diminished, being 13,424 Gnas the year under report, against 
13,634 in the preceding year, The total expenditure incurred in female 
education decreased by Rs, 174. = 

114. The following table exhibits the number of Muhammadan pupils and 

fpr le their — to the total number of pupils in 
Education of Muhammadans. the different classes of schools for the past two 
years, district by district :— a 





























1897-98. 1898-99. 
4 . 4a 4 1 om 
or q gs : >] gs 
=I a 
Ss. 

EB |42 |333| £ | 4. |434 
Disrricr. 3 a2 ane =} a4 (aS 
5 ann 82. (7) 5 ‘a ‘S*a 
E oe | Be 8 SB Pe 
cI Sa jaqge| & £43 FES 

E fa Bae) 3 Be | e3 
a Z Ay A ao A ian 

1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 
24-Parganas ... wee] 72,571 | 16,044 | 22-1 | 73,267 | 15,639 | 21-4 
Nadia as w=. | 82,752 | 8811] 269 | 83,351 9,015 | 27-03 
Murshidabad ... ve | 27,026 | 8,756) 324 | 26,460 | 8310] 31-4 
Tossore i es | 88,677 | 12,998] 33:6 | 36,407 | 18,084 | 35-8 
Khulna iss | 80,151 8,799 | 29-1 82,353 9,543 | 29-4 








55,408 | 27-5 | 201,828 | 55,532 | 27-51 





Total = 201,177 





pela 





The total number of Muhammadan pupils at school and their per 
show but very slight increase. The number of Muhammadan pupils in Pd 
24-Parganas and Murshidabad has decreased, while it increased in the other 
districts. The result is on the whole satisfactory as showing that the Muham. 
madan community is gradually realizing the gravity of their situation as a 
backward people in comparison with their Hindu brethren, 

The following ‘statement shows the results attained by Muhammadan 
candidates at different departmental examinations:—~ 



























1 897-98. 1898-99, 
a ead 8) A A 

= ea ns a. ‘ 3 
| > re reltg aj = ¢ 
§ 44814) 3.| Ze | : : 
S s a3 r=) 3 3 
Disrrict. & F bE bE - é bs ba 
a) g2)42) 2] ae | a3 
28 ak = 5 am 4 a3 as 
ou i os = a 
eo) fe | eo | ge | £3 | £2 

a p 4 pb a 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 

| 
24-Parganas a pas 6 9 W 353 
Nadia eee ore 12 15 13 2492 
Murshidabad a se 9 15 38 897 
Jessore one ont 8 20 35 304 
Khulna wee ee 8 ll 31 131 
Kt SSE Bin ae re fi 

Total Om ie 70 182 | 1,427 








The result is very satisfactory as compared with that of the preceding year, 
115. The following table shows the distribution of pupils of aboriginal 
Education of aboriginal and and cther backward races at school for the last two 












































backward races. years :— 
"High | Miaate | Primary | Gi | ‘Cat 1 
Yraa, sdhible. schools. | schools, | schools. | schools, Total. 
: pee 
1 | 2 3 | 4 | 5 | Ee 
TK teal a Cr. oc 
1897-98 Ris sak 4 72 vite 1 77 
1898-99 é 8 183 10 5 201 





It is satisfactory to note that the number of eboriginal pupils has risen 
by 124. 

116. The statistics of indigenous scholos of all classes are compared in the 
Tndigenous education. following table, district by district: — 




























































Apa ato on SANSKRIT, | Ecemenrany, Konan. 
Disraicr. Year. 

Schools, | Pupils, | sete Pupils, [sete Pupils. | Schools, | Pupils, 

—— ——_—_—___| Rem Ly 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 7 | 8 | 9 | 10 
pene rey ieee Po 32t Wee CRN sal Boe ae 2 
1897-98 Pgh rt ab a 230 232 
MPargenes wo oe nn 38 i 73 4 af 108 
187-98, ea : “ 
Nadie tr zt 1 is "ad 
Murshidebed flit of} = ‘4 s i 
1697-06, af 10 ub 136 ” 
fewer TES a etek | a 7 | NS ~ 
1 ; 
She of RS 1. | os fe it 
1897-98 oy if _—_—— — [nena far wen. oer yr) 
=f wssp9 TT] tg a He wes us 








Narail and Magura Local Boards in Jessore, and the Khulna’ and Bagerhat 
Local Boards in Khulna, held Jess than twelve meetings, the number of 
meetings held by the Jangipur Local Board, viz., five being specially unsatis- 
factory. The average attendance of members was lower in the Local Boards 
of Alipore, Krishnagar, Ranaghat, Berhampore, Kandi, Jangipur, Jessore, 
Bongaon, Jhenidah, Magura, Khulna, Bagerhat and Satkhira, 

128. The following statement shows the ordinary income of each District 
Board, including grants for Provincial works, and the expenditure incurred 
on civil works, sanitation and water-supply, medical relief and education 
for the past two years:— 














Expanpiturr on— 


Ordinary 
D ¥ includ werk | santa 
I8TRICT. ear. grant rm i nal udin g res FH on ‘Medical Primary Education Joust 
works, Ww water- relief, | oducation. pri ; 


if any. mtn supply. 


tion. 








| Rs, Rs. Rs. 











Rs Rs. Rs. Rs. 
24-Pa: 1897-98 ...| 2,569,546 | 1,72,184| 10,114 1,811 | $2,388} 12,917] 45,305 
~Farganas 7 | 1898-99 ...| 2,686,282 | 1,983,419 6,254 33,289 | 12,921] 46,210 
Nadi 1897-98 ...} 1,165,270] 70,474 1,241 1,987 | 19,272] 19/966] 32,989 
=uile "*2| 1898-99 ...| 1,24,849 | 65,843 1,728 1,656 11,768 18,606 30,440 
1897-98. 90,109 | 68,098 6.118 1,810] 16, 4,9 4465 
Murshidabad { 1898-99 3, oes | 2313 1650| 14166} 4'596'| 18-782 
J 1897-98 ...| 2,00,188 | 1,48,456 6,828 6,418} 19,629 7,118| 26,147 
ve f 1898.99 .../ 1,74,666 | 1,27,288 719 6,005 19,697 8,518 
Khul 1897-98 ...| 1,12,022 6,482 4,194} 16,764 | 12,068 | 28,832 
raeors 4 1898-99 ...| 1,11,684 6,677 17,038 | 10,094} 27,182 








The expenditure on civil works increased in the 24-Parganas, Murshidabad 
and Khulna, while it fell off in Nadia and Jessore, all the District Boards 
except Nadia have reduced their expenditure on sanitation and water-supply, 
the reduction is marked in the 24-Parganas, Murshidabad and Jessore. ‘I'his 
is not satisfactory. The District Boards of the 24-Parganas, Murshidabad 
and Khulna have spent more on medical relief than in the preceding year. 
The expenditure. on primary education increased in the 24-Parganas, Jessore 
and Khulna, while it fell off in Nadia and Murshidabad, and that on education 
other than priinary increased in the 24-Parganas and Jessore only, 


* * * * * * * 


Municipalities, 


130, There was no change during the year either in the number of 
municipalities in the Division which remained the same, viz., 40, or in their 
constitution, The elective system is in force in all the municipalities except 
Garden Reach, Titagar, Garulia, Chakdaha, Khulna and Debhata, where the 
Commissioners are appointed by Government; while in the municipalities of 
Garden Reach, Bamuipur, Santipur, Garulia, Barnagore, Chakdaha, Randi and 
Moheshpur, the Chairman is appointed by Government. At Jangipur the 
Sg Commissioners on the resignation of their Chairman, Babu Krishna 
Ballab Ray, took the wise step of getting Babu Chandra Nath Ghosh, the Sub- 
divisional Officer, appointed as their Chairman, and the results are reported to be 
already beneficial, During the year general elections were held in the. muni- 
cipalities of Cossipore-Chitpur and Manicktola, and great interest was displayed 
in choosing the representatives. There were altogether seventeen bye-elections 
held during the year, of which one failed in Kumarkhali and two in 
Murshidabad ; the vacancies were filled up by the appointment of Commissioners 
under section 16 of the Municipal Act. The following table shows the total 
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income, including balance and expenditure of the municipalities in different 
districts, as compared with the preceding year :— 


Income. Expenditure. 


Disrricr. Remarks. 


1897-98, | 1898-99, | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 





















1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 5 | 6 
Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs.’ 
24-Parganas .. | 499,900 | 5,538,892 | 4,921,547] 4,72,701 
Nadia is | 1,19,605 | 1,62,858%) 1,07,311 | 1,16,718 |*tmetutingstoun 
Murshidabad | 1,05,148 | 1,07,608 | 94,257 | °97,202 | iasen" “tom 
Tessore ole | 81,656 | 27,293 | 29,389 | 25,469 | Soum ment 
Khulna + w+] 27,041 | 82,516 | 21,008 | 25,259 | nagar’ munis 
Total ... | 7,88,350 | 8,883,497 | 6,738,507 | 7,837,749 





Increase «| 1,00,147 64,242 
Decrease... ay ee eve 











131. There was an increase, both in the receipts and disbursements, in all 
the districts except Jessore, where there was a decline in both. The increase in 
receipts is chiefly due to improvement in the collections resulting from stricter 
supervision and partly to the inclusion of the amount of the loan of Rs. 28,000 
a tae by the Krishnagar Municipality for the improvement of the drainage of 
the town. The rise in expenditure is a natural consequence of the improve- 
ment in the receipts. The following statement shows the number of meetings 
held in each municipality during the past two years and the average percentage 
of attendance of Municipal Commissioners at each of them:— 








._ .. | Average percentage of = 
sce ied attendance at onal 
Name or Montoirauiry. or Remarks, 





1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 


Oossipore-Chitpur ais 380 26 64:7 | 
Maniktala sed oe 15 24 613 
Baranagore ae dy 14 17 714 
South Suburban .., on 17 14 83:3 
Rajpur sce ay 10 16 69°0 
Baruipur saa Ae 24 19 66:2 
Joynagore es ss 16 16 56°2 
South Dum®Dum cue 14 3 66-0 
North Dum-Dum He 18 23 67'8 
South Barrackpore ies 16 13 517 
North Barrackpore Ay 13 8 61:02 
Barasat ss Me 17 15 63-0 
Naihati eae Ai 18 18 61:1 
Gobardanga’ ont ll 9 51:5 
Basirhat Seo aes 20 17 ~ 60°0 
Baduria ae. oe 14 16 52:08 
Taki oe as 16 12 88:8 
Titagar ihe as 16 16 569 
Garulia roi us 12 13 pe ONL 
Garden Reach ... te 12. 9 65:2 
. Krishnagar naa sak 19 15 63:1 
peotiper. Hi Re zi 33 =e 
Ranagha one at 30 06 
Nadia aaa a 16 15 49°3 
Kushtia : ans su 48 27 178 
Kumarkhali ee Re 23 17 84-7 


Meherpur oy ae 16 20 88:1 









Average percentage of 
attendance pnt 














held in— 4 
Name or Monierrariry. meeting. Remanks. 
1897-98. | 1898.99. | 1897-98. | 1898.99. | 
Birna eat me ee 12 50:8 43°9 
Chakdaha ee abe 16 20 45:0 310 
Berham tee ay 17 20 466 40°8 
Murshidabad cae das 22 vw 56:9 458 
Jangipur ree oe 1 13 83:3 416 
Kandi hen ae 22 ll 59-09 50°9 
Azimganj see en 21 21 466 41:2 
Jessore ee eee 14 21 51:2 59-1 
Kotechandpur ... ass 21 25 42:8 47°5 
Moheshpur coe at 22 18 59°69 58°3 
Khulna wes eae 20 20 383°5 33°5 
Satkhira Ree en 16 15 63:1 54-1 
Debhatta ae i 19 20 50:0 44:6 


/ 


132. In 18 out of the 40 municipalities, the average percentage of 
attendance was over 50, against 25 municipalities showing such a percentage in 
the year 1897-98 and 21 and 13 in the two preceding years, The result is 
therefore not satisfactory when compared with the figures of the preceding 
years. The percentage was specially high in the municipalities of Cossipore- 
Chitpur, where it was 76°6, and Krishnagar, where it was 73°3, The lowest 
percentage was again attained by the Kushtia and Ranaghat Municipalities, 
where the percentage was 17-0 and 29-3, respectively, against 17°18 and 28:06 
of the preceding year. The following are some of the important works of 
improvement executed by several of the municipalities during the year. In 
Cossipore-Chitpur 5,039 feet of 2”-pipes were laid, nine hydrants erected, four 
standposts purchased, nine platforms constructed, and sundry stores, fittings, 
é&c., supplied for the maintenance of the water-supply system at a total cost of 
Rs. 2,902. Roadside nikasi drains were constructed in different parts of the 
town to the extent of 3,407 feet at a total cost of Rs. 4,871. Certain fair- 
weather roads received the first coat of metal during the year at a cost of 
Rs. 1,187, and particular attention was paid to busti improvement and sanitation, 
In Manicktola 2,598 feet of filtered water-pipes were laid and six additional 
hydrants provided at a cost of Rs. 2,017 ; 2,017 feet of patent stone saucer 
drains were constructed at a cost of Rs. 2,166, and an office building with an 
outdoor dispensary has been started and is fast approaching completion at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 12,600. In Berhampore, the water-works for the supply 
of filtered water to the residents were nearly completed by the end of the 
year, at a cost of about rupees two lakhs and-a-half, given by the late Maharani 
Surnomoyi. The water-works have since been completed and opened by His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor on the occasion of his recent visit to 
Berhampore. 

* * * * * * om 


134, The remarks recorded by me in the previous year’s report still 
generally apply. The only satisfactory feature in the municipal administration 
during the year is the improvement in the matter of collection due to special 
pressure put by me upon the Municipal authorities. Want of supervision and a 
general reluctance on the part of the municipal executive to resort to coercive 
measures, caused by the fear of becoming unpopular, and consequent laxity 
in the observance of the rules, still prevail, but the constant issue by me of 
orders and circulars and the close watch kept by myself and the Magistrates 
on their working have produced the improvement indicated by the figures, 
particularly in some important municipalities which are most backward in this 
respect, such as Krishnagar, Santipur, South Suburban, etc., etc. To enforce 
ries paar af in this res I thought it fit to establish a system of a sliding 

e of punishments and rewards for bad and good collections. It remains to 
be seen whether this system will prove effective. 1 bave been strictly enforcing . 
the said system and expect. to show better and more satisfactory results in 
next report, 









* * . Tiiban: Sagiron nami on 7 Kgitinte: 
XXXII.—POST-OFFICES AND TELEGRAPHS. 
136. The subjoined table shows the number of post-offices and the number 
and mileage of the mail lines during the year under report :— 


Nomser or Post- Mats Lawes: 


OFFICES, 





The number of Imperial post-offices increased in all the districts except 
Jessore, where it remained stationary. The increase in the 24-Parganas is 
considerable, being from 65 to 87. “There was nochange in the number of 
zamindari post-offices in any district. The mail lines increased by one in 
number in each of the districts of the 24-Parganas and Nadia; in Murshidabad 
and Jessore the number remained the same as in the previous year, while in 
Khulna it decreased from 43 to 18. There was alarge decrease in the 
average mileage in the 24-Parganas, Nadia and Khulna. 

137. ‘The following statement shows the number of letters, etc., received 
for despatch and issued for delivery during the year :— 


Number of letters. Number of letters, 
Dreraior. ote., in 1897-98,” ete., in 1898.99, 
24-Parganas tee ess =12,915,474 14,030,198 
Nadia <i ve =: 643,456 6,273,094 
Murshidabad ie s+ (Not given) (Not given) 
Jessore nee a5 772,980 4,948,916 
Khulna otis »« (Not given) (Not. given) 


138, The statement below shows the working of the general telegraph 
offices during the past two years :— 





N aeae ot of oo post and | Messages sent, M ived. 














Disrnicr, Pee Pics) eames) eer eer eee a A 
~ 1897-08, | 1898.99, [a | ax 1897.98. | 1898-99, 
1 
24-Parganas one. hap = ape 
Munbidetaa 
Khum = aa Adare Ns 





139. The number of combined post and telegraph offices i dedi: dieteict 
remained the same as in the preceding year, The m $s sont ‘in Nadia, Jessore 
and Khulna and those received in the 4-Parganas, ‘Nadia re i 
in number, A Seleatapiie line has been constructed between Basirhat and 
shea It is reported to be com Pe a will be opened soon to the ‘ake’ 

‘will reduce, in some respect i ties of rapid unication wii 
Satkhira, as noticed in my inet repoet : se = 








" 


The relations between the District Boards in the Division and the Educa- 
tion Department continued to be cordial. There was no friction between them. 
The suggestions made by the officers of the Education Department were | 
ages! accepted. The Chairman of the District Board of the 24-Parganas 

as, however, in a representation to the Director of Public Instruction protested 
against the elimination of mensuration and zamindari and mahajani accounts 
from the Lower Primary Scholarship examination. 1 agree with his views . 
in the matter, as the subjects are of vital importance to the children of the 
masses. 





XXVII.—DISPENSARIES AND HOSPITALS, 


117. There were 66 dispensaries and hospitals in the Division, or one 
more than in the previous year, ,the dispensary at Mollahat in the district of 
Khulna having been newly added to the list. “The following statement shows 
the number of dispensaries in each district and the number which receive both 
indoor and outdoor patients or outdoor patients only :— 














| Number of dis- 


. +__|Number of dispen-| Total number 
Disrnict, Tag both in and| ries recoiving | of 
| out-patients. | Ut-patients only.| dispensaries, 


A Nap 2 3 | 4 








24-Parganas 10 20 380 
Nadia ... 6 5 ll 
Murshidabad 6 2 8 
Jessore 4 5 9 
Khulna 3 5 8 

Total eee 29 37 66 





118. In the 24-Parganas the number of dispensaries remained the same as 
in the previous year (viz., 30). It apes that the Sambhunath Pandit Hospital 
in Bhawanipur, the Alipore Police Hospital, and the Alipore Reformatory 
School hospital have been excluded from the list, while the newly opened 
dispensary at Budge-Budge and the dispensaries at Maniktala and South Dum- 
Dum, which had been erroneously excluded from previous lists, have been 
added to the list for the first time. No explanation Cu been submitted by the 
Magistrate as to why the three first-named dispensaries have been excluded from 
the list. The most important hosmituls in this district are the Sagore Dutt hos- 
pital at Kamarhati and the North Suburban Hospital at Cossipore, the number 
of in-patients treated in them being 731 and 490 soepeng rays and the number 
of out-patients 13,556 and 7,745. Among the outdoor dispensuries, Chitpur 
stood first, the number of patients treated during the year being 11,011, Nimta 
second, the number of patients being 8,682, and Chetla third, the number being 
6,132. Moet of the dispensaries show a falling off in attendance, partly owing 
to the ag te? scare, which specially affected the dispensaries in the suburbs of 
Calcutta during the months of April, May and June, and partly owing to the 
improved healthiness of the year. The dispensaries at Barisa, Baruipur and 
Taki were badly managed. The ea a of the last-named dispensary 
has been taken over by the District Board from the 1st April 1899, 

In all the dispensaries in the district there are arrangements for waiting 
rooms for females. The total income of the dispensaries was Rs. 58,241, of 
which the municipalities contributed Rs, 17,743, the District Board Rs, 2,479, 
and Government Rs. 3,952. The balance Rs. 34,067, was met from private 
subscriptions, endowments, ete. The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 56,562. 


ele oa 





at Bhowanipur and Dullunda and the Campbell Hospital at Sealdah:— 








Average number of Cost ineurrred by 
patients treated daily. | Government. 








Name or Instirvuzion. 
| 1897. 1298. 
1 4 | 5 
Rs Rs. 
Bhowanipur Lunatic Asylum AF 37 36-9 21,192 20,809 
Dullunda ditto hey aoe 246°7% 2183 32,061 26,696 
Campbell Hospital ace tee 5138 5528 | 1,21,893 | 1,55,279 


120. In Nadia the most important dispensaries are those at Krishnagar, 
Meherpur and Kushtea, the number of indoor patients treated in them being 
806, 24, and 70, respectively, and outdoor patients 8,084, 4,499 and 38,918. 
Among the outdoor dispensaries Ula or Birnagar stood first, the number of 

atients treated in it being 4,706, and Chuadanga second, the number of patients 

eing 3,928. The total attendance in the dispensaries rose from 38,978 to 
42,171. The income of the dispensaries amounted to Rs, 13,660, of which the 
largest portion, viz., Rs. 8,535, was contributed by municipalities, Rs. 1,710 
by the District Board, Rs. 244 by Government, and Rs. 8,171 were met from 
private subscriptions. The total expenditure was Rs. 12,682. Besides these, 
there are seven private dispensaries, of which the Church Mission Society’s 
dispensary at Santirajpur afforded relief to 7,532 ‘outdoor patients. The 
Ranaghat Medical Mission under Mr. James Monro, c.8., late of the Bengal 
- Civil Service, also maintains a dispensary where a large number of both 
indoor and outdoor patients is treated. The others are (1) the new dispensary 
opened by Mr. Monro at Kaliganj, about 3 miles from Chakda; (2) the Natuda 
dispensary maintained by the Paul Chandhurries of that place; (3) the Nistarini 
dispensary at Meherpore maintained from the assets of the property set. apart 
for the purpose by the founder, Nistarini Gupta, and (4) the Munshiganj 
Garrett Choritable Dispensary maintained by local subscriptions. 

121. In Murshidabad the Girish Chandra Hospital at Kandi continues to 
do useful work, the number of in-patients being 257 and out-patients 13,059. 
The Berhampore and Murshidabad dispensaries treated 514 and 229 in-patients 
and 11,189 and 13,761 out-patients. The Arnakali Zanana Hospital, which had 
been maintained by public subscriptions from the beginning of the year under 
review, was closed from the lst October 1898, as it was not considered to 
answer the purpose of a Zanana Hospital for want of suitable arrangements. 
The Berhampore Municipality having promised to entertain the services of a 
qualified lady doctor, the savings effected and the residue of subscriptions 
collected and promised were devoted to erecting a female ward in the Berham- 
pore dispensary compound. The total income of the dispensaries in the district 
was Rs, 25,473, of which the municipalities contributed Rs 10,103, the District 
Board Rs. 1,180, Government Rs. 1,142, and the balance, Rs. 13,048, was met 
from private subscriptions and endowments. The total expenditure was 
Rs. 24,968. There are three private dispensaries, one at Islampur and one at 
Lalgola, maintained by the local zamindars, and one at Saidabad, maintained 
by the late Rai Mukunda Lal Burman Bahadur. ‘These dispensaries are well 
managed and supply a want felt by the people in the parts of the district where 
they are located. The last-named dispensary has done good work, and has 
been of great benefit to the poor. 

122. In Jessore the dispensaries at Jessore, Magura, Narail and Kotchand- 
pur afforded relief to both indoor and outdoor patients, and the rest to outdoor 

tients only, There was an increase in the number of indoor patients in the 
essore dispensary alone and decrease in all others. The number of outdoor 


ot 





119. The following statement shows the working of the Lunatic Asylums | 





patients increased at the Narail and oe dispensaries, but decreased in 


all others. The total income of all the nsaries during the year was 
Rs. 9,554, of which the municipalities paid Rs 8,651, the District Board 
Rs. 3,232, Government Rs. 928, and the balance, Rs. 1,743, was met from 
private subscriptions. Tho total expenditure was Rs. 9,528. ‘There was besides 
a dispensary maintained by the Narail zamindars at Rupganj Bazar, Narail, 
under the superintendence of an Assistant Surgeon, 

123. In Khulna the dispensaries at Khulna, Bagerhat, and Satkhira 
afforded both indoor and outdoor relief and the rest outdoor relief only. ‘The 
attendance of patients has increased considerably in all the dispensaries except 
those at Satkhira and Bagerhat. The total income of the diibeneatios was 
Rs. 9,936, of which Rs, 2,396 were contributed by the municipalities, Rs. 4,415 
by the District Board, Rs. 612 by Government, and the balance, Rs. 2,512, was 
met from other sources. Aimost the whole of the income was expended during 
the year. Besides the above, two dispensaries are maintained by private 
individuals, viz., one at Nakipur maintained by Rai Hori Charan Kai Chau- 
dhury Bahadur, the zamindar of the place, and the other at Morrellganj by 
Maharaja Durga Charan Law of Calcutta. 


XXVIII.—LIBRARIES. 


124. As reported in previous years, the public libraries in this Division 
are neither numerous nor important. Inthe 24-Parganas there is no public 
library worthy of mention. In Nadia there are six libraries:—(1) The Livers 
Thompson Library at Ranaghat, which exists only in name; (ii) The Ranaghat 
Students’ Library, which is intended for students and the local public, for whom 
a reading-room is available every afternoon; (iii) the Vinapani Library at 
Harodham; (iv) the Issur Chunder Gupta Library at Kanchrapura ;(v) the 
library attached to the Santipur High School, which is supported by the Muni- 
cipality, and (vi) the library at Meherpore, maintained by the Mallik Babus of 
the place, which is reported to contain about 700 books, The only library 
in Murshidabad, known as the Berhampore Public.Library, is senaitialls a book 
club. During the year under report the building in which the publi¢ library 
at Jessore was located was sold for want of funds to maintain it and the proceeds 
held in the Savings Bank to the credit of the library. It is reported that the 
amount of local subscription is too small to maintain a librarian anda peon, and 
though attempts were made during the year to increase the number of sub- 
scribers, they were unsuccessful. The pleaders, who represent the reading public, 
do not care much for this library. The Government school at Jessore has a 
small library attached toit for the use of the teachers and pupils of that institu: 
tion. The civil officers and other members of the European community at the 
sadar station have a club in which English journals are imported from England. 
Besides these, there are two other libraries, one at Magura and the other at 
Kalia, which are maintained by local subcriptions. As stated in the last year’s 
report, there are several small libraries at Satkhira, Sripur, Magura, Khesra and 
Bagerhat, maintained by funds locally raised. A small library has been opened at 
Kukrul during the year. The Khulna Library depends on monthly subscriptions 
and donutions paid by the public. The district and the subdivisional libraries 
are reported to be in good order. 


* * . * * * * 


XXX.—LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


126. The year,under report was the thirteenth of the operation of the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act, III of 1885, in this Division. There was 
on change in the constitution of the 5 District Boards or the 22 Union Commit- 
tees. The Local Boards were reconstituted towards the close of the year, the 
number of Local Boards having increased from 19 to 20, owing to the 
re-establishment of the Chuadanga Local Board. The following statement 







shows the number of meetings held by each District and Local Board ‘at the 
average attendance of members at each meeting :— panties 


District Boards, 





at each meeting. 












































Districr. St ads eB DS leisy pe ty, 
1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1897-98. | 1895-99, 
1 | 2 | a | 4 | 5 
24-Parganas § | 15 12 16:8 15° 
Nadia’ ey 18 15 12:8 13-0 
Murshidabad ia 9 6 12:2 10:0 
Jesore sui 20 a3 * 159 13-9 
Khulna en 12 18 105 88 
Local Board’s.. 
ee As 
Number of meetings | Average attendance at 
held. each meeting. 
Disrricr. Name of Local Board. —e 
1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1897-98. | 1898-99, 
1 | 2. | 
Alipore hour 7 12 2 76 67 
‘ jjamon arbour ... 6 4 56 62 
24-Parganas «.- )| Baracat ae eT 16 7-0 82 
Basirhat ay 12 8 35 4:2 
(| Krishnagar rs 9 » 8 4:2 40 
Meherpur Po 3 8 41 50 
Nadia +e | Kushtea ‘ 8 ll 41 4:2 
: Chuadanga Pa: ee aa tn =a 
(} Ranaghat ede ll 58 48 
Berhampore ‘ 5 9-2 53 
Murshidabad “| Kandi re 7:3 55 
Jangipur 5-7 36 
Jessore 49 4:2 
‘ Bongaon 69 41 
Jessore a Jhenida 50 3-0 
| | Narail 54 68 
\) Magura 53 5:0 
Khulna 57 50 
Khulna = 60 55 
Te. 50 





127. The egitee gg mg, 2 ew all the District Boards except Khulna 
fell off during the year. The District Toad of Murshidabad held only six 
meetings as against nine in the previous year, The Chairman explains that as 
there is considerable cost i travelling allowance to be incurred, snasings are 
not called unless there is business to be transacted. The average attendance 
_of members at each ary wed lower in all the districtsexcept Nadia, where 
it slightly improved. The Boards in the districts of Nadia and Murshi- 
dabad, the Basirhat Local Board in the 24-Parganas, the Bongaon, Jhenidab, 


= 7 ee 7 FRE EET TALLY | oh TE PE 
Bieri waar iia es ray 4 ‘ res 
«tie by eae ie Hee wt NA 
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FAIRS. 


148, The-most important fairs held in the 24-Parganas are the Ganga- 
sagar mela, Pir Gora Chand’s mela and Ghazi Saheb’s mela. The Gangasagar 
fair, which is a Hindu bathing festival, lasted from the 12th to the 14th 
January, the number of persons who attended it being 24,500, against 40,000 
in the preceditig year. ‘Te decrease in the number of pilgrims is due to the 

lague scare, Sanitary and conservancy arrangements were as usual made 
by the District Board. A hospital with a dispensary in charge of a Civil 

ospital Assistant was provided. There were 93 cases 0 dyspepsia, diarrhoea 
and fever, which were all successfully treated, and five cases of cholera, which 
ended fatally. Pir Gora Chand’s mela was held at Harwa in the Basirhat 
subdivision and Ghazi Saheb’s mela at Bansra in the Sadar subdivision. The 
number of pilgrims attending’ them amounted to 90,000 and 25,000 respectively. 
Sanitary arrangements were made partly by the District Board and partly by 
‘the owners of the lands, The arrangements made in the latter feir were not satis- 
factory. The principal fairs held in Nadia were the Ras Jatra at Santi ur’, 
the Dol Jatra at Ghosepara, and the Pat mela at Kulia. The Gan mela held 
at Navadwipa may also be noticed as important. The number of persons 
‘attending yma fairs aggregated 25,000, 50,000, 15,000 and 16,000 respec- 
tively. Sanitary and conservancy arrangements in these fairs were made 
either by the local municipalities or by the owners of lands in which the fairs 
were held. In the Gan meia at Navadwipa they were made by the Navadwipa 
Lodging-house Committee. There was no outbreak of ¢ olera or other 
epidemic disease at any of the melas except one case of cholera at the Ghosepara 
mela, which was cured. ‘The Municipal fairs in Murshidabad are the Tulsi 
Bihar mela at Raghunathganj and the Kapileshwar mela at Saktipur, each 
lasting for nearly a month, and the sneioae of persons attending daily are 
_ mie 5,000 respectively. No fair of any importance was held at J essore 
or Khulna. 


* * * * * * * 
FERRIES, 


147, The following statement shows the income from ferries under 
Government, under the District Boards and municipalities in this Division for 
the past two years :— 



































ee - = _ 
Income from | Income from | Income from 
Disrricr. Year, Government | District Board] Municipal Remarks. 
ferries. ferries, ferries. 
1 | 3 | 8 | 4 | 6 | 6 
Se eA ESE TAR Fea eae a, SR aS opie OF iS |e) - 
> Rs. Rs. me 
1897-98 uacay 20,224 489 
24-Parganas wf 1898.99} > 21,590 8.581 
Nadia { 1897-98 23,780 8,268 Nil 
nit { 1898-99 v4 brie i fo -'s 
Nase 1897-98 794. ’ 0,97 
Murshidabad —...{) te9n-ps a4 S199 Bate 
1897-98 as 9,17 42 
Jessore Va { 1848-99 a 7860 212 
1897-98 x , 44 
Khulna od] 00g |. . 8,661 44 
Total whe { 1897-98 27,574 48,326 14,924 


1898.99 26,044 49,369 12,223 








———. 


‘There has been a net increase of Rs. 1,043 in the income of ferries under 
the District Boards, The increase is shared by the 24-Parganas, Murshidabad 
and Khulna, while Nadia and Jessore show a decrease. 


« 





* * * * * * * 
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XXXVI—CONDUCT OF ZAMIN DARS. 


152. As reported last year, none of the principal zamindars in the district 
of the 24-Parganas reside on their estates. They manage their estates through 
local agents who are generally not well disposed towards their tenants. The 
Collector, however, reports that the behaviour of the zamindars of his district 
during the year under report was on the whole good, and that no case of 
oppression was brought to his notice during the year. The principal resident 
zamindars of the district are the Mukerjis of Gobardanga, the Chaudhuris of 
Baruipur and the Mandals of Bawali. The Chaudhuris of Baruipur evince a 
keen interest in the welfare of their tenants, An unfortunate quarrel, which 
broke out between the brothers of the Gobardanga family, led to the institu- 
tion of criminal proceedings under section 107 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
but the Subdivisional Officer of Barasat succeeded in effecting an amicable 
settlement. Towards the end of the year, however, a bad riot took place 
in the Basirhat subdivision. Among the non-resident zamindars, the heirs of the 
late Babu Prosad Das Dutta, the Manager of the Shovabazar Raj Estate, 
Maharaja Bey Krishna Deb Bahadur, Rai Manmatha Nath Mitter Bahadur 
and Maharaja Durga Charan Law treated their tenants well. The Dhankuria 
zamindars of Basirhat are reported to be model zamindars. They maintained a 
high English school, a Sanskrit fo/ and a dispensary entirely at their own cost 
and were always ready to subscribe to any works of public utility. In Nadia, 
excepting the Maharaja, there are very few landlords of any standing. Most of 
them are absentees or new men of comparatively low caste who, it is reported, 
think more of squeezing all they can out of, their tenants than of improving 
their estates. The utbandi system, which is prevalent in most parts of the 
district, is a source of great oppression in the hands of such men. The Maha- 
raja of Nadia is a mild landlord, generally kind and considerate towards his 
tenants. Minor acts of oppression committed by the local agents of zamindars 
are by no means rare, though it is difficult to establish the complicity of the 
zamindars in them by direct evidence. But, as the Collector reports, thera can 
be no doubt that they are really responsible for such acts, as they must be per- 
fectly well aware that the pittances they dole out to their servants are quite 
insufficient to support them, and that they are certain to supplement them by 
illegal exactions from the raiyats. In Murshidabad the Nawab Bahadur con- 
tinues to keep up his reputation for liberality and loyalty towards Government. 
Notwithstanding the heavy expenditure incurred by himin repairing the damage 
done by the earthquake of June 1897 to the palace and other Nizamat buildings, 
he is always found ready to subscribe to deserving objects. The Maharaja of 
Kasimbazar, Manindra Chandra Nandi, who got his title in the year under report, 
is reported to be an intelligent landlord likely to maintain the traditions of the 
Raj by his already well known liberality. He is bearing the remaining cost of 
the Berhampore water-works. Rao Jogendra Narayun Rai of Lalgola is a rich 
and liberal zamindar who has given about Rs. 10,000 for a tank and a public hall 
in Jangipur, and is about to construct a landing ghat in Gorabazar. He keeps 
up a private dispensary.” Raja Ashutosh Nath Ray, lately under the Court 
of Wards, has ee made a Raja during the year. he Hon’ble Raja 
Ranajit Sing Bahadur of Nashipur is said to have rendered good service to 
Government as President of the Lalbag Bench during the early portion of the 
year under report. The other zamindars of the district who have been 
favourably mentioned are (1) the late Rai Makund Lal Burman Bahadur, 
(2) Rai Setal Chand Nahar Bahadur, (3) Rai Manilal Nahar Bahadur, (4) Babu 
Charu Krishna Majumdar of Islampur, (5) Rai Budh Sing Dudhuria of 
Azimganj, (6) Babu Dwarkanath Chaudhuri of Nimtila (Jangipur), (7) Munshi 
Ziilar Rahaman of Talibpur (Kandi, (8) Chaudhuri Keramatulla of Salar, 
(9) Munshi Mehdi Hossein of Sijgram and (10) Babu Bhagobati Charan Ray 
of Jangipur. Mr. Egerton reports that on the whole the attitude of the 
zamindais of Murshidabad is loyal towards Government and good towards their 
tenants. In Jessore the principal zamindars in the Sadar subdivision are (1) the 
members of the Chanchra Raj family and (2) the Ramnagar Ghosh Chaudhuri. 
No instance of oppression on their raiyats was brought to notice during the 
year. In Narail the principal zamindars are non-residents who manage their 
affairs through local agents, and the police and the Magistracy there have to be 
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on the alert to keep these agents from oppressing the raiyats, In Magura the 
rincipal zamindars are the Rajas of Dighspetia and Naldanga, the Narail 
bus and Mr. ‘Tweedie of Madhupur in Jhenida. To curtail expenditure 
the Raja of Dighapatia abolished a charitable dispensary at Bunagati which 
was doing good work. The Raja of Naldanga is said to take interest in the 
welfare of his tenants. He contributes liberally towards the maintenance of a 
charitable dispensary and a school, and gave a sum of Rs, 150 towards the 
construction of a public latrine in Magura town in the year under report. 
In the Jhenida subdivision the. principal zamindars are the Narail Babus and 
the Raja of Naldanga. It is Taped that cases of oppression by the agents 
of the Narail Babus occasionally come before the authorities and are suitably 
dealt with. From a memorial submitted to Government by some raiyats 
complaining against the malpractices and other acts of oppression of Bihari Lal 
Sarkar, the naib of the Narail Babus at Sabdalpur, it appears that the man 
has not been removed from their service though it was reported last year that 
the man had been remoyed. The Magistrate has been asked to report on 
this. In the Bongaon subdivision the principal zamindars are Babus Hari 
Charan Bose, Girija Prasanna Mukherji of-Gobardanga, Kali Prasanna Ghosh 
of Calcutta, Jogendra Nath Maulik and Sir Maharaja Jatindra Mohan Tagore, 
Bahadur, k.c.8.1., of Calcutta, Babu Kumar Nath Ray of Krishnagar and 
Babus Radharaman end Kishori Mohan Shaha of Pabna. ‘he relations 
between the raiyats and the landlords in the Jexsore district were on the 
whole satisfactory during the year. The Magistrate speaks very highly of the 
services rendered by Mr. Shirreff on the Sinduria concern and of his acting 
manager, Mr. Macdonell, in assisting the Subdivisional Officer of Jhenida in 
settling and deciding disputes, the raiyats preferring to have their cases 
dectaedl by Mr. Shirreff in bis zamindari cutcherry rather than go to the trouble 
and expense of coming to subdivisional head-quarters. In Khulna almost all 
importaut zamindars are absentees, having local agents to manage their affairs. 
The Collector reports that these agents are on the whole law-abiding and none 
of them had any serious friction with the tenants. Of the resident zamindars 
the most iy are (1) Rai Hari Charan Chaudhuri of Nakipur in the 
Satkhira subdivision, and (2) Srimati Kamal Kumari Chaudhurani in the 
Bagerhat subdivision. The former maintains a charitable dispensary, has 
recently come forward with a large donation for the Khulna charitable 
dispensary and is well spoken of: the latter is not favourably regarded. Of 
the non-resident zamindars, the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Chunder Madhab Ghose, 
who has zamindaris in the Satkhira subdivision, helped his tenants dwing the 
last scarcity and deserves mention. 


XXXVII.— GENERAL REMARKS. 


153. The year under report was not of an eventful or unusual character like 
the one which preceded it. Owing to a sufficient and well distributed rainfall, 
there was generally a bountiful harvest which enabled the people, in a large 
measure, to recover their lost position of comfort and prosperity. The general 
health of the public was satisfactory, and no disease appeared in any of the 
districts ot this Division in an epidemic form, excepting in Jessore, where the 
public health suffered in the rains and early part: of the cold season. The 
plague which reappeared in Calcutta in October last and which, it was feared, , 
might break out in an epidemic form with all its virulence in the districts of 
this Division, happily did not appear in any of the districts excepting in the 
24-Parganas and Nadia, where a few sporadic cases occurred. 
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RESOLUTION ON THis REPORT OF “TEE BOARD OF REVENUE ON THE 
LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION OF THE LOWER 
PROVINCES FOR THE YEAR 1898.99. 

REVENUE DEPARDMENT—LAND REVENUE. 

a Caloutta, the 17th November 1899. 

| RESOLULION—No, 4014L.R. 








ee. REap— A oa 
' The Report of tke Board of Revenue on the Land Revenue Administration of ‘the 
fe Lower Provinces for the year 1898-99, 


The Report was submitted to Government ‘with commendable punctuality 
on the 15th August. 
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Couteciion or Lanp Revenue. 


2. Financial results—The current - demand on account of the land 
revenue in Bengal for the past five years is shown below :-- 
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1.—Permanently-settled estates ..,| 9,22,61,898 | 9,22,89,626 | 9,99,02,286 8,23,03,784 | 3,98,19,810 

11.—Temporarily-settled estates... 28,21,520 28,365,046 28,94,880 29,17,553 81,65,981 

III.—Estates held direct by Govern. 34,84,498 86,25,890 35,56,897 86,96,820 89,02,484 
ment. ; " a 
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9 « Total --+| 8,86,67,861 | 8,86,48,461 | 3,87,63,063 | 3,89,18,167 | 3,03,68,276 





There was an increase in the total current, demand of Rs, 4,70,118. Tho 

increase in class I was due to the transfer from class II of certain estates in 

E Chittagong which have been declared not liable to Te-assessment. That in 

eae class il was due almost entirely to the recent settlements in Orissa, and in 

f class III to various petty revisions of rent roll, and to the increase in the dhaoli 
hi: rents in Gaya. . Pet 

“ 8. The demands, collections, and balances of land revenue for the same 

period are shown in the following table :— 
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85,09, 86,741 ; 10,418 | 16,87,880 
cao | Ras (atti | bate ea 
86,409,356 apace 18,21,146 | 2,98,026 | 15,40,779 
12,524 | 3,92,96,929 | 1,03,860 | 12,621,906 | 2,89,185 | 15,00,129 






4. Collections, baiances, and remissions.—The total demand increased by 

Rs. 6,92,537 in comparison: with that of 1897-98, and the total collections 

ik by Rs. 6,47,584. The remissions, however, exceeded those of the previous year 

K by Rs, 44,596, and so the total balance at the end of the year had only increased 

by Rs. 357. The percentage of arrear collections went down from 80°86 to 

76°39, though absolutely they increased by a lakh. ‘The total balance, arrear 

and current, outstanding at’ the close of the year represented a percentage of 

3°77 on the total demand as compared with 3°84 in 1897-98. Of this, 94-0 per 
cent. was good and recoverable, 
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Of the total amount of land revenue remitted during the x no less than 
Rs. 1,89,793 related to estates held direct by Government. e remissions of 
grace, amounting to Rs. 1,832,264, wereconsiderably higher than in the pre- 
ceding year, when they had been granted to the extent of Rs. 18,580 only 
They were sanctioned mostly in Chittagong (Rs. 1,22,846) on account of the 
serious damage done by the cyclone and storm-wave of the 24th October 1897. 
The remissions under this pane in other districts were, as usual, allowed to 
tenants of Government estates on account of failure of crops and of the death, 
desertion, or poverty of the raiyats. The remissions of right amounted to 
Rs. 39,511 as against Rs. 1,20,452 during 1897-98, und were chiefly due to 
diluvion, release of estates to private zamindars, and acquisition of land for 
public purposes. The nominal remissions rose from Rs. 10,222 to Rs, 22,075, 
of which Rs, 15,095 were in Backergunge alone. 

- Permanently-settled estates.—Out of a total demand, current and arrear, 
from estates in class I of Rs. 3,27 ,89,770, the sum of Rs. 8,24,08,541 was realised. 
The percentage of the collections on the demand, after excluding from the 
demand sums the recovery of which was in suspense, and adding to the collec- 
tions sums realised but not credited during the year, amounted to 99°21 per cent. 
as against 99°11 in the preceding year and 99:21 in 1896-97. The current 
collections fell short of the standard of 99 per cent. in 14 districts, of which 6, 
however, collected more than 98 per cent. The districts which collected less 
than 98 per cent. of the current demand were Jessore, Noakhali, Palamau, 
Ranchi, Sloeaitarper Manbhum, Chittagong, and Darjeeling. In Darjeeling, 
excluding a demand of Rs. 474, the true balance was nil. In Jessore Rs, 13,782 
were due from the Sridharpur Ward’s Estate for the last two kists of the 
year, owing to a temporary stoppage of collections during change of manage- 
ment. A sum of Rs, 2,455 was recovered shortly after the close of the year. 
In Noakhali a sum of Rs. 11,107, out of the total balance of Rs. 11 ,169, was 
due from Chakla Bamni, which has been purchased on behalf of Govern- 
ment but has not yet been settled. In Palamau and Ranchi the balances 
were less than Rs. 1,000. Of Rs. 29,115 due in Muzaffarpur, Rs. 5,869 
were paid during the year, but could not be brought to credit before its close, 
and Rs, 15,464 were on account of the last kist of the year, for which no 
coercive measure could be taken within the year. In Manbhum the entire 
balance of Rs. 3,165 was due from the Patkum Encumbered Estate. In 
Chittagong the balance of Rs, 38,698 was due to the effects of the cyclone and 
storm-wave of October 1897, 

The realisation of the arrear balances was less than 99 per cent. in 17 
districts. In four of these the collections exceeded 98 per cent., and in six the 
arrears were trifling. Out of the total arrear balances of Rs. 46,199, no less 
than Rs. 33,788 is outstanding inthe Patna Division, the largest defaulter 
being, as last year, the district of Shahabad (Rs, 27,442). Itis explained 
that much of this amount is under recovery by the Certificate Procedure, 
because, when the estates were offered for sale in'some instances there were no 
offers or but very low ones. This explanation is not understood, and a special 
report on the subject will be called for. Balances of over Rs. 1,000 were also 
due in the districts of Noakhali, Saran, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Malia, and 
bhum. 

Collections, generally, both of the current revenue and the arrear balances, 
were excellent, 

‘The total amount of land revenue remaining due from wards’ estates at the 
close of the year ‘was Rs. 56,652, a sam more than double that of lust year. 
The balances in Jessore and Back ge were due from the Sridharpur estate 
owing to the circumstances stated above. In Burdwan, Rs. 11,472 were 
due from estates belonging to the Burdwan Raj, and will be adjusted against 
the payment made by the Raj for other estates, These arrears were 
perl Wh the iry into the Burdwan tauzi frauds. Rupees 9,770, out 
of the total balance of Re. 0776 in Shahabad, was due from the Mahula estate, 
the reason assigned for its failure to pay being lack of funds. The explanation 
ean scarcely be accepted as a final one, seeing that a similar default has 
occurred in each of the two preceding years and steps must now be taken 
to prevent a recurrence. In Duleagone Rs. 7,213 are due from three 
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Wards’ estates which incurred serious loss in the cyclone and storm-wave 
of October 1897, In Saran steps are being taken by the Collector to 
separate accounts in all estates in which the Wards hold shares, In Muzattar. ; 
ur, of Rs. 4,186 due, Rs. 3,364 were paid up within the year, but not credited 
fore its close. In Patna, the delay in the payment of the balance (Rs, 2,206) 
was due to the sudden death of the General Manager. 

6, Temporarily-settied-estates.—The total demand, current and arrear, from 
temporarily-settled estates amounted to Rs. 34,93,772 as against Rs. 31,99,444 
during the previous year, and the total collections to Rs. 81,55,544 in com- 
parison with Rs. 28,78,277 in 1897-98. The percentage of total collections 
on the total demand was 90:31 as against 89-96 in the previous year and 91:08 
during 1896-97. The. results of collections in each subdivision of this class 
we the year under report, as well as for the preceding year, are given 

elow :— 
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Private estates leased to farmers a | 1897-98 84-81 
i 1898-99 84:47 | 86°43 , 84:74 
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Government estates leased to farmers for | 1897-98 88°53 76°52 82-29 
periods, © 1898-99} 84-09 70-09 81-62 
1897-98 | 90:29 | 8656 | 89-06 

Total as { 1898-99 | 91-07 83-07 90°31 








The epee of collections shows a slight improvement in classes II (2) 
and (6), and a falling off in class IL c), the general result being somewhat 
better than that of the previous year. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor regrets that 
he cannot speak of the collections in tem orarily-settled estates in the terms 
he has used about the permanently-settled districts. For a year of good 
harvests the collections were distinctly bad. Had the deficits occurred in the 
newly-assessed areas in Orissa, there might have been some excuse, but the 
worst occur in districts where there is practically no explanation, except the 
laxness of the collecting officers. If an assessment is unfair, it ought to be 
revised; but so long as its fairness is not impugned, its payment in ordinary 
seasons must be required with precisely the same .punctuality as is properly 
insisted upon in all other business matters. In compliance with the orders issued 
by Government last year, the Board have submit separately a report as to the 
best means of improving collections in Government and private estates leased to 
farmers, and orders have now been’ passed by Government, which will, it is 
hoped, effect an improvement, “it fie 








__ In the last two Resolutions, Burdwan, Dacca, Hooghly, and Faridpur were 
referred to for failing to collect 50 per tent. of the current demand in 
private estates leased to farmers. The two former have dropped out of this 
year’s list, but Midnapore has been added. 
The current collections in the districts of Bankura, Muzaffarpur, Dar- 
ee and Bhagalpur in the case of Government estates let out in farm 
e 


also fell short of 50 per cent. The standard.of 95 per cent. fixed for current 
collections in temporarily-settled estates of all classes, was reached or exceeded 
in 17 districts only, of which 4, namely, Birbhum, Chittagong, the Sonthal 
P as, and Manbhum, reulised their demands in full. Of the large balance 
of Rs. 99,295 in Puri, Rs. 98,329 are due from the Kotdesh Estate which will 
be taken under direct management, the proprietor having refused sottlement, 
Tn Midnapore, Khulna, Backergunge, and Shahabad the outstanding balances are 
also large, as in the previous year. The collection of arrears was specially poor 
in the case of Government estates leased to farmers in the district of Shaha- 
bad (11°19), of private estates similarly held in Gaya (19°44), and %f estates 
settled for periods with proprietors in Dacca (33°78). 

7. Estates held direct by Government,—During the year under report there 
were altogether 2,817 estates held direct by Government, of which 2,578 
were owned by Government as proprietor and 239 were private estates under 
Government management. The current demand increased from Rs. 36,96,820 
to Rs. 39,02,484 and the total demand from Rs. 45,29,909 to Rs. 47,57,376, out 
of which Rs, 87,382,854, or 78°46 per cent,, were collected and Rs. 1,89,793 
remitted, leaving an unrealised balance of Rs. 8,34,729, or Rs, 25,499 less than 
in the previous year. 

e general results are compared below with those of the previous year in 
each subdivision of this class :— 
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1897-98} 8045 | s8e02 | 80-77 

Managed for proprietors... ve { 1898-99 8962 | 77:84 | 88-01 
(2) 

hed 1897-98 79°19 76:26 78°66 

Owned by Government as proprictor .., { 1898-99 79:83 | 6511 | 77-09 


| 1807-98 | 7937 | 7715 


coe 1898-99 81-12 66°32 





The percen of current collections on the current demand increased and 
that of ener caieenons on arrear demand decreased under both headings, the 
net result being that the percentage of total collections on the total demand fell 
from 78:96 in the previous year to 78'46 in the year under report. The stand- 
ard of 90 cent. for current collections in both classes was reached or 
exceoded in 18 districts as compared with 14 in 1897-98, while in four other 
districts as compared with one in the previous year it was exceeded in one class 
of estates only. : 








The results were very poor in Patna, where tho percentages of current 
collections on the current demand were only 19°17 in the case of estates 

for proprietors and 65-46 in that of Government estates though stpicustie of 
these shortcomings are not given. In Jalpaiguri, the Lieutenant-Governor has 
again to notice the existence of very heavy arrears, which amounted to 
Rs. 1,638,625, the percentage of current collections on current demand having 
also fallen off from 62°96 to 56°31. It is, however, observed that the arrear 
collections were satisfactory. With a view to improve collections, the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor has recently approved the Board’s proposals that, in case of 
default, the jotes of middlemen who pay more than Rs, 20 as rental should be 
subjected to sale under Act VII (B.C.) of 1868, and that the certificate 
procedure should be used for the recovery of arrears only in the case of actual 
cultivators paying Rs. 20 or less. He is, however, disposed to agree with the 
Commissioner that the short collections are due, in essence, to bad manage- 
ment, ‘The system of oflicering these estates appears to be radically defective, 
and, in consultation with the Commissioner, an alteration of it is now being 
arranged. In Balasore and Palamau, which had been unfavourably noticed in 
the last two years, collections still continued to be poor, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor is disappointed to find that the Board of Revenue have ascer- 
tained and given no reasons whatever for the failure. From another source, 
it is gathered that in Palamau the supervision exercised by the tahsildar 
was lax. In both districts the Board are requested to see that decided improve- 
ment is made in the current year. In Chittagong, out of a total current 
demand of Rs. 5,35,446, Rs. 1,50,701 remained unrealised in consequence of the 
cyclone and storm-wave of October 1897. Arrear collections were worst in the 
districts of Midnapore, Dacca, Backergunge, Chittagong, Shahabad, Monghyr, 
Bhagalpur, and Puri, and the Board will doubtless give their special attention 
to the progress of recoveries in these districts. 

8. Miscellaneous Revenue.—Out, of the total collections under the head of 
Miscellaneous Revenue, nearly three-fourths, amounting to Rs. 7,58,776, were 
on account of the large recoveries of survey and settlement charges, principally 
in the districts of Muzaffarpur, Champaran, and Saran. The Board have satis- 
factorily explained the balance which remained at the close of the year. 

9. Sale of Government lands.—During the year under report, 42 petty 
Government estates with an area of 441 acres were sold subject to a revenue 
fixed in perpetuity of Rs, 1,199. The price realised was Rs. 3,987. 

10. Particulars of estates held direct.—Particulars of estates held direct by 
Government, classified by Divisions, and showing the demands, cost of manage- 
ment, and total collections during the year are given below:— 
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In seven districts, namely, Birbhum, Bogra, Pabna, Tippera, Noakhali, 
. Gaya, and Shahabad, as against 11 in the previous year, the cost of manage- 
ment exceeded 10 per cent, on the current ‘demand, the standard aimed at 
being 6 per cent. é Me Bein Ooms 
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11. Road and Public Works Cesses.—The following table shows the 
demands, collections, remissions, and balances on account of the road and 


ublic works cesses during the year under report, as compared with the figures 
or the two preceding years :— 
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Rs. Rs Rs. Rs. Rs Rs. 
1896.97 ++ | 86,61,682 | 17,24,415 | 1,08,80,097| 86,16,072 99°4 | 17,91,576 . 172 63,268 
1897-98 «+» | 89,656,309 | 17,82,878 | 1,07,38,687 88,71,693 990 | 18,756,440 17°4 81,813 
1898.99 +++ | 90,388,886 | 18,60,441 10,8,99,82. 9,06, 445 99°6 | 19,07,444 175 66,005 





The increase in the current demand is due mainly to the partial revaluations 
of the districts of Mymensingh, Backergunge, Tippera, Rangpur, Dinajpur, 
Rajshahi, and Manbhum, and by the increased assessment of coal mines in the 
district of Burdwan. Both the cesses were levied at the maximum rate of one 
anna in the rupee in the 43 districts in which Act IX ( B.C.) of 1880 is in forces: 
99°6 per cent. of the current demand was realised during the year under 
report as against 99 in the previous year. In 27 districts the current collections 
were below 90 per cent. on the current demand, and in 12 districts the propor- 
tion of arrear collections to the demand was below 80 per cent. ‘The aggregate 
collections were higher in amount than in any preceding year, and the percent- 
age of collections on the current demand was also higher than in 1897-98. 

12. . Remittance of land revenue and rent by means of money-orders—= There 
was an increase in the number of money-orders issued for the payment of 
revenue and cess from 193,011 to 198,746, and in the amount covered by them, 
from Rs. 18,06,484 to Rs. 18,29,360. The system continues to be popular 
among owners of petty estates, but the owners of large estates prefer to make 
_ payments through their agents. The largest numbers of orders as in last year 
were sent in the districts of Chittagong, Hooghly, Faridpur, and Dacca. 

The following table gives the available statistics of the working of the 
system of payment of rent by money-orders during the last five years :— 
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1894.95 us 40,834 6,87,371 13,772 | 1,485,695 
1895.96 at 43,708 6,20,097 14,503 1,59,890 
1896.97 “pi 50,488* 7,40,526* 14,C70* 1,73,724* 
1897-98 Sas 51,865" 7,12,973* 11,295° 1,£2,116* 
1898-99 w. | 60,484 7,67,913 10,137 1,238,952 
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* These are tho corrected figures, 





It is reported that oe the system is resorted to only when there is 
bad feeling between the landlord and his tenants, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
does not conceal bis regret that the system is spreading. 
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13. Operation of the sale laws—The working of the sale laws during the 
last five years is shown below :— HMR 


“| Number of 








The number of estates sold (1,070) represents only about -06 per cent. of 
the total number of estates in Bengal (1,81,095). The prices realised by: sale 
rose from 6:07 to 8°6 times the revenue demand on the properties sold. Out of 
443 appeals preferred to the Commissioner against sales, 68 were successful, 
and recommendations for the annulment of the sales were made to Govern. 
ment in 18 cases on the ground of hardship. 

Defaults were most-numerous in Shahabad (5,292), Saran (1,862), 
Chittagong (1,705), Cuttack (1,692), Muzaffarpur (1,351), Darbhanga 1,069), 
and Mymensingh (1,009). In Shahabad, asin the preceding two years, the sale 
law appears to have been worked with undue leniency, and though, as compared 
with 1897-98, there was a decrease in the number of defaults and an increase in 
the number of sales, yet 36°8 per cent. of the total number of estates and shares 
on the revenue-roll in this district defaulted, and the proportion of sales to defaults 
was still us low aus 8 per cent, ‘lhe land revenue collections of this district 
are as follows :— 
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Only in class Il ‘a) (current) was the Board’s standard reached; and, in the 
absence of explanations, this cannot but be considered very unsatisfactory. 
The Lieutenant-Governor desires the Board to insist, in the absence of special 
cireumstances, on the adoption of a stricter observance of the sale law in future 
in Shahabad, Saran, and Mesataryar. 

There were excessive deluys in holding salés for arrears of each kist in - 
Chittagong, Patna, and Puri. The Lieutenant-Governor is'glad to find that the 
Board have in their Circular No. 2 of March 1899, issued orders with a view 
to improve the observance of the rules relating to the dates of holding sales. 

In order to check frauds in the tauzi departments of Collectorates, the 
Government is now considering a “a8 to entertain, under the supervision 
and control of the Accountant-General, Bengal, a small establishment. to be 
deputed by the Board, without previous notice, to audit the accounts of those 
districts in which heavy balances of land revenue are reported. 

14. Working of the Public Demands Recovery Act 1 (B.C.) of 1895.— 
The following statement shows the number of certificate cases instituted and 
disposed*of during the year under the different classes of public demands :-— 
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There was a not increase of 38,541 in the number of certificates filed. 
The increase is shared by all classes, except IIL and IV, and is most marked 
in class V, ‘‘ Cesses,” class VII, ‘All other demands,” and class II, ‘‘ Arrears of 
rent due to Government,” being 24, 144, 7,415, and 6,855 respectively. ‘lhe 
increase under class V, which is shared by all Divisions except Rajshahi and 
Bhagalpur, and the increase in class II, are said to be due largely to better 
supervision and partly to greater strictness in enforcing demands after the effects 
of the famine had passed away. The Board remark that the order sanctioning 
the entertainment by Collectors of extra establishment on a sliding scale for 
the Certificate Department, which was given effect to from the lst April 1898, 
largely contributed to the increase in the number of certificates issued, The 
increase under class VII is due to the issue of certificates for the recovery of fines 
under the Land Registration Act, of advances under the Land Improvement and 
Agriculturists’ Loans Act, and of costs of partition and survey and settlement. 
The proportion of certificates disposed of to the total number for disposal 
decreased from 71'3 per cent. in the previous year to 68°6 per cent. The 
number of certificates filed for the realisation of water-rates shows a 
steady and satisfactory decline from year to year. The proportion of cases 
disposed of was highest in the Orissa Division and lowest in that of Burdwan. 
In the Resolutions of the two preceding years, the unsatisfactory state of the 
certificate work in the Burdwan Division was noticed, and unless a very marked 
change for the better takes place in all the certificate offices of this Division 
during the current year, the Board are desired to submit in July next a report 
showing what measures they would propose to ensure the long-needed 
improvement. During the year under review the disposals fell short 
of the institutions in all the districts of this Division, although the percentage 
of cases pending over six months decreased from 49°5 to 89°9, and the number 
of disposals increased in Birbhum, Bankura, and Hooghly. Compared with 
the total number of cases for disposal, the number pending over six months at 
the end of the year were in Hooghly 21 per cent., in Burdwan nearly 23 per 
cent., and in Bankura not quite 27 per cent, figures regarding which any 
comment would be superfluous. It is noted that the corresponding figures 
for Muzaffarpur are 13 per cent. and for Saran 15°6 per cent. which are not 
satisfactory. 

15. Compulsory measures for realisation.—Of the cases in which the 
demand was realised, 29-8 per cent. were disposed of on issue of notice, 51:3 
per cent. after attachment of property, and 3:2 per cent. after actual sale; the 
corresponding figures in the previous year were 29-2, 50°6, and 2:8 per cent. 
In Chittagong post-curd notices were issued without much effect. ‘The 
number of persons imprisoned for non-payment of public demands increased 
from 22 to 52, of whom 37 were released without payment of the debt. 

In the Resolution on last year’s report, the Board were asked to enquire 
and report on the working of section 21 of the Public Demands Recovery Act; 
and the opinions of the various District Officers and of the Board are now before 
Government. ‘he conflict of views is pronounced, but the Lieutenant-Govern- 
or is disposed to agree with the Board that the section as it stands is a source 
of weakness, and should be amended. Before, however, taking action in that 
direction, His Honour will ask for the Board’s opinion as to what measures are 
Poe for the purpose of improving the presert state of road-cess collec- 
tions. ‘There is manifestly something seriously wrong when, in one year, in 
a district protected by natural advantages from the vicissitudes of the seasons, 
there are as many as 17,000 certificates in existence for the recovery of a cess, 
the incidence of which has been familiar now for many years; end His Honour 
emphatically refuses to acknowledge such a state of things as due to anything 
else than deliberate dilatoriness on the part of the persons from whora the tax 
is due. It is impossible to believe that so many landlords of that district are 
unable to pay the sums due;and one perfectly legitimate inference is that the 
methods which the law now puts at the disposal of District Officers for the 
realisation of the cess are, so far a8 ensuring promptness, insufficient, and 
require consideration as to the changes needed. 


ADMINISTRATION OF Lanp Revenue. 


16, Management of Government estates—The grant at the disposal of the 
Board, calculated at the rate of 94 per cent. on the collections for the 
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management of Government estates during the year, and for miscelluneous and 
sanitary improvements in connection with them, amounted to Rs. 4,94,000: the 
expenditure incurred is shown below :— ‘ 


eee 























Allotment, | Expenditure, Allotment, | Expenditure, 
1898-99. 1898-99. | 1897-98, 897-98. 
1 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 
Grant of — Rs. Rs Rs. Rs. 
(2) Management proper... (a)2,45,414 |) (| (a)2,42,664 
(4) Sanitary improvements... 4.94,000 (b)1,11,273 | > 4,71,579< | (6) 60,316 
(c) Miscellay cous aud agricul fla 1 (e) . 75,288 |) | (1,388,089 
tural improvements. |) 

Total ane 4,94,000 4,231,925 4,71,579 4,41,069 








Out of a total allotment of Rs. 2,138,267 made by the Board under the 
last two heads, the amount expended was Rs. 1,86,511 only, leaving a saving of 
Rs. 26,756. The largest savings were in the cs oe Division (Rs. 9,583), the 
Patna Division (Rs. 5,154), the Chittagong Division (Rs. 3,530), and the 
Bhagalpur Division (Rs. 2,667). 

In the two preceding years the Lieutenant-Governor had occasion to notice 
the failure to make a full use of the funds available for improvements on 
these properties, and in the Resolution of last year the Board were requested to 
submit a special report explaining the difficulties experienced in giving effect 
to the wishes of Government in this matter. In their present report the Board 
have furnished explanations in regard to each Division, and they recommend 
for general adoption the proposal of the Commissioner of Rajshahi that a 
programme should be made of *the agricultural and sanitary improvements 
necessary in each district during a series of years. The Lieutenant-Governor 
accepts this very obvious and proper recommendation, and desires that a 
programme of works for each district may be prepared every five years under 
the directions of the Board. The programmes for the five years 1900-1901 
to 1904-1905 should be drawn up and settled during the coming cold weather 
camping season. The Board also point out that the end of the official year 
comes just at the time when wells should be sunk and tanks dug or re-excava- 
ted, and they suggest that sums allotted should lapse affer the 30th June, 
instead of after the 31st March, but considcrations of accounts prevent, the 
Lieutenant-Governor is informed, the acceptance of this suggestion. ‘The 
grant of 1 per cent. on collections made over to the Director of Public 
Instruction for educational purposes in connection with Government estates 
amounted to Rs, 57,980, but the amount actually spent was Rs. 62,023, the 
excess expenditure being paid by the District Boards and from other sources. 
The 14 per cent. grant on roads and communications amounted to Rs, 56,188. 
In the Resolution of last year, it was observed that although separate accounts 
in respect of this grant are not kept, there should be no difficulty in ascertaining 
what roads in connection with Government estates are maintained by the 
District Board and what sums were spent upon them during any particular year, 
and the Board were accordingly desired to furnish further details in future, In 
their present report the Board have furnished detailed information to the 
extent pobis; but they do not think that the District Boards should be 
required to consider the exact situation of khas mahal estates in deciding 
what roads should be made or repaired, views, in which the Lieutenant- 
Governor concurs. The special allotment for agricultural and sanitary improve- 
ments, amounting to 3° per cent. on collections, yielded Rs, Lt 473: ; the 
expenditure amounting to Rs. 1,26,628. The subject of introducing new 
staples and improved agricultural machinery will be dealt with in the Resolu- 
tion on the report of the Director of Land Records and Agriculture, Bengal. 

17. Inspection of accounts,—The usual inspections were made of the 
registers and accounts of the Government estates, but no material irregularities 
were brought to light. The revised rules of management issued by the Board 





in their Circular No 8 of January 1897 appear to have worked well, and 
to have been generally observed. 

18. Condition of the raiyats—The condition of the raiyats on the Govern- 
ment Estates improved with the generally good crops of the seasons subsequent 
to the famine. Local causes injuriously affected them in Midnapore ; and the 
effects of the cyclone have not Sa isappeared from Chittagong. 

e 


19. Survey and settlements.—'!’ survey and settlement work in the 
Province generally has as usual been separately reviewed in detail for the 
year ending 80th September 1898 in Government Resolution No. 1315, dated 
28th March 1899. 

In Government and temporarily-settled estates 118 original settlements, 
4,162 resettlements, and 220,summary settlements were completed during the 
year, with a net increase of revenue, amounting to Rs, 4,77,676, due chiefly to 
the Orissa settlements. 

In the usual forecast of increases of revenue expected from revision 
of settlements and other causes for the six years ending 1902-1903, a total 
increase of Rs. 6,55,644 was anticipated in the demand of the year under 
review. The causes of this difference are explained by the Board, the principal 
reasons being— 


(a) in place of Rs. 4,42,500, the estimated increase in the revenue of the 
temporarily-settled estates in Orissa, a minimum increase in 
the revenue of about Rs. 3,50,000 was obtained ; aud 

(6) in Chittagong the revision of the rent-rolls yielded an increase of 
Rs. 17,519 less than the forecast ; 

(c) failure to complete the year’s programme. 


20. Land Registration:—The following statement shows the total number of 
interests registered under initial registration in each division from the com- 
mencement of the operations, the number of interests registered under section 
42 up to the end of the previous year since the completion of land registration 
proceedings, and the percentage of the number of interests registered during 
the year on the total number of interests registered up to the end of the 
previous year:— 































rT TT 

HH E af et mum ‘Domive ral. | r 
PEM) 2 i 
poet Eee 3 «= |? 

Drvisrow, TEAS HL i 
Bro £ J Ld 
ated | aa a 13 lg 
]a ae | G aa 
|B | BR] E S| 2 |e 
1 | 2 8 | 4 | 7 8 9 
Burdwan, 60,056 3,493) 87 
Presidency... | 66,084 2,305) 1°8 
Rajshahi es 2,219; 36 
pi abel Rane 9,054) 40 
Chittagong oe 8,825) 32 
Patna per 20,959; 3's 
Bhagalpur 4,306) 3°7 
Orissa i 6,406 | 97 
Chota Nagpur ... "229/) 99 
“1976 | 80 


There was a decrease of 1,327 in the number of applications for mutations 
filed; and in the number of cases disposed of a dectease of 8,618. This 
reluctance of new proprietors to register their names, is not a gratifying feature 
im the report. The re-writing of Register D of intermediate mutations has now 
been completed in 33 districts. yar 

21, Partitions. —On the passing of Act V (B. C.) of 1897, which came 
ato force on 8th December 1897, revised rules and instructions were issued for 

® guidance of officers employed on the partition of estates, in supersession 


4 
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of those issued under the old Act VIII (B. C.) of 1876. Partition work is of 
coe great importance in the three Divisions of Patna, Bhagalpur and Dacca, 
an 


the statistics of the cases instituted and disposed of there. are given 
below :— 









Pending at clese of— Instituted during— 


Division, 


1896.97, | 1897.98. | 1807-95, | 1898.09, 1897-08, | 1898-00, | 1807-98, | 1898.00, | 1898-99, 
1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | b | 6 | 7 | 8 9 10 
« 56 32 58 
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The number of cases instituted decreased in the Patna Division by 92, in 
Bhagalpur Division by 24, and in the Dacea Division by 106 ‘The dis- 
posals showed also a falling off in each of the three Divisions. The large 
decrease in the Patna Division is stated to be mainly due to settlement 
proceedings, for when a district is undergoing survey and settlement new 
batwara cases are not taken up till the record-of-rights is completed. In 
Monghyr the decrease in disposals is attributed to the fact that in preceding 
years delivery of possession of separate estates under section 123 of Act VILL 
( B.C.) of 1876 used to be made un the expiry of 60 days after confirmation of 
the partition by the Commissioner ; while during the year under report, delivery 
of possession has, in accordance with the Board’s Circular Order No. 5 of Feb- 
ruary 1898, been refused until after recovery in full of partition-fees and stamp 
duty. No less than 157 applications were struck off under section 11 of. the 
Act. The audit of the Monghyr Batwara accounts was completed during the 
year, and from the scrutiny of this and several other district Batwara 
accounts, the Board have concluded that general professional audit is not 
necessary. 

The average cost per acre of partitions completed during the year varied 
from Rs. 2-1-102 in Malda to Re. 0-2-2 in Bhagalpur; and explanations 
of the variations noticed in the different districts have been furnished. The 
lowness of the charge in Bhagalpur was due to the partition work being mostly 
based on settlement papers. The cost of a partition, and the time occupied in 
completing it, are very much in the hands of the parties; still, in the absence 
of any special reason, the Lieutenant-Governor cannot but regard the protrac- 
tion of proceedings over twelve and fifteen years, as in Monghyr and Shahabad, 
as a sign. of weak administration. It is presumed that the Board inform 
themselves in regard to cases of this sort, and issue orders to ensure their 
acceleration. 

22. Land Acquisition.—During the year the Board confirmed the 
proceedings connected with the acquisition of 3,080 acres at a cost of nearly 
six lakhs. The details appear from the list below :— 
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The average cost per acre amounted to’ Rs. 194, or omitting costly pro- 
jects, to Rs, 125. The corresponding figures of the previous year were kis. 164 
and Rs. 129. The most important railway projects in progress at the end of 
the year are the Sultanpur-Bogra-Kaliganj and the Rajbari-Faridpur extensions 
of the Eastern Bengal State Railway ; extensions of the Bengal-Duars Railway 
in ag pe and Rangpur, and the Santarabari extension of the Cooch Behar 
State Railway; the Mymensingh-Jagannathganj Railway; the Jharia Branch, 
the Howrah-Santragachhi Section and the Shalimar Branch of the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway; the South Bihar and Mogulsarai-Gaya Railways; tne 
Segouli-Raxaul, the Bettiah-Bagaha, the Hajipur-Katibar, and Sakri-Jainagar 
extensions of the Tirhut State Railway; and the wgustzepling of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway line from Ballygunge to Naihati. Important projects 
for the improvement of the town of Calcutta were in progress, 340 acres bein 
taken up, for which Rs. 6,33,189 was paid as compensation for the land an 
buildings thereon, or Rs. 1,862 per acre. These proceediugs were not, however, 
confirmed in the year under report. “ 

283, Kanungos and Patwaris—The reorganization of the patwaris in Orissa, 
and in the Pataspur temporarily-settled estates in per cle forthe purpose 
of maintaining records of the present settlement is still under consideration. 

24, Advances under the Land Improvement Loans Act.—Out of a total 
amount of Rs. 1,88,800 applied for ty the Collectors for advances under the 
Land Improvement Loans Act, XIX of 1883, the sum of Rs. 1,16,722 was 
allotted for distribution, of which Rs. 35,268 was actually disbursed, as against 
Rs. 5,58,510 in the preceding year. ‘he marked decrease is due to the large 
advances made during the famine, and to the favourable crops of the year. 

: The progress made in the realization of outstanding advances is shown 
below :— 
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Of the sums advanced in the districts of Saran, Champaran, Muzaffarpur 
and Darbhanga in 1896-97 and 1897-98 under the modified rules for famine 
conditions, amounts agregating Rs. 33,431 became realizable during the year 
under report, but only Rs. 11,429 were collected. This result is scarcely 
satisfactory, as presumably according to the rules each recipient is solvent and 
has given to the Government ample security for repuyment. 

25. Advances under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act.—A total sum of Rs. 26,403 
was advanced under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act. 

The demands, collections and balances on account of advances under this 
Act during the year are shown below:— 





















Demand . 
al Collections 
rincipal nat Percentage of 
aes os sore ‘nee | Principal plus Sati Balance at the 
due cat ig or during aor close of the year. 
© year. . 


Of the balances outstanding at the close of the year, the Patna and Chota 
Nagpur Divisions are responsible for Rs. 1,18,351 (or 54°5 per cent.) and 
Rs, 65,828, neers: It is desired that the recovery of these advances 
should be carefully enforced, due regard being had to the outturn of the 


ir non-recovery not only involves actual loss to Govern- 
























ment, but also fosters the belief-in the recipients that it is not the intention to 
recover such advances, a belief that would, in future emergencies, tend to 
modify the liberality of Government. 

26. Relations betwren land ord and tenant,—The Board, for reasons which 
they state, are of the opinion that in Bengal the relation of landlord and 
tenant is in a state of transition from the patriarchal type to that of strict 
legal contract. This state of transition is, in their belief, not satisfactory to 
either party. This is true of all transitions, and the end, which the Legislature. 
had plainly in their view, must be patiently awaited. ‘The progress towards it 
may be slow, but it was not to be desired that it should be rapid. Unless the 
new adjustment is gradual in its effect, the relations, which the Board describe 
as fairly satisfactory, would necessarily be strained. The Government could 
desire no better verdict than that which the Board have given. Evasions and 
revolts there must be, as the change works on, and indeed will be, when the 
consummation is reached. It is for the District Officers to keep their eyes 
open, and steadily check these aberrations as they occur. And it is a pleasure 
to the Lieutenant-Governor to understand from the Board’s minute review that 
in this great and diversified province the submission to the rent law is so 
general, und the deviations partial and lessening. 

Among the cases mentioned by far the worst, in one sense, is that of certain 
shopkeeper-tenauts in Nadia, who have purchased land as a speculation and 
have been extorting excessive rents by a system of annual leases. The Lieute- 
nant-Governor presumes this t» refer only to the tenants,-at-will on these 
pecpersion, but he would be glad to have further details and to learn what the 

vllector is doing t» stop this. In the Kishanganj portion of the district 
of Purnea, it is reported that many so-called dacoities are in reality concocted 
cases arising out of the coercion of recalcitrant raiyats, and the tenants 
are said to be recalcitrant, because there are unsettled disputes among 
co parcenary landlords. If this be the case, the obvious remedy is a definition of 
their rights, and the Lieutenant-Governor understands that the Collector’s pro- 
posals tothat end ure now before the Board. He is glad of the opportunity 
of commending this measure to Collectors as an extremely efficacious pacifica- 
tor in cases of agrarian dispute. In a case which he has just seen in the Police 
Department, a property in the Rajshahi district, which had been the scone of 
serious riots, is reported to be now at peace. And it is from this regard that it 
has been arranged to survey and make a record of rights for the whole 
district of Backergunge. 

27. The Bengal Tenancy Act—The Bengal Tenancy Act is generally 
reported to have worked smoothly. The Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act, 
I1I (B.U.) of 1898, under which a new procedure has been prescribed for 
settlements, came into force on the 2nd November 1898, and Chapter VI of the 
Government Rules under it has been revised and republished. In January 
1899, the Act was introduced into the Jalpaiguri district almost entirely in the 
permanently-settled parts and, with certain reservations, in the Western Duars. 

The working of some of the most important sections of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act in the various Divisions of the province is shown below :— 
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_., The above table clearly emphasises the fact that many of the provisions 
of the Act are ve on ig utilised, For various reasons, which time alone 
will Ps lendickde still show reluctance to take the fees paid under sections 
12 to 17 of the Act. 


28, Rent suits.—The number of suits tried in Revenue Courts under the 
provisions of Acts X of 1859 and I (B.C.) of 1879 during the years 1897.98 
and 1898-99 are compared below :— 
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80,552 82,606 8,481 1,377 





a 
From the 1st January 1899—the date from which the Bengal Tenancy Act 
was extended to the Julgaiguri district—all rent suits and fresh applications for 
execution in that district were instituted in the Civil Courts, and the number of 
cases shown in the above statement against this district for 1898-99 were for only 
nine months prior to the introduction of the Act. In Balasore, the decrease was 
chiefly in rent suits and execution cases owing to the settlement of disputes of 
rent in the present settlement. In Ranchi a ‘arge number of suits for recover 
of rents were instituted by the Maharaja of Chota Nagpur, who, like other land- 
lords, had refrained from adopting stringent measures in the revious years 
owing to the searcity ; and there were also increased institutions of claims for rent 
in lieuof predial services under the Chota Nagpur Commutation Act, IV (B.C.) 
of 1897, The increase in Manbhum is due to a smaller number of institutions 
during the preceding year on account of scarcity. 

29.  Miscellaneous,— During the yess 809,365 cases of all kinds were insti- 
tuted and 130,092 cases were pending from the previous year. The cases 
disposed of numbered 791,526. The corresponding figures’ for the previous 
year were 765,704 and 792,691. 

80. Training of Junior Civilians in survey-settlement work.—Two trainin 
camps were opened in North Bihar—one in Saran on 12th December 1898, 
aud the other in Darbhanga, about a month later, the course in each lasting for 
about two months. At these two camps eleven officers were instructed in the 
elementary principles of survey and settlement work, including traverse and 
cadastral ‘survey, khana uri, attestation, and the disposal of boundary and 
internal disputes, under the direct supervision of the officers of the Survey and 
Settlement ents. Advantage was also taken of settlements going on 
in Bankura, Pacheenage: Bhagalpur and Cuttack to give some rudimentary 
training to five more officers. ’ 

82. General.—The thanks of the Lieutenant-Governor are due to the 
Bonrd for their careful and efficient administration of the Land Revenue Depart- 
ment, and for their excellent report. ‘The paragraphs relating to the several 
District and subordinate officers mentioned as deserving of special commendation 
Will be communicated to the Appointment Department. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACK, 
Off. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THF COMMIS. — 
- SIONERS OF CALCUTTA FOR THE YEAR 1898-99. 


MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.—MUNICIPAL. 
Darjeeling, the 18th November 1899. 
RESOLUTION—No. 780T.—M. 


Reap— 

The Administration Report of the Commissioners of Caloutta for the year 1898-99. 
Read again— 

The Report for the year 1897-98, and the Resolution recorded by Government 


thereon. 

Tur office of Chairman of the Corporation was held by Mr. R. T. Greer up 
to 23rd November 1898, when he was relieved by the permanent incumbent, 
Mr. W. R. Bright. Babu Nilambar Mukerji continued to hold the office of 
Vice-Chairman throughout the year, and the Commissioners have since the 
close of the year recorded in a unanimous Resolution their appreciation of the 
value of his services. ‘There were only four changes in the personnel of the 
Corporation, all among the nominated Commissioners. 

2. In the opening Chapter of the Report the Commissioners have given an 
‘jniteresting account of the chief works carried out and the principal reforms 
effected during the ten years that have passed since Act II (B.C.) of 1888 came 
into force. Referring to the programme prepared by Sir Henry Harrison of the 
wants of the newly added suburban area, they show that filtered water has been. 
extended throughout at a cost of 18 lakhs of rupees ; that a comprehensive 
scheme of underground drainage has been prepared and sanctioned, to cost 
26 lakhs, and is now in course of execution; that a dh.Jithona and an incinerator 
have been constructed ; that something has been done to fill up insanitary tanks, 
to reform the condition of the Muhammadan burial grounds, and to improve 
the arrangements for conservancy; that the unfiltered water-supply has been 
extended at a cost of 8 lakhs of rupees; and that five fine new roads have been 
opened out. The effect of these improvements is reflected in the decreased 
death-rate in the suburban area, which is now 35°8 per mille, as compared with 
42°7, the average of five years before the amalgamation. Taking the town and 
suburbs together, 167 lakhs of rupees have been spent from capital and revenue 
on works of improvement, the principal items of which are the construction of 
the Harrison Road, the extension of the water-supply, both filtered and un- 
filtered, the development of the underground drainage system, the construction 
of 27 miles of new minor roads, the reclamation of bustees, and the more 
effective disposal of town refuse. 

The record is a good one, and the Lieutenant-Governor desires to accord 

all due credit to the Commissioners under whose management it has been 
achieved. At the same time it would be an easy, if ungracious, task to point 
out that there is another side to the shield. It has often been remarked that 
the Commissioners are seen at their best in dealing with large rojects. Had 
they devoted to the evergity, work of the town,—to the collection of their 
revenues, to the conduct of their conservancy, and to the enforcement of their 
building regulations, —the same energy and interest that they have brought 
to bear on more showy but not more important matters, their administration 
would have claimed a different verdict from the yoice of public opinion. 

3. Meetings and attendance of Commissioners.—There were 80 general 
meetings of the Commissioners, 135 meetings of Standing Committees, 55 of 
Special Committees, and 32 of Sub-Committees. Seventeen Commissioners—12 
elected and 5 nominated—attended more than 50 meetings during the year. 
The percentage of attendance among the elected Commissioners, the Commis- 
sioners nominated by Government, and the commercial representatives was 52, 
42, and 41, respectively. 






4. Proceedings of Commissioners,—The most important subjects which 
en the attention of the General Meetings were the Calcutta tramway 
uestion, the necessity of opening out the congested districts of Calcutta, and 
the discussion of the provisions of the Calcutta Municipal Bill. As regards the 
negotiations with the Calcutta Tramways Company, which have been under 
consideration since January 1897, it is understood that since the close of the 
year a satisfactory settlement has been arrived at. Arrangements have been 
made for the introduction of electric traction, and it may be hoped that with 
irs employment the service will be greatly improved. For years past it has 
been a standing reproach to the town. 

The necessity of opening out the congested areas of Calcutta, vital as it is 
to the health and sanitary administration of the town, presents a problem 
beyond the unaided resources of the Corporation. They have submitted to 
Government a representation on the subject, and the method of dealing with 
the question is at present under consideration with the Government of India. 

The provisions of the Calcutta Municipal Bill, on which Government had 
desired a report by 1st July 1898, were discussed by a Special Committee in 
44 meetings, and the final instalment of their Report was forwarded to Govern- 
ment on 13th April 1899. / 

5. Finance—The total actual income for the year, excluding transfer 
adjustments from capital funds, was Rs. 48,25,660. This is an increase of 
Rs. 75,000 on last year’s income, but falls short of the estimated receipts by no 
less than Rs. 3,39,000. The deficiency is remarkable, and the reasons for it 
are not examined in the Report in such detail as the importance of the subject 
deserves, it is ascribed to a tuo optimistic system of framing estimates, which 
has since been discontinued, and to the generally adverse influence of the 

lague epidemic. The subject falls principally under the head of collections. 
The largest deficiency is of Rs. 1,27,000 in the general rate. 

The total expenditure fur the year was Rs. 48,01,042. The Corporation 
has thus kept within its income for the year, though the margin is but a 
small one. 

The actual expenditure was Rs. 63,000 above that of last year, but 
Rs. 2,138,000 below the budget grant for the current year. The largest 
decreases from the budget grants are under Road Department expenditure 
Rs. 68,000), hospitals and vaccination (Rs. 33,000), and road cleaning 

Rs, 32,000)—all objects upon which it is unfortunate that it should not have 
been found possible to spend the full amount sanctioned. On the other hand, 
Rs. 48,000 in excess of the budget estimate was expended ou sewer cleaning and 
relaying. 

After taking into account the transfer adjustments between revenue and 
capital funds, the four revenue funds together show anincome of Rs. 53,73,760, 
and an expenditure of Rs, 51,11,466, the closing balance having risen to 
Rs. 5,78,962. Of these adjustments, Rs. 2,08,204 represents the amount 
advanced for plague expenditure and subsequently recouped, and Rs. 12,000 
the contribution from capital funds to the pay of the supervising establishment. 
The remaining items are paper transactions between the various revenue funds. 

The various statements of account given in the Report are somewhat 
confusing, and render it difficult to readily understand the financial position 
of the Corporation. In future a simple balance sheet should be given showing 
clearly the opening balance, the receipts, expenditure, and closing balance of 
the year. This should he divided into two parts—one dealing with Revenue 
and the other with Capital. 

Loans.—The year opened with a total loan liability of Rs 2,67,72,379, 
of which Rs. 40,46,479 represents the balance of consolidated loans from 
Government. Of the latter, Rs. 2,95,444 were repaid in the year under 
review. 

T'wo new loans were floated during the year: one of 30 lakhs for 19 years, 
required for drainage and other projects, and a special one of 4 lakhs for 
plague expenditure, An additional deposit of 1 lakh on account of the 4 per 
cent. loan of 1897-98 was made during the year. At the close of the year 
the total loan liability was Rs. 2,99,76,934. Against this there were in the 
hands of the Corporation reserve fund accumulations amounting to Rs, 24,51,520. 





The present charges on account of interest and payments to the sinking fund — 
amount to Rs. 17,86,449, the limit imposed by law being Rs. 21,38,061, i.e., 
10. per cent. on the total annual valnation of the town. i 
Assessment and Collection of Kevenue—The revaluation of houses, lands, 

and bustees resulted in an increase in 4,798 cases, amounting to Rs. 8,07,078, 
and a decrease in 1,678 cases, amounting to Rs, 2,80,935. The net. increase per 
annum was therefore Rs 5,26,143, representing an increase in the consolidated 
rate of roughly 1 lakh. The assessed valuation of the town on 31st March 
1899 was Rs. 2,13,80,610. 

The following statement shows the result of the working of the collection 
departments during the year under review :— : 












Rs, Rs, Res. Rs, Res, \e 
Collector's... as 1,81,352 92,65,216 84,46, 568 28,009,438 1,031,805 | (0)1,92,490 
Joint-Collector’s .,, 22,200 7,738,089 7,905,259 644,029 25,548 (c)4,384 
“Warrant Depart- 6,553,224 eonts (a)11,17,268 8,31,073 90,399 6,95,792 
ment, SE ——S— | | LL 





Total, 8,56,776 40,38,275 48,95,051 37,84,040 2,17,842 8,092,074 





{a) Ancides: oe Rese transferred by the Collector and Rs. 1,21,299 transferred by the Joint-Collector to the Warrant Depart. 
ment during the y: ar, 

(b) Excludes Rs, 3,42,74 transferred to the Warrant Department during the year, 

(c) Excludes Rs, 1,21,208 ditto ditto, 


In order to show clearly both the total results and the separate working of 
each department, it is necessary to present the figures in this rather complicated 
form, taking into account the transfer from other departments to the Warrant 
Department of portions of the current demand. It isa defect in the accounts 
presented in the Report that they do not show in a simple form the actual 
progress of the collections. For administrative purposes it is doubtless 
necessary to keep the Warrant Department separate from that of the Collector. 
But both are really a part of the machinery for collection of taxes, which 
for financial purposes must be treated asa whole. The Lieutenant-Governor 
desires that in future reports a statement similar to the above may be given; 
and ulso that astatement may be given showing ina similar form the combined 
figures of the Collector’s and Warrant Departments for 10 years. 

The proper collection of its revenue has always been one of the principal 
difficulties of the Corporation, and is one of those which it has least efficiently 
dealt with. Hopes and anticipations of amendment have been frequently 
“ae but have so far never attained to realization; and the outstanding 
balance of arrears has steadily continued to mount up until it has reached its 
present enormous proportions. To this rulethe year under review has proved 
no exception, The gross collections are considerably short of the current 
demand, and the outstanding balance shows consequently an appreciable 
increase. It is true that the circumstances of the year furnish some excuse 
for this, and that had the work of collections not. been considerably impeded 
by the exodus that followed on the outbreak of plague, it might now have 
been possible to record an improvement on the previous state of things. 
But there ean be no doubt that the accumulation of so large a balance as that 
at present outstanding has been due to no temporary Ps a fortuitous causes, 
but to the inefficiency of the collecting departments and to the mistaken 
leniency of the Commissioners themselves. An instance of their reluctance 
to allow prompt measures to be taken for the realization of their revenue is 
fornishe by their continuous refusal to allow the service of notices of 
demand by the Collector in any but the final quarter of the year, The 
necessity of doing so was, for the third time, brought to the notice of the Com- 
missioners by Government in last year’s Resolution; but it was not until after 
the close of the year under review that it has been found possible to persuade 
them to adopt the suggestion as a tentative measure, Had it bale a yp a 
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it may safely be conjectured that the arrear balance would not now stand at its 
present figure. It is once more necessary to point out that undue leniency in 
the matter of collecting taxes is a mistaken kindness to the rate-payer. It is not 
alleged that the rates are so crushing as to encroach on the margin of subsistence 
even of the poorest classes; and in cases where they may be found to be 
excessive, ample remedies are provided temporarily by the very liberal 
remissions at present allowed, and permauently by the periodical reassessments, 
It is obvious, on the other hand, that the accumulation of such large arrears 
as are at present outstanding is likely to afford the subordinate collecting staff 
such facilities for fraud and extortion as must ultimately prove a far heavier 
burden on the poorer rate-payers than a prompt insistence on the realisation 
of the just demands of the Municipality. The Lieutenant-Governor looks 
Soontant to an improvement in this respect under the arrangements which have 
at last been made. The vung of the now reorganized Warrant Department 
affords grounds, when compared with the results of previous years, for a 
certain amount. of satisfaction. Its collections are largely in excess of, those of 
the previous or any other year, and the closing outstanding balance is not 
greatly larger than the opening balance. In other words, the department has, 
with the aid of very large remissions, almost succeeded in keeping pace with 
the current year’s work. 
8. License Depurtment.—The following statement compares the gross 
receipts under the several heads in this department for the last two years :— 
ee ssa i rear =o 









































1 | 2 8 | 4 
P Z Amount realised, | Amount realised, | Budget 
Heads of Receipts. | 1898-99, 1897-98. Porto. 
! 
Re. A P| Rs. a. P. Rs. 
I.—Tax on trades and professions} 3,241,585 6 11 | 8,34,204 7 1 3,45 000 
IJ.—Tax oncarriages and animals,,.| 1,43,669 5 6| 1,40,287 3 10 1,45,000 
ILI.— Cart registration fees Oe 75,786 4 0 80,643 4 0 78,000 
1V.—Fees for romoval of trade 
refuse ihe oa 54,255 0 0 58,867 0 0 65,000 
V.—Fees for licenses under section 
335 (stables, cows and 
bullock-sheds, &c.) es ' 330 0 0 218 0 0 100 
VI.—Hackney-carriage, &e., regis- 
tration fees ... sh 16,751 4 0 16,549 9 4 19,500 
VII.—Miscellaneous receipts ia 622 5 0 1,037 14 9] wise 
VIII.—Fines under section 90 wea 10,911 18 9 10,388 14 2 16.333" 
IX— Ditto 80 ...| «2488 8 0} —«:1:304 8 0 4 , 
Total +. | 6,29,889 16 2} 6,438,500 13 2 | 6,68,933 


© This iw §rds of the total estimate of fines under the Act. 


For the second year in succession these figures show a decided diminution, 
while the receipts from the tax on trades and professions have been steadily 
declining for four years running. The explanation given amounts to a con- 
fession of weakness on the. part of the collecting agency. It appears that 
the ground lost during the exodus at the opening of the year had by the last 
fortnight been completely made up, but that the rise in the number of plague 
cases'at the very end of the year made people “unwilling to part with their 
ready money for the payment of taxes.” Such unwillingness, however, is 
peculiar neither to Calcutta nor to a period of b pete and the truth appears 
to be that the department is too ready to regard a difficulty not as a thing to 
be faced, but as an excuse to be put forward for deficient results. 

The attention of Government was drawn by the figures given in last 
ging report to the extraordinary number of police court prosecutions instituted 

y this department, and to the nature of the results obtained in them. 

It was remarked that these results pointed to inexcusable dilatoriness 

and laxity in the management of the department, and the Lieutenant-Ggvernor 
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expressed his opinion that the police courts were not an appropriate agency for 
the collection of municipal dues. The same facts are, however, still more pro- 
minent in the present year. The number of prosecutions disposed of under 
section 90, which in 1896-97 was 8,761 and in 1897-98 14,139, has risen 
in the year under review to 17,991. Of these, no less than 10,037 were 
struck off or withdrawn without payment of fees; 6,619 were withdrawn 
on payment of the fees; and only 1,187 resulted in the infliction of a fine, 
The total number of persons prosecuted was 12,686 out of 25,029 assesses, or 
more than 50 per cent. of the whole. Nothing could be less satisfactory than 
these results or the explanation given of them. 

It appears to have been the regular ee of the License Department 
to institute prosecutions at random and in immense numbers wit out first 
ascertaining even the whereabouts of the defaulters. Consequently processes 
are not served, and a Jarge number of cases are struck off. 

The Lieutenant-Governor is prepared to make full allowance for the 
undoubted difficulty occasioned by the plague scare in the first quarter of the 
year, and he recognizes that some attempt has been made to avoid concentrating 
all the cases into a single month, the number filed in June 1899 being 106,906, 
against 14,416 in June 1898 and 10,148 in June 1897. But it is beyond 
doubt that the License Department has fallen into the habit of ex ecting the 
Police Courts to do its work for it, and this grave evil must be finally stopped. 
Under the provisions of the new law lately passed by the Bengal Council the 
ordinary procedure for the recovery of these dues will be by notice of demand, 
followed when necesssary by distraint and sale, as in the case of the consolidated 
rate. The assessee may still elect to be prosecuted, if he prefers; but as in 
that case he is required to first deposit the amount due from him, it is unlikel 
that more than a very few prosecutions will result from the exercise of this 
option. The Chairman retains the power to prosecute if he thinks fit; but 
it is intended that this power shall be most sparingly exercised, if at all. The 
License Department will thus be relieved of the work of conducting prosecu- 
tions in court and of attending the service of summonses; and will be free to 
attend to its proper work of making assessments, serving notices of demand, 
and collecting its dues, The duty of directing distraints will devolve upon the 
Warrant Department; and the attention of the Chairman is invited to the 
necessity of making early arrangements to enable it to cope with these new 
duties promptly and effectively. 

9. Market, Lighting, and Printing.—The collections of the Municipal Mar- 
ket for the year were Rs, 1,28,540 against Rs. 1,32,117 in the previous year, 

At the end of April 1898, a large number of dead rats were discovered in 
the market, which on examination were found to be plague-stricken. A general 
exodus of vendors took place at once, and though some returned in the fo owing 
month, there was a second exodus in June, which prevented the market being 
fully tenanted until the end of July. Under these cireumstances, the falling off 
in revenue is small. There was a great decrease of expenditure under Repairs, 
on which large sums were spent after the earthquake in 1897-98, and also in 
cartage ; and consequently the net profit derived by the Corporation, including 
the charges on account of loans, was Rs. 43,565 against Rs, 16,281 in the 
previous year. 

The usual amount of progress was made in improving the lighting of the 
town, the expenditure under this head being Rs. 4,20,783 against Ks. 4,15,448 
in the preceding year. In the Printing Department there was a largely- 
increased outturn in connection with plague work, the financial result being a 
nominal profit of Rs. 9,048 against an average of Rs, 3,025 during the three 
preceding years. This is, however, merely a paper transaction, and does not 
represent actual gain, but only the saving effected by doing the work depart- 
mentally instead of through outside presses, 

10. Litigation —Kighty-nine fresh civil suits were instituted for recovery 
of dues during the year against 36 in the preceding year. Decrees were 
obtained in 71 of these, 4 were compromised and withdrawn, and 14 were 
pending at the close of the yesr. The Warrant Department continues to be 
unsuccessful in executing decrees. This was commented on by Government 
ast year, and the somewhat superfluous explanation is now given that great 
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difficulty was experienced in the work. It is hoped that the energetic steps 
which are now reported as being taken will be productive of result, 

Four civil suits were instituted against the Corporation during the year. 
In two of tiese the Corporation was successful, and two were left undecided. 

Enquiries were made as to the possibility of recovering a sum of Rs. 11,811 
of which the Corporation had been defraude by the action of an employee at 
the Municipal Workshop at Entally, The amount, however, was ascertained to 
be irrecoverable. 

The total number of criminal prosecutions instituted by the Corporation 
was 37,544 against 30,798 in the previous year. Of the various departments 
concerned with these prosecutions, the work of the License Department has 
already been commented on. Of the remainder, the Conservancy Department 
instituted 9,044 cases against 6,461 last year, while the Food Inspection 
Department instituted only 145 against 293. The latter fact is, as the 
Chairman remarks, one to be regretted, and the residents of Calcutta not 
unnaturally continue to complain of the immunity with which ufwholesome 
and adulterated food is sold. 

In spite of the fact that 37,544 cases were instituted, the amount of fines 
realized was only Rs. 35,202, whereas in 1896-97 Rs. 43,132 were realized in 
25,778 cases. The reason of this is partially explained by the remarks already 
made on the working of the License Department. It is further stated in the 
report that the fines imposed by the Honorary Magistrates were inadequate and 
ineffective as to their deterrent effect. ‘This seems to have been conspicuously 
the case in prosecutions under sections 240 to 242, for building houses without 
submitting plans; the average fine imposed in these cases being Rs. 3-13-y, 
The Chairman adds that this remark has been made year after year in the 
Annual Reports, and that it is a matter of concern as well as of regret that it 
has to be repeated again this year. The Commissioners have consistently 
declined to apply to Government for the appointment of a special Magistrate 
under section 422 of the Act for the trial of municipal cases. Under the new 
law, this power vests in the Government, and it will be considered whether 
an early opportunity should not be taken to exercise it. 

11. Lown and Bustee improvements.—The total expenditure under this head 
was Rs. 99,626 against Rs. 57,340 in the previous year. Of this sum, Rs. 77,681 
was absorbed by town improvements, and Rs. 13,058 was spent on the acquisi- 
tion of land for bustee roads. No mention is made of the work done in 
constructing bathing-platforms and filling up insanitary tanks during the past 
year. The latter question has been noted by the Chairman in ‘his general 
review of the work of the last 10 years as one which the Corporation have 
found it impossible to deal with adequately in the suburban area. 

12. Engineer's Department.—In the matter of water-supply there is nothing 
to record but the ordinary progress of the existing system. The mileage of 

ipes for filtered water was slightly extended and now amounts to $15°05 miles. 
The average daily consumption of filtered water was 20,684,393 gallons against 
20,638,212 in the previous year, and the estimated daily consumption per head 
was 34°01 gallons in the town proper and 19°86 in the added area. The gross 
cost per 1,000 gallons was 2°66 annas. 
he daily supply of unfiltered water decreased from 5,461,823 to 4,778,899 
gallons, the consumption per head on a population of 436,393 being 10:95 
gallons. 

As regards drainage, the extensive i: gil in the sewage and storm 
water outfalls of the town and suburbs and the provision of a system of sewers 
for the suburbs are at present in hand under contract, and are not dealt with 
in this Report. The work of the Engineer’s Department in this respect was 
confined to keeping in repair and reconstructing the existing 200 miles of 
public sewers.” Three hundred and twenty premises were connected with the 
public sewers during the year, raising the total number to 30,168. 

13, Health of the Town. —Untortunately the vital statistics for the year have 
been considerably complicated by the large exodus to which reference has so 
frequently been made in this review. ‘The calculations are based on the census 
figures of 1891, but what the actual resident population was can only be 
guessed at. It is, however, stated that the year was a healthy one, and, 


2246 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALOUTTA GAZETTE, NOVEMBER 22,-1899, — 


EEE 


except for plague, it was not marked by the outbreak of any epidemic. The 
birth-rate was exceptionally low, being only 13-9 per 1,000 against a previous 
quinquennial average of 17:92. The birth-rate in Caleutta is always far lower 
than in the sential, owing to the small proportion of females and the custom 
among women of returning to their native place in order to give birth to a child. 
The latter tendency was of course greatly strengthened by the fear of plague, 

The death-rate was 29°8, the average of the previous five years being 
$480 and the provincial birth-rate for the year bate 26°57... The mortality 
in the canal and suburban area shows a remarkable decrease from 44:7 in the 
previous year to 35°5 in the current one. The unhealthy condition of the canal 
area is a matter that calls for serious attention, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
would be glad to receive a special report showing what has been done and 
what it is proposed to do in the future to apply aremedy. ‘The figures of 
infant mortality—always lamentably high in Calcutta—present some curious 
features. Among infants under 1 year of age the death-rate was 368°5 per 
mille, which is very far below that of the five years’ average (4375), though 
nearly double the provincial rate for the current year (192°39). But among 
Muhammadans it stands at the enormous figure of 634°5, while among 
Christians it is as low as 217-7. The Health Officer is unable to suggest any 
difference in the conditions of life of these two classes which will sufficiently 
explain the extraordinary excess of mortality among Muhammadans. 

‘The mortality from fevers was 6,060 as compared with the average of the 
previous decade of 8,426. The Health Officer regards this decrease with 
satisfaction, as tending to allay the fears which had been felt that the high 
mortality of recent years from this cause has been due not toa cyclical wave 
of increased intensity, but to deterioration of the site of the town itself. In 
his next sentence, however, he qualifies the expression of satisfaction by stating 
that after the appearance of plague many people registered deaths under other 
causes which would in other years have been registered under fevers. It will, 
therefore, be necessary to await a return to normal conditions in order to form 
a definite opinion on the subject. As the result of experiments which have 
recently been made on the theory of causation of malarial fevers by mosquitoes, 
the Health Officer suggests that an endeavour should be made to exterminate 
them in their breeding grounds. He, however, expresses himself with caution 
as to the probable results. The mortality from cholera was 665 only, against 
an average of 2,181 for the previous nine years; and there was an equally 
satisfactory absence of small-pox, the deaths from this cause numbering 
only 85.” 

; Vaccination was greatly hindered by the violent opposition to preventive 
inoculation against plague, which led to some of the vaccinators being mobbed 
and assaulted as inoculators, and made it necessary to practically suspend 
work for nearly three months. In consequence, the number of persons vacci- 
nated fell from 21,620 to 13,225, of which 11,569 were primary and 1,686 
revaccinations. Of operations in which the results were ascertained, the 

roportion of successful cases was 99:07 per cent. in primary cases and 23-68 
in revaccinations. 3,198 infants under 1 year old were vaccinated, giving a 
ratio of 33°55 per cent. on the birth-rate for the year. A scheme for the re- 
organization of the Vaccination Department was drawn up by the Health 
Officer with a view to remedying the defects in the existing system; and has 
received sanction since the Fe of the year. 

14. During the year the Conservancy Department was transferred from 
the charge of the Health Officer to that of the Engineer. The change, however, 
was not found to work satisfactorily, and was cancelled after two months, 

In conservancy a reform has been introduced, which it is hoped may prove 
effectual. Instead of the administrative unit being the ward, with a host 
of petty and irresponsible subordinates to each, it is now the block, or sub- 
division of a ward, in charge ofa single responsible sarkar. The Health Officer, 
while expressing an opinion that the system is thoroughly sound in principle, 
notes that its weak point is its dependence on the sarkars, who, as at present 
appointed, ‘have very little aptitude for their work, and appear to associate 
their interests rather with those of the coolies than with those of the authorities.” 
This admission is not very creditable to the supervision exercised by the 












officers of the Health Department, and the Lieutenant-Governor hopes that the 
latter will realize that success or failure of this all-important branch of 
municipal administration must depend on the amount of energy and attention 
devoted by themselves to supervising their subordinates. If proper attention 
is given by them, the new scheme can hardly fail to effect a much-needed 
improvement; if it does. not do so, it will at least be obvious in future with 
whom the 1 perv! for its failure must rest. Proposals were submitted . by 
the Health Officer for still further and more radical reforms in the establishment. 
These, however, did not receive the sanction of the Corporation. 

Another important improvement has been the introduction of an afternoon, 
in addition to a morning, conservancy service. This is much appreciated by 
the public. It should be noted that the new scheme has as yet hardly had 
time to get into working order, and that its operations have been hampered 
by scarcity of labour during the past year. 

It is hoped that in the future the greatest vigilance will be exercised in 
keeping this most important branch of administration up to a proper level of 
efficiency, and that the state of the public streets in Calcutta will no longer 
give reason for the severe, but well-merited comments which have been so 
constantly made upon it in the past. 

15, During the year there were two outbreaks of plague in Calcutta, the 
first, which was restricted in incidence, in April, and rd second, which was 
most extended and persistent, in the middle of the cold weather of 1898-99. 
' By orders issued under the Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897, measures for.the 
prevention and extirpation of plague in Calcutta are entrusted to the Chairman 
alone, assisted by a special staff, and are not subject to the control of the 
Commissioners, ‘I'he matter is therefore not dealt with in the present Report 
and falls outside the scope of this review. It would be out of place on the 

resent occasion to discuss the policy which has actuated the Government in 
Setar with plague in Calcutta, the measures which were from time to time 
adopted, or the success or failure which attended them, This will be done 
when the history of plague in Bengal comes under review. For the present 
the Lieutenant-Governor desires to avail himself of the opportunity of publicly 
expressing his acknowledgments to those whose efforts have contributed to 
keeping the epidemic within narrow bounds. Amongst officials are the 
successive Chairmen, Mr. Greer and Mr. Bright; Major Evans, the Chief Plague 
Officer, and Dr, Hossack, one of his Assistants, The character of their 
duties demanded a constant patience and kindly temper, and this difficult but 
essential combination of qualities all four possessed and showed. Many of the 
Municipal Commissioners gave excellent help on the Vigilance Committees, 
which formed the first of the plague measures in Calcutta. Amongst private 

entlemen, two were sijintal Baba Hari Ram Goenka and Dr. Rai Koylash 

handra Bose Bahadur. The former, a Municipal Commissioner and an active 
member of the Vigilance Committee of his Ward, not merely subscribed large 
sums towards the establishment of an admirable hospital for his fellow-caste 
men, but by his activity and influence contributed largely to secure the co- 
operation of the public with the efforts of the authorities. ‘lhe latter rendered 
invaluable service in bringing to light the progress of the disease, and by 
his sympathy and tactin winning over the ignorant to acquiesce in the measures - 


necessary for its suppression. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


E. N. BAKER, 
Ofg. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 












For the weak ending the 20th November 1899. 


Burdwiti:—No tain. Weather sensonable, Condition of aman and s 6 
good. Sowing of radi crops continues, Cultivation of potato going on. Fodder water 
sufficient. Oommon rice selling as follows :— 


Bis. 
Sadar ai sin mn 15 
tor oe +o 3 ¥ 
Katws derbi UMMM Te «pe 
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Birbhum.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aus finished. Sowing of 
rabi continues. Prospects of winter rice good. Price of common rice at Sadar and Rampur 
Hat 15 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. 


Bazkura.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of nuan paddy nearly finished. 
Sowing of wheat continues. Other standing crops doing well. Sporadic cases of eow-pox 
reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice at Bankura 16 seers, and 
at Vishnupur 15 seers 10 chitaks per rupee. 


Mid sole ope —_ weg Efe ope of winter fice very good. ° 
Harvesting begun. 2 ctops being sown, Oattle-disease reported from Jhargram and 
Garbbeta. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as tollows:— . 


8rs. ch. 
aed Hi ap Wee a ; 
lontai aed pen te 
Tamluk i a ans hs eee 
Ghatal sae ved ee 16 0 


Hooghly:—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops d. Common rice 
sells at It tours 1 chitak per rupee. ait) 


Howrah.—No rain. Weather seasonable, Harvesting of aman commenced in places, 
Sowing of radi still going on. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rioe sells at 13} seers/ 
per rupee. : 

24-Parganas.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops . Harvest- 
ing of aman on high lands continues. Sowing of rabi crops going on. No cattle-disease 
reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Gommon rice sells as follows:— 


, Srs. 
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Diamond Harbour eo sek 144 


Nadia.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing orops good. Sowing of 
vabi still continues. Harvesting of aman commenced. Fodder and water sufficient. Price 
of common rice stationary. 


Murshidabad.—No rain. Weather soasonable. Prospects of aman favourable. Kalai 
doing well. Sowing of rat continues. Harvesting of early aman commenced, No cattle- 
disease. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows:— 


_ Bre. 
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Jessore.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable, Early aman ere is being harvested. 


Sowing of rabi crops going on. No cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as — 


8rs. 
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Opes ttle Rainfall nil... Weather soasonable, Prospects of crops continua tencilsble, 
iativeticns of rabi crops continues. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico sells as 


. Sts. 
Seer i py so mi } 
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Rajshahi.—No rain. "Weather seasonable, Pros of crops good. No cattle- 
disease. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice selling at 17} seers per rupee, 


ae rain. Weather seasonable. Standing crops fair. No cattle-disease. 
Fodder and water plentiful. Privo of rice at Sadar 18 seers and at Thakurgaon 16 seers per 
rupee. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall nil, Weather seasonable. Haimanti paddy in good condition. 
Transplantation of tobacoo and sowing of mustard going on. Common rice sells at 143 
seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Darjecling.—No rain. Weather seasonable, Hills—Haimanti paddy; dara marua, 
kalai, phaphar, tori, whoat and barley rogressing. Terai—Haimaati paddy, potatoes, and 
mustard promising well. Coarse rice as follows :— 


Srs, 
Hille ... ove tee owe 9 
Terai eee or ve - V7 } . Bi 


‘Bhutta sells at Darjeeling 21 seers and at Kalimpong 28 seers per rupee, 


Rangpur.—No rain. Sowing of #abi crops in full swing. Prospects of crops good. 
Common rice selling at 16 seers per rupeo. Fodder and. water sufficient, Cattle-diocase 
prevailing in Nilphamari. 

Bogra.—No rain. Cutting of paddy and rabi sowings commoncod, Prospects good. 
Fodder and water ample. Common rice selling at 18} seers per rupee, . 


Pabna.—No rain. Weather seasonable, Prospects of crops good. Winter paddy 
being harvested. Price of common rice 15 seers 8 chitaks per rupee. 


Dacca:—Rainfall nil. Woather soasonable. Harvesting of paddy going on. Pros- 
peots of standing crops good. Fodder available. No cattle-disease. Common rice sells 
at 16 seers per rupee. : 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall nil. Weather cool and dry. Prospects of crops good. 
Water and fodder ample. Common rico sells at 17 seers per rupee, = =e 


“Faridpur.—No rain. Weather seasonable, State and Prospects of standing crops 
generally good. Common rice selling at 16 seers per rupee. 


Backergunge —Rainfall nil. Weather soasonable. Prospects of crops good, Common 
rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


—No rain. Weather seasonable. Aman harvest commencing, Rabi being 
sown. Average price of common rice 17} seers per rupee, 


Noakhali.—No rain. Prospects of crops good. Cattle-disoase at Chagalnaya abated. 
Veterinary Assistant allowed to leave. Fodder and water good. Common rice (aman) 
15 seers and (aus) 18 seers per rupee. + 


Chittagong.—Rainfall nil. Prospects of crops favourable Water and fodder suffi 
cient. Common rice 16 seers per rupee, ; ‘ 


Patna.—No rain. Rabi sowings continue in some places. Rabi already sown ger- 


ihinating well. Prospects of paddy fair. Oondition of cattle good. Wator-suppl fi 
cattle plentiful. Common rice in Patna sells at 18 seers por sadied.” pply for 


»—No rain. Harvesting of paddy going on. Rabi doing woll. Pp : 
sown. on rice selling at op tial per rupee. 8 oppy being 


Shahabad.—Rainfall nil. Rabi being sown. Paddy harvesting commeneed. Fodder 
and water abundant. Sixty-five cases of cattle-diseaso in » Oommon rice at 
Sadar 12 seers per rupee. 
aie oo a Weather meget mpdee of padd ‘ commenced in places. 

i doing . Poppy sowing nearly completed ; germination excellent, Average price of 
common nice 18 seers If chitaksand o makai 14 soers 8 chitaks per rupee. ery. 


_Champaran.—No rain. ‘Winter rice ripening ; prospects fair. Rabi and poppy 


Prlaiaipes see and germinating well. Price of common rice 14} seers and of maize 
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Muszaffarpor—Rainfall nil. Rabi sowin approaching completion pletion. Prospects favour- 
able, Prices are—Common rice 13} seers, wheat 13 seers, barley 16} seers, makai 16} 


seers, gram 15} seers, rahar 15} seers, and marua 20 seers per rupee. 


Darbhanga.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good. Rabi 
sowings going on. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-disease reported from Sadar and 
Madhubani. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar ae ok bias 12 
Samastipur oe oe oe 13 | per rupee. 
Madhubani ade oe i. 132 


Monghyr.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Rali sowings going on. Paddy being 
harvested. Sugarcane-pressing commenced. Standing ‘crops doing well. Poppy sowings 
progressing satisfactorily; prospects hopeful. Common rice sells as follows :— . 


» Brs. ch. 

Menge: “es es ot i; Pe 
serail ae “6a we LO } per rupee. 

Tanai Ee ee ee a4 


Bhagalpur.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Early aghani paddy being harvested. 
Rabi sowings continue. Fodder and water plentiful. Cattle-disease continues in the interior 
of the district. Price of common rice going down owing to an influx of new rice into 
the market. Common rice sells as follows:— 


8rs, ch. ‘ 
Sadar eos ve diene 7 it 
Banka eee aes see Li 
Supaul oes tee i 19°. PETA ee 
Madhipura a ca 13 0 





Purnea.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Condition off aghani rice good. Rabi 
sowings progressing. Sugarcane being cut. Tobacco being transplanted. Oattle-disease 
prevails in thana Raniganj. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice sells as follows : — 


Sirs. 
need ‘eae vee ath ~ 
Kishanganj pa ae x 1 per rupee. 
desde, A ful one soe 18 


Malda.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonably cool. Sowing of radi still continues. 
Prospects of crops good. Fodder and woter sufficient. Cattle-pox reported from Manik- 
chak thana. Coarse rice selling at 17 seers per rupee. . 


Sonthal Parganas.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonably cold. Harvesting of early 
paddy in progress. Prospects of all crops good. Cattle-disease in Rajmahal. Fodder and 
water sufficient, Average price of common ride 13 seers 14 chitaks and of Indian-corn 20 
seers per rupee. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Layhu sarad being reaped.. Guru 
sarad in ear, Arhar and genre growing. Condition of men and cattle generally good. 
Fodder and water sufficient, Oommon rice sells as follows :— 


S8rs. ch. 
Cuttack sos oie ioe) 16; 
Jajpur . ase too “apeter - dagen: | 
Kendrapara “it a Sa (kee: Jee) Cheha seek 


Banki eat aren woe 16" 0 
Balasore.—Rainfall nil. Sarad ripening. Asu +being harvested. Rabi crops and 
sugarcane growing well. Prospects of crops good... Rice sells at 187 seers per rupee in the 
interior, and at 16and 18 seers per rupee at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively. Cattle- 
disease reported from Basudeypur Circle, Fodder and water sufficient. 


Angul.—No rain. Laghu rice being harvested. Rain wanted for padd ted late 
and for rabi crops. abi sown before the October rain doing -well. Gutherlad of bird in 
progress. Oommon rice sells at 15 seers in Angul and 8} to 9 seers in the Khondmals. 


Puri.—Rainfall nil, Weather sensonable, Layhu sarad being harvested. Bara sarad 


in flower. ulthi, biri, and other pulses thriving, Sugarcane being pressed. Fodder and 
water sufficient, Common rice sells as Slicvieior bag 3 Fae 


8rs. ch. 
an on ood - 4 : ‘ 
a ee ae see ra) 
Interior of district... tee oon 14 2 ae : ote ¥ 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall ni fogs 4 saci a) 
mete aa tastes oat wnt BB Casi a of tice, in. progrom, 















vf Palamav.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Paddy and til being harvested; outturn 
ee wneee @ some places. abi sowing much below normal where there was no rain. 


rices are—Rice 11 seers, gram 15 seers, makai 14 seers, barley 17 seers, wheat 

12 seers, and marua 17 seers per rupee. Cattle-disease reported from a few villages. 

Fodder and water sufficient. 

; Manbhum.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Bhadoi crops fair. Winter rice an 
a crop. Rabi crops promise well. Cattle-disease reported from thanas Purulia, 
Tande ae Topchanchi. Fodder and water sufficient. Average price of common rice at 

Sadar 18 seers 10 chitaks and at Gobindpur 12 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. 

Singhbhum.—No rain. Rain wanted for rabi. Oommon rico sells at 14} seers per 
rupee. 


General Summary.—There was no rain d the week. The general prospects of 
the crops continue except in some of the Chota Nagpur ind Gram Divisions. 
The winter rice crop is maturing, and on the high lands the harvesting is in progress. The 
rabi and all other cold-weather crops, including poppy, are being sown and germinating well, 
except . in ur i; price common rice shows a tendency to fall 

pt. in Chota Nagpur and Angtl. The of ice shi xy 
with the n pariaand of the new crop into the market. There is plenty of fodder in every 
district, and only a few cases of cattle disease are reported. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
F. A. SLACK, 


' Offg. Seere to the Govt. of Bengal, 
Revenve Deparrment, . =a — 
The 21st November 1899, 
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—Bagerhat (3; Sutkhira 11, 
are cena ents dampen acts nailed: 


rupee mac Mh 
rupee baer han 8 seers ; Gaibanda 10 seors ; Nilphamari 
of salt por rapes aro ;—Madangaa 11 soorr 6 ohittacks ; 
Fupeo aro :—Kishorganj 10 seors; Jamalpur 10 seers; Kagwoari 3 















